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Introduction 
 
 
To catch the burden and vision of this writing, it will be helpful if we give a 
preparatory word as to the meaning of the term ultimate. 
 
In this present day when the emphasis in religious circles is on what God has 
done and can do for man, it is encouraging that an increasing number of 
people are being awakened to see what God has purposed and desired for 
Himself. Years ago when we first came into this God-centered viewpoint 
and began to share it, there seemed to be so very few with an “ear to hear.” 
Now, in these past five years, with the wide-scale ripening of humanism in 
most religious circles, there has developed a deep disgust in the heart of 
thinking believers and unbelievers alike. 
 
Almost every day we are amazed how even men of the world, who have no 
spiritual insight, voice their disgust for the average evangelical believer who 
seems bent on using God for his own purpose, welfare and blessing. 
Something woven deep into the moral nature recognizes this is wrong – 
selfish and warped. 
 
So when we use the term ultimate it is to show how everything should be 
adjusted and related to God for His purpose, pleasure and satisfaction. 
Instead of man living in his own viewpoint where he interprets and relates 
all things to himself, it is God who lifts man up into His ultimate viewpoint 
where he can appreciate the glory, wisdom and design of a God-centered 
universe. 
 
There is, of course, always the concern and fear in some that when God 
becomes central and all things exist for His pleasure and glory it will seem 
to push poor man into the shadows where there is seemingly no place or 
concern for him at all. Nothing could be further from the design and purpose 
of God! It does not imply that to be God-honoring is to be creature-
degrading. Those who are still interpreting from their own human viewpoint 
are sure to accept this insinuation devised by the Enemy himself. But those 
who have truly moved up into the divine viewpoint have always announced: 
“Oh God, how glorious, beyond words to express, is Thy purpose for 
Thyself and Thy desire to include man in all its glory.” When God truly 
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comes into His own place of glory, then man also comes into that fullest 
intention of God. 
 
In this book we will consider three things: 
 

1. The foundation we are to live upon, 
2. The footing which supports the foundation, 
3. The building which God allows on the foundation. 

 
What is the foundation men are to live upon? We must go back to Paul’s 
words to the Corinthians: “According to the grace of God which was given 
unto me, as a wise master builder I have laid a foundation.” What was this 
foundation which Paul declared he had laid? If Paul called himself a wise 
master builder there is no doubt that he understood what this foundation 
was; however, he does not himself explain it. Perhaps it is because the Lord 
Jesus had already made this so clear when He was here. Perhaps it was 
something which the apostles had already shared as common knowledge 
throughout the early church. Anyway, we must for an answer turn back to 
the words of the Lord Jesus as He addresses Simon Peter. Jesus, who never 
seemed to care what men said or thought about Him, suddenly put the 
question to His disciples: “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 
Then turning from the views and speculations of others, He went a step 
further: “Who say ye that I am?” His challenge drew forth spontaneously 
from Peter the historic confession: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” What a confession from the lips of Peter! As Jesus made clear, Peter’s 
confession was called forth by a God-given revelation. “Flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” In 
explaining the significance of this portion, Watchman Nee has said: 
 

It is important to understand this passage, for as we shall see, it really 
defines the point from which, later, Paul in his turn begins. What did 
Jesus imply? Thou art Petros, a little stone – one who is to be builded 
with others into the basic structure of my Church (see Eph. 2:20; Rev. 
21:19) – and on this Rock (petra – speaking of another which is the 
Rock) – I will build. What then is the Church? Is it a structure of 
living stones founded upon a rock? What is the rock? Here it is that 
we need to be very clear. It is a confession based upon a revelation of 
a Person. (From What Shall This Man Do) 
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What could be more important than understanding this Rock – as the 
foundation upon which God has intended all building. Surely this was no 
empty confession out from Peter’s own point of view. Jesus was using this 
occasion to emphasize that all spiritual building must be upon this 
foundation: i.e. upon the revelation of the Person of Jesus. It is not merely 
facts about Him or about what He did – but about who He chiefly is: Christ, 
the Son of the Living God. 
 
Either men have seen this foundation and know its importance or they don’t. 
God has designed that His Son shall be the only foundation to support the 
things men live by. Whatever is established upon Him becomes constant, 
unmovable and steadfast. 
 
In His days on earth there were so many who followed Christ, who even 
pressed upon Him and were healed, yet they did not “know Him.” Like the 
throngs today who sit in the church pews every Sunday, they only saw Him 
with their natural eye. Indeed they saw Him as the answer to all their own 
needs, but God intended for them to “see” Him as the foundation of their 
life and ministry. 
 
Basically the whole issue is a matter of enlightenment – of revelation from 
God. Our present religious predicament is simply that men cumber the 
ground with “other foundations” because they have not really seen the 
foundation. Jesus stated it very clearly when He said that only “the pure in 
heart shall see….” He meant that only those with a pure motive – those 
without private ambition, those without any hope of building a personal 
kingdom – could see by revelation from God. And furthermore, this clear 
seeing was not to be merely a gate one would pass through, rather it was to 
be a pathway in which one would walk. Once revelation is past, it may 
become merely a doctrine or theological tenet; but revelation that is 
continually present – that is a moment by moment participation in Him – is 
something living. Thus we see that this rock which Jesus spoke of was not 
Peter; nor was it some doctrine. This rock, or foundation, was simply our 
confession of the revelation of Him. Upon this, God is building a living 
church. 
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The Footing Which Supports the Foundation 
 
Now if God intends for His children to live by continuous participation in 
His Son, and if this living revelation is the foundation of our spiritual life 
and building, we must go a bit deeper to consider the footing upon which 
this all important foundation rests. Any wise master builder knows that 
many seemingly good foundations give way because they lack a proper 
footing. 
 
What is this footing? We must not only understand how the Eternal Father is 
this proper footing, but we must appreciate the importance of Him as the 
ultimate footing for all revelation. Just what do we mean by this? One can 
quickly detect from the present religious scene that many are being 
sidetracked by various and sundry revelations. It is quite popular these days 
to have a new revelation for every meeting. And there are those who will be 
quick to acknowledge: “Oh yes, we live by new revelations all the time.” 
Yet this is just the snare! It is exactly what we are hoping to discern and 
expose. The Father is very jealous that we have one revelation – of His 
lovely Son, not many revelations regarding good and important things. We 
are to see Him as everything God designs to share. 
 
In these days some have camped around the “revelation of love” as the all-
important thing. So they magnify love. Others have built camp around some 
revelation of new knowledge which seems to eclipse all else on their 
horizon. However right or proper it may be, they have made “it” to be their 
camping place – not Him. Still others insist they have seen that life is the 
primary substance of everything in the universe. So, with their new-found 
revelation they have built camp around another “it” – but yet missed Him 
who is intended to be the revelation. 
 
  

Are These Foundations? 
  
                        

                  Love                               Light                            Life 
  
 
 
Please be careful to grasp what I am trying to say. None of these – love, light 
or life – is really a sufficient foundation for building. If there is anything 
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started, it will simply become a following around some aspect of Him – not 
Him. However good these revelations may seem, God has designed to give 
one revelation – the revelation of His Son. Anything else must be seen 
simply as an outflow of Him. We must see Christ as our life, Christ as our 
light (knowledge) and Christ as our love. 
 
What we are saying is this: Peter saw the revelation of who Jesus chiefly is; 
not a Savior, Servant, Lord, Ruler, Healer; not merely life, light or love. No 
– Christ, the anointed One was before, above and beyond all else the Son of 
the Living God. Thus, it is when we see that the Father is before, above and 
beyond all else that He is, the Father, then we shall see why all revelation 
centers in who Christ chiefly is: the Son. 
 
We can now more fully appreciate how the Father is the footing for this 
glorious foundation. It is the Father who purposes for His Son to be central 
in all His economy. Just as the footing is not visible to the eye and we only 
see the foundation, so the Father is not seen but He has sent forth the Son 
whom we see. Just as we know a son must have a father; so a foundation 
must have a footing. 
 
We can realize why the Father is very jealous for His Son. He will not allow 
any other foundation than the revelation of His Son. Any other revelation 
than the Person of His lovely Son will distract from Him. He is to have the 
pre-eminence. Upon Him and only Him are all things to be summed up. 
Finally we must see…  
 
 
The Only Building Which God Allows on the Foundation 
 
As we have pictured, everyone who learns to live by revelation will know an 
inner enlargement and development in footing, foundation and building. As 
he plumbs new depths of God the Father there will be an enlargement of 
footing; as he discovers how the Son is actually everything in life, there will 
be a real development of foundation in the inner life; as Christ is built into 
the inner fabric it will be evident that only He is material for spiritual 
building. 
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Accordingly, our whole ministry changes. We must realize that there can 
never be any greater ministry outwardly than what has been wrought within 
our inner man. If there is a proper footing laid in us, then we will produce 
that footing in our ministry to others. If there is a proper foundation laid in 
us, then we will produce that foundation in others. If there is a proper 
spiritual building going up in us, then we will produce that same building in 
others. Our outward ministry is actually the reflection of our inner life. 
 
Paul seemed to understand this principle when he wrote to the Corinthians. 
We have quoted his statement: “I have laid a foundation.” Now he continues 
by saying, “But any man who builds on the foundation using as his material 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble, must know that each man’s 
work will one day be shown for what it is” (1 Cor. 3: 10). 
 
God may allow our life-work to stand momentarily, but He will not allow 
anything to remain on the foundation which is not proper building material. 
I can almost hear Him saying to some of those who are now building, “You 
may spend your whole life on that, but it will all go up in smoke. It is not 
suitable building material; it is not something of Christ which I have 
wrought by the Spirit into lives.” 
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What is this wood, hay and stubble which God will not allow as building 
material? One may look at pastors who have spent years in gathering people 
in their congregation. To the visible eye it looks like something has been 
done. Yet God sees the human energies of man without the help of the Spirit 
and announces: “This is just a pile of boards. I cannot accept them unless 
they are over-laid with gold. And this over-laying is not of man, but a work 
of the Spirit.” God is forced to announce: “Have I not told you I cannot have 
this on my Foundation for it is something wrought of man. It is too earthy. I 
must have gold which I have wrought through pressure, through fire, 
through purifying.” 
  
Again, we have seen men build knowledge, doctrine, and theology into 
people. Yet in the hour of real pressure all this which has not been translated 
into reality will not hold them. It is like hay and stubble they have been 
feeding upon, and this can never nourish the inner man nor become building 
material for God. Recently I heard a brother, who had been an outstanding 
Bible teacher for 15 years, share the deepest confession of his heart: “All I 
have known has only puffed me up, but it has not built me up in the inner 
life. Outwardly I am a builder, but inwardly I am a shambles. I, myself, have 
been feeding upon mere hay and feeding it to others.” 
 
Finally, as you approach this book I have this prayer: “Lord, please do not 
let any of this knowledge be merely for the mind, but may it pass through 
into the spirit as revelation for the inner man; may it bring such a revolution 
in foundational conceptions as to rectify the life and ministry of all those 
who read so that our God may reap untold fruit for Himself.” 
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Section I 
 

 

The Ultimate  
Foundation 
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D 

J 

  
 

It was way back in 1954. Word had reached me that most 
of our conference grounds had burned to the ground. 
Now I had returned home and stood looking over what 
was left – mostly ashes and ruins. There remained very 
little of the thirteen buildings except the Chapel after the 
fire had swept through. Years of dreaming and planning 
had been swept away as in one fleeting moment; weeks 
and weeks of sweat and toil had gone up in empty smoke; 
thousands and thousands of dollars had seemingly been 
sacrificed for naught. I would have to admit, that as I 
stood there pondering, I could not help but ask: “Lord, 
why has this happened? What are you wanting to say? 
Don’t let me miss your lesson!” 
 
There are those times in which God can get awfully close 
to us – and when He can speak most loudly and 
emphatically. This was His time! 
 
 

1 
 

Why Does a Life-Work  
Crash or Collapse? 

 
 
 
 
Has he not recorded in His Word, “The preparations of the heart in man… is 
from the LORD” (Proverbs 16:1)? Surely in His full knowledge God does 
prepare our hearts for that which is ahead. Without my realizing it, He had 
been doing just that! As I stood looking through bleary eyes filled with tears, 
no one could ever hear more comforting admonition than I heard. It was not 
an audible voice, but it was a most penetrating voice that communicated to 
me His own concern as He said: “My son – all is not lost. Rejoice that in this 
lesson you need not become bitter, but better; for you shall now come to 
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understand the difference between a life work that is built on the foundation 
and one which is merely built on ‘another foundation’.” 
 
There were some things that suddenly became so clear – crystal clear. As 
never before I realized just how much work resulted from the vision of 
man’s own heart, how much was wrought merely in human energies, to 
satisfy man’s own private ambition. For the first time I realized what the 
foundation really was. I had always assumed this meant “building for 
Christ.” Now I knew it was not just work done for Him, but Him. It was 
building the very life of Christ into others. Thus Christ Himself becomes in 
each one, in each church and in His whole Body the very Fountainhead and 
then the Increase. 
 
While many are being preoccupied with great exploits for Him, they have 
missed this simple secret. It is not work, activity, occupation or building; it 
is Christ Himself – Him working. Now then I realized what it would mean to 
build upon the foundation and according to His pattern. It was not our 
working, but rather His working by the Spirit through us – one life touching 
another life and moulding it in a spiritual way. This was producing gold, 
silver and precious stones which are eternal and could not be destroyed by 
fire. 
 
Yet here is the first essential. Only as man will know the severing work of 
the Cross in him, turning him from the lust to build or carve out a private 
kingdom in which he can glory, will God begin to share that larger vision 
and ultimate purpose of building only on the foundation and according to 
His pattern. I wept and rejoiced! I thanked God for His own unveiling. What 
I had seen I knew I could hardly really share with others, for mere words 
seemed too inadequate. 
 
As I got up from my knees the Lord was adding one final reminder: “Son, 
you can rejoice that as a young man you have seen this crash and collapse of 
just a few years of labor. There are many men who have finished their whole 
earthly course and then see their life-work tumble when it is too late to make 
any changes.” I could not help but thank Him again and again. How strange 
that the things which at first seem so bitter can be changed to the sweet. 
Since that day it has been my constant prayer that (1) I would always clearly 
recognize the foundation which is already laid and not build upon any 
sandy foundations of private ambition; and (2) that I would increasingly 
learn how to minister by the Spirit and not in the energy of the flesh; so that 
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in the end I may have built not wood, hay and stubble, but gold, silver and 
precious stones which are eternal and precious unto Him. 
 
 
God Had Been Preparing 
 
Now in the beginning when I said that “the preparations of the heart… is 
from the LORD,” I was referring to a little booklet which the Lord had 
previously directed to my hand. In reading this booklet, The Crash or 
Collapse of a Life Work, written by my dear friend, Paul Billheimer, God 
had started preparing for what was ahead. Through it He had spoken most 
pointedly and emphatically. It was His own way of preparing me for the 
crash which was soon to come. Let me share a few paragraphs from the 
booklet with you: 
 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ, Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man’s work shall be made 
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by 
fire;…. If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he 
shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall 
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire (1 
Corinthians 3:11-15). 

 
These verses set forth a picture, very familiar in the Orient in Paul’s 
day and also in ours, in which are stately palaces of marble and 
granite, with roof and columns glittering with gold and silver 
decorations, and close by these, the wretched hovels of the poor and 
outcast, made of wood and straw and stubble. In his mind’s eye the 
apostle saw the flames of a great conflagration sweeping over the 
scene, in which all buildings of combustible material were completely 
consumed, while those of imperishable construction remained 
undamaged after the fire had exhausted itself. The apostle is warning 
Christian workers, by this figure, that some day their life work, done 
in the Name of Christ, will be subjected to the fire of Christ’s 
judgment and that whatsoever is useless or of no permanent value will 
be destroyed. 

 
To some it may be a new (and I hope to all it may be a startling) 
thought, that it is possible for a Christian worker, even one who is 
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truly born again, and maybe one who has spent his entire life in 
strenuous work in Christ’s Name to be saved while his entire life work 
is destroyed. Such an one would be in the position of a man whose 
house has been burned; the man himself is saved, but his property, all 
that the man has built or accumulated in a lifetime of toil and has 
valued as the fruit of his labor is gone. He may not himself have 
suffered any bodily injury; he may have escaped from the fire himself 
unscathed, but he is so stripped that his whole life work has been for 
nothing. 

 
So shall it be with some Christian workers who may be even zealous 
and energetic, who pass into that heavenly state, hearing behind them 
as they enter, the crash of all they have been building up in a lifetime 
– leaving only a ghastly charred ruin and a cloud of dust. To have 
been so utterly useless to Him, to have spent their life building up a 
pretentious and imposing structure which at last tumbles like a house 
of sticks which it is, to come to the end and find that not one solid 
brick in the eternal building was laid by them, that none of their 
mistaken toil was to be accepted into the eternal – must be 
unspeakably sad. But such is the end that some Christian workers may 
be preparing for themselves. They are to enter into a life in which the 
nature and character of the work they have done in this world shall 
bring upon itself utter destruction or enduring recognition and reward. 
The new life they are to pass into shall absolutely annihilate what is 
not in keeping with it and leaven only what is useful and congruous to 
it. 

 
Surely it will be a solemn day for that Christian worker, evangelist, 
pastor, teacher or ecclesiastical leader who sees all these works which 
he so honestly believed to be for God, vanishing as worthless stubble 
in the searching fire of the judgment seat of Christ, which will purge 
away all the dross of his human doings and leave only that which is of 
value in God’s sight. All the work that has the stamp of self-seeking 
upon it will then be burnt up. Gold, silver, and precious stonework is 
done wholly upon God’s line, for the glory of Christ alone and in 
which no trace of self appears. 

 
It might give some of us pause, if we knew that in reality, judgment is 
being passed and decision rendered as to the moral quality of our 
work even now, day by day. We are too wont to put off the day of 
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judgment to some dim and distant future. What a difference it would 
tend to make in our work if we realized that we are constantly under 
the eye of the Judge. In Hebrews 12:23 the writer says to the 
believers, ‘Ye are come to God the Judge of all.’ It is a present thing. 
Day by day God is now weighing the value of our work in the light of 
eternity and rendering decision as to its ultimate worth. The results of 
that judgment, withheld from our eyes here, will be made manifest 
before all men at the judgment seat of Christ. There is much work 
today that looks very well in the eyes of men, that is praised very 
highly by church leaders, which yet may be utterly rejected by Christ 
in that day. (Paul Billheimer in The Crash or Collapse of a Life Work) 

 
 
Is It “of Men” or “of God”? 
 
You can begin to see how God could prepare my heart in reading these lines. 
He was wanting to show me the difference between His ways and my own 
ways, His energy of the Spirit and my own energy of the flesh. He wanted to 
emphasize how all that is not originated by Him, that is not executed by His 
strength and energy and done alone for His glory will be consumed in the 
fiery test. And what is so tragic and blinding – is that I had convinced myself 
it was “for Him.” Apart from “seeing things in His light” I was as one 
blinded. All I had originated, carried on and done for and by self, no matter 
how religious or successful it seemed to be, would be utterly destroyed in 
that day. Nothing except what God originates and executes will be revealed 
as having any value for eternity, and motive will be seen to be more 
important than accomplishment. What is done through Christ, though 
unpretentious, will be seen to stand the test, while that which is done for 
selfish or private ambition – though glorious in human eyes, will appear for 
what it is, only shadow and not substance: wood, hay and stubble. Since that 
glorious day of unveiling, the ministry has been different. I have come in an 
increasing way to appreciate Christ, the foundation, and to know that God 
will only build upon Him, and according to Him. We shall see how this is 
the message of this book. 
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D 
Principle: It is imperative that we recognize the foundation… which is 
already laid. 1 Corinthians 3:11. 
 

J 

A discerning pastor comments: When I observe the various religious efforts 
today, I wonder how men can continue on so blindly. One man in his 
ministry can gather a large congregation and build a grand monument of 
bricks only to have it seemingly collapse and crash in a few short years 
when he moves off the scene. Why? I have pondered if this is really 
according to God’s pattern. Does anything really built by God and unto Him 
collapse, or does it abide forever? Does such a builder really recognize the 
foundation which is already laid, or is he guilty of carving out a little 
kingdom which appears to be for God, yet really is for himself? 
 
 

2 
 

Learning to Recognize  
the Foundation 

 
 
 
 
What does Paul mean when he insists that Jesus Christ is the Only 
Foundation? “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” From this verse it would seem that there are those who do 
attempt to lay other foundations which are really only pseudo-foundations; 
therefore they cannot endure. Is it possible that so much of our present day 
religious confusion results from building in our own way and upon our own 
sandy foundations of private ambition? If so, one thing is surely imperative: 
we must clearly understand the difference between the foundation and 
“other foundations.” 
 
This seemed to be the primary burden in Paul’s writing to the Corinthians: to 
help them understand how they are laborers together with God building upon 
the one foundation, and all should be building one single superstructure. 
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In writing to the Corinthians, the apostle is showing the tendency of certain 
teachers in their midst to overpress their own interpretations of the truth and 
so to make parties under their leadership. In warning them, perhaps Paul 
would have pictured it (see diagram) by showing them these different 
foundations with the resulting different superstructures which would grow 
up. If they recognized the foundation and worked as “laborers together with 
God” they would also understand the spiritual house which He is building, 
while if they were building on “another foundation,” the inevitable 
outgrowth would be building their own visible kingdom. But notice also the 
hidden footing under each foundation. This pictures the motive which is 
hidden from view. 

 
 
  
 
 
                          

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

The private ambition of 
carving out my own kingdom 

The visible 
kingdom we are 

supposedly 
building “for Him” 

but really for 
ourselves 

“Another Foundation” 

With a single eye to His 
larger purpose 

The spiritual house 
which He is 

building. “We are 
laborers together” 

with Him. 

The Foundation 

  

The 
hidden 
motives 

 
 
 
 
 
Paul would insist that once we have been truly identified with Christ in His 
death, we have also become identified with Him in a new motive and 
purpose for living. Henceforth we are not “to live unto ourselves but unto 
Him” – this is the new and only footing for the resurrected life. But if the 
work of the Cross has not touched the deepest areas of the life and ministry, 
men will most surely build their own kingdom upon the hidden footing of 
private ambition. And alas, many have convinced themselves that their 
ministry and motives are adjusted at the Cross and wholly upon the proper 
line and foundation. 
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Perhaps these most searching questions that follow can help us test our own 
motives, can help us realize whether we are carving out our own kingdom, 
or truly living and pouring out our lives unto Him for building His spiritual 
house. 
 
 
Let Us Check Our Motives 
 
Do I attempt to draw men to myself and into my orbit so as to use them for 
my church or little kingdom, or do I seek always to thrust them upon Christ 
and what He desires for their life and ministry even if they never become 
related to my work or vision? Without realizing what he was saying, one 
pastor admitted: “I never waste my time visiting in our local hospital, for 
almost all the patients come from nearby towns and already belong to other 
churches.” Another pastor who came to see how self-relating his ministry 
had been confessed: “I’m ashamed that I have visited only my own members 
– how guilty I have been of seeing folk only as they related to my work.” 
 
Do I make others more dependent upon me and the spiritual food I can give 
them, or make them more dependent upon the Lord as their Source? Do I 
teach them how to heed my words, or how to become alive to His speaking 
through His own Word? Do I secretly enjoy making others dependent upon 
me so it will be difficult for them to accept another teacher or spiritual 
leader, by winning their affections and pampering their little prejudices? In 
these past twenty years what a shocking time it has been for me as God 
broke up the little honeymoons with those who have been won or fed under 
our ministry. Yet – when we are unwilling to thrust them upon Him, then He 
must allow some misunderstanding, some unveiling of our own frailties and 
blunders, some drastic crossing of purpose and vision – anything to break up 
the little “love affair” and release them from inordinate attachments and 
knowing one another after the flesh. 
 
Do I, perhaps unwittingly, build upon my own gift and ministry so as to 
remain essential, or am I seeking always to build up the gift and ministry of 
others so I can soon be released or move out? Am I really reproducing 
myself in others so as to have a manifold ministry throughout the whole 
world, yet never to have anything visible or concrete to glory in for myself? 
Then all I shall have is the deep inner sense that God is getting more lives 
truly upon His foundation – those who are living wholly according to the 
divine pattern of ministry. 
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Do I rejoice when I see those “we” have won (that is, the Lord working 
through me) begin to fill the pews of every other group or fellowship? Do I 
rejoice when all our workers go out to help in other fields until it almost 
appears that our place has become a spawning ground for all the other fish 
bowls of the area? This proverb takes on new meaning: “There is that 
scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, but it tendeth to poverty” (11:24). Oh, how one should rejoice when he 
sees the enlarging of his ministry to reach into every part of the world. But 
such rejoicing can only come when we have truly “seen” the One 
Foundation. 
 
Can I rejoice when, after many years, I have nothing visible or monumental 
to which I can point to and glory in as the fruit of my labors, even though 
many of my friends around me have achieved unusual success (?) in 
building great kingdoms (of course they say “for the Lord”) from which they 
can siphon off an illicit satisfaction? Have I learned the glorious lesson that 
real, true, lasting satisfaction only comes from Him when we have not 
sought it – but only Him? For then He becomes our satisfaction and we can 
“endure” when others feel sorry for us because we live by what they call a 
mistaken conception of life and ministry. 
 
Do I insist upon the “letter-acceptance” of my private interpretations so as to 
bring lives into my orbit and into subjection to my ministry? If so – like 
almost all others – I too, have my own sign of circumcision (the separating 
mark) by which I can claim men as standing for my vision, or belonging to 
my persuasion. Look down through the centuries, and note how every 
fragment or faction of people building upon their own private foundations 
have always emphasized their mark or sign of circumcision. Nor will they 
really accept you or wholly fellowship with you until they have brought you 
into full submission to their peculiar mark of circumcision. Whether it be 
some external kind of garb, some exact mode of baptism, some verbal 
expression of doctrine, some exact experience or some exacting 
interpretation of church form – these all have become the gathering point or 
foundation upon which one must stand before he is truly loyal or accepted 
into full fellowship. How subtle and how divisive is the enemy in turning 
men to “other foundations” so as to keep them from enjoying Him and the 
common expression of His life and fellowship. 
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In taking this little test of our motives and methods – we trust that the Holy 
Spirit will make clear what it means to recognize the foundation which is 
already laid, and how we are called to build according to His pattern. 
 
 

 
 
                          

 
    

Fostering a  
“Party Spirit” 

Wood 
Hay 

Stubble 
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Being one with 
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D 
We sat in a circle as a group of fellow workers sharing as the Lord would 
direct. For some time the fellowship and spirit was sweet and there was no 
confusion. Then it became very manifest that one who was yet building his 
own kingdom and promoting his own program was becoming defensive and 
closed. It was as though he were fearful of certain conclusions which might 
be forced upon him. To most of us it became obvious that if he were truly 
teachable, perhaps the Holy Spirit would unveil some method or motive in 
him that was wrong and it would eventuate in readjustment, or even in 
needing to discontinue his little kingdom building. For all of us – without 
any words or instruction to that effect – it became crystal clear whether we 
were protective or open, whether we were striving or calm in spirit and 
gentle in attitude, whether we were partial and divisive or easy to be 
entreated. 
 

J 

It was as though by One Spirit we were being taught – and were freely 
drinking of that One Spirit. Someone has well said that, “in real intimate 
fellowship with anyone, we are sure to drink of their spirit or the fellowship 
will cease.” Surely we must know when to be “closed to the spirit of 
another” but we must also learn how to be continually open to the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
 

3 
 

Are You Controlled  
By the “Party Spirit”? 

 
 
 
 
In the Corinthian letter Paul seems to show clearly how men are either one 
with God’s Spirit or they are for selfish reasons fostering a party spirit. It 
becomes obvious that whichever foundation one stands upon determines 
which spirit he drinks of and is governed by, and determines how he will 
build. The apostle would remind us that all religious work which is built up 
by the use of party spirit will in that day – if not sooner – be consumed as 
mere wood, hay and stubble. 
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Today how many religious institutions rest upon “another foundation”? 
They have been built up by emphasizing some nonessential as the basis of 
fellowship, drawing others into their orbit by cutting them off from 
fellowship with other believers thus making a schism in the Body of Christ. 
“It is altogether possible that the truth in Christ is so varied and many sided 
that no one man or body of people can present it in its full orbed symmetry” 
(P.E.B.). I can very well understand that God might awaken one man or 
body of people especially to recover some phase of truth which has been 
neglected, but for them to continually emphasize that phase as though it 
were all that really mattered, is to ensure division and lopsidedness. The 
tendency to substitute that one phase as though it were the whole, to make 
fellowship rest in a common opinion rather than in a common life, is to set 
up an idol, to substitute another god for Christ, to begin “another 
foundation” instead of recognizing the foundation. 
 
How easy it is for those who have never experienced identification at the 
Cross to foster a party spirit and to use it as an instrument by which to build 
a work which must some day perish in the flames. What is a “party spirit”? 
It is that which causes men to be more zealous for their own view, for their 
own vision, for their own methods and their own group than for Christ and 
the eternal purpose of God. 
 
Let us beware of becoming movement minded! Live unto and for the whole 
Body of Christ or we will find ourselves stranded upon another foundation. 
With simplicity of heart, belong to Christ rather than to any man or any 
emphasis of truth. We may rightly appreciate and give due honor to the 
individual or church which was the instrument of our salvation and growth 
in grace, but when our love for our church breaks or hinders our fellowship 
with God’s true people in any other group, it has gotten in the wrong place – 
it is to that degree interfering with our fellowship with Christ. God says of 
His people, “Whosoever toucheth you toucheth the apple of mine eye.” 
When we refuse to fellowship with one with whom Christ is in fellowship, 
we are – in a sense – limiting our full measure of fellowship with Christ. 
 
It is important to remember that we can fellowship with individuals as those 
who share the life of Christ even though we may not find basis for 
fellowship with (or partake of) the system or other foundation in which they 
are yoked. (We shall consider the foundation of fellowship in another 
chapter.) 
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The Foundation of the Party Spirit 
 
The root or foundation of the party spirit is always self-interest. Any effort 
to separate a believer or a group of believers from another and draw them 
into the orbit of my personal leadership or into the orbit of my group is 
almost always motivated by plain unvarnished private ambition. It is done 
often with the purpose of enlarging my prestige, ecclesiastical or financial 
reward. It is sometimes the result of spiritual pride, for it flatters our vanity 
to bring others to bow down to our theological idols and come under the 
spell of our leadership. 
 
Consider the cost! It is well known that a man can expect no recognition of 
any kind in many tightly formed groups unless he shows loyalty to that 
group even at the cost of the highest principles. And some men yield that 
kind of loyalty because they know they will be penalized ecclesiastically if 
they do not. Thus a great organization is built up and maintained by means 
of the party spirit. There will certainly be a vast conflagration at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, for all religious work which is carried on with a 
view of self-advantage and private ambition will go up in flames. 
 
The question is raised: How can you build up and hold together a work in a 
world of so much competition, proselytizing and so many unfair methods, if 
you do not have something human by which to hold it together? Our answer 
is this: “All that is held together by anything else than His Spirit or built 
upon any other than His foundation will fall apart and go to pieces in that 
day if not before; therefore it is not worth the effort now.” 
 
Consider the narrowing effect of the party spirit. The Corinthians were each 
dividing into little factions, following men and manifesting the “I’m right” 
spirit. Some emphasized Paul, for they loved teaching and the intellectual 
diet. Another group gathered around Apollos, for no doubt his oratory and 
fluency of words stirred them to action. Still another group followed Peter, 
for his seemingly practical ministry and understanding was more in 
sympathy with their ups and downs. But there was yet a fourth group who 
insisted the others were divisive in their interpretations. These proudly 
insisted: “We are of Christ – you are wrong – we are the only ones who are 
right, for we follow only Christ.” 
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Let us admit, that perhaps in principle and doctrine, these who were of 
Christ seemed to be more right. Yet they were wrong. They fostered a party 
spirit, in that they were using Christ for their own advantage and strange as it 
may seem, were building their work on another foundation. Their wrong 
“I’m right” spirit was proof enough that they were building upon a wrong 
foundation, that they were not wholly settled upon and living unto the Lord 
Jesus. When we have truly learned to labor and build with Him, we enjoy 
watching how the Holy Spirit works. He does not allow us to vindicate 
ourselves nor establish our own positions. When He takes over we do not 
need to foster the party or “I’m right” spirit. 
 
Here was Paul’s answer to their party spirit. What narrowness! What 
foolishness, cutting themselves off from all the others. What foolish acting 
as babes. How could they glory in mere men? Did they not know that “all 
things” were theirs and that they all needed the ministry and help of Paul, of 
Apollos, and of Peter? 
 
Even so it comes down to our day – the same party spirit cuts us off from the 
larger ministry of God’s servants to His Body. Is not Luther ours, and Calvin 
too, also Wesley and Whitefield as well as Finney and even the pastor down 
the street in another church? Yes, Paul insists that when we have truly 
recognized the foundation we are able to appreciate and receive every 
ministry which He has given. We shall live in One Spirit and drink freely 
from all the wisdom and knowledge that God shares in building His Spiritual 
House. 
 
The lines are becoming more clearly drawn between that which is “of men” 
and that which is “of God.” The hour is fast approaching when there will be 
an increased shaking of everything that can be shaken, “… that those things 
which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we, receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear” (Heb. 12:27-28). 
 
Therefore we can expect the testing of our motives. Work that is done with a 
view to some selfish advantage, advancement, better salary, greater 
ecclesiastical influence and recognition, social popularity and worldly 
success is really all of a piece with secular work and one laboring with these 
motives had better get into secular work altogether. The use of religion, the 
employment of sacred things to build a secular and private kingdom will 
surely end in sore judgment. It is true that God has His place for each one to 
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work, and when He is honored as Head He will help them build according to 
His pattern. 
 

But there is one thing that is primary with God: that is the exaltation 
and glorification of His Son. He will not be a part to glorifying any 
individual, any group movement, any body of people or ecclesiastical 
system apart from Christ. All that God has ordained, all ministries, all 
gifts, all appointments, all positions, all relationships – all exist solely 
for the increase of Christ. No one in a God-established order has any 
position or ministry which is merely official. In the order which God 
sanctions, there is no ministration of any kind which is given for any 
other purpose than the increase of Christ. When any other thing, the 
lifting up of any other leader, the advantage of any man or set of men 
comes into the motive, then God is not interested. (P.E.B.) 

 
Finally we are all faced with these questions. What is the hidden motive 
which governs our life and service? Upon what foundation are we building? 
What spirit controls us? Are we building wood, hay and stubble, or gold, 
silver and precious stones? There is no in-between. We are either on the 
foundation or seeking to build “other foundations.” 
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Section II 
 

 

The Ultimate  
Ministry 
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For about 15 years we have observed a church as it has passed through two 
kinds of ministry and emphasis: 
 
The first pastor in his ministry enjoyed an unusual spiritual increase. Though 
at times it seemed his preaching and practice of the Cross would turn 
everyone away, yet God was faithful to give His own increase. Indeed there 
were new kernels of corn being “born” and then planted around about – a 
continual process. Out from this church flowed individual ministries and 
gospel teams to share His Life and reality. Almost every church, home and 
street corner felt the impact of this outreach. It seemed this was a church 
bent on ministering to every part of Christ’s Body in that area. With such a 
broadside scattering of lives, one often wondered if there would be anyone 
left in church for the pastor to minister to. Strangely! But as more left, there 
were many more to take their places. In their liberality of giving to the whole 
Body of Christ, the Lord graciously gave His own increase. 
 
The second pastor came to this church and another kind of ministry and 
emphasis followed. It was not immediately perceptible, but gradually this 
pastor’s conception became evident and his intentions were made known. 
Instead of encouraging folk to move out in a ministry, he insisted that they 
should be “in their place, working in their own church – faithful every 
Sunday.” He impressed upon them the need to build their church, not every 
other church in the valley. It seemed so right – so logical. Indeed the folk 
needed to be taught and better established before they went out! Surely they 
needed to build a strong local center as an example that other churches might 
follow. Perhaps without realizing it, the emphasis changed from “bringing 
hearts to the Lord” to “bringing them to their church.” 
 
Now, after seven or eight years of this emphasis the church has every 
appearance of success, yet underneath there is a deep sense of spiritual 
poverty – emptiness, unreality. There is little flow of life! The church is 
moving on the momentum started in the past. In living unto itself, it has 
become much like a bin of grain – grain which should have been planted 
long ago. All we have pictured would emphasize clearly that there are two 
kinds of ministry… 
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1 
 

A Ministry of Apparent Success  
Or a Ministry of Divine Increase 

 
 
 
 
Sooner or later every individual will be faced in his ministry with living for 
his own part or living for God’s whole. Here we touch the hidden motive 
which governs our ministry. With a Sunday school teacher it may be 
building just his own class or integrating them into the whole life of the 
church; with a pastor it may be building his own congregation or building 
the whole Body of Christ in that locality; with a district leader it may be 
building his own region instead of living unto the whole; even in the home 
one member may live unto himself and by his individualism hinder the 
whole family. While our motive may not be discernible, our kind of ministry 
will always “give us away.” Again we picture two different foundations for 
building two kinds of ministry: There is one which (with-) holdeth and one 
which scattereth. If the reader requires a clear-cut principle to stand upon, 
consider these verses in Proverbs 11:24-31: 
 

There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal 
soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also 
himself. (vv. 24-25) 

 
What a paradox this seems! Yet with a discerning eye one can see this 
demonstrated, not only in the church mentioned above, but in many churches 
across the land. Let no one misunderstand that we rejoice in the great 
increase in attendance in any church, but we must not be fooled into 
accepting such as the guarantee of spiritual increase. Nor should we assume 
that this modern impetus in building new church sanctuaries demonstrates 
the increase of God. 
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One day the prophet Hosea looked out upon the apparent success and 
increase of Israel. But with his discerning eye he could distinguish that their 
seeming increase was actually spiritual poverty. Listen to his warning: 
 
“Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself…” 
(Hosea 10:1-2). Is not this God’s controversy with the modern church of 
today? As we have pictured (in the diagram), there is great building of our 
own little kingdoms. In living for our own part we are forced to “hold.” This 
is according to our hidden motive: “fruit unto ourselves.” Notice also that 
Hosea speaks of a time in the history of Israel when “according to the 
multitude of his fruit (Israel’s not God’s) he hath increased the altars; 
according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly images.” Israel 
was building places of worship in every suitable hill or forest – but (like 
images) – it merely brought glory and satisfaction to their own heart – not to 
God. 
 
 

  
  
 
 
                          

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two Ministries Which Often Appear Alike 

Living For My Part 

Appears as 
Success but 
is merely fruit 
for ourselves  

There is that holdeth,  
yet tendeth to poverty 

There is that scattereth, 
and yet increaseth 

Divine increase which
the evidence of His 
blessing and true 

fruitfulness 

 is 

Living For His Whole 

 
Finally in verse two we have God uncovering the real motive in their 
ministry: “Their heart is divided….” As it was with Israel, so it is with us. 
Our heart will be secretly carving out some little part of the vineyard as a 
way to demonstrate our own success – we are eager for the fruit for 
ourselves. But when we have been adjusted at the Cross, our ministry will be 
dedicated unto God’s whole purpose; we shall be content to scatter and plant 
for we know that in due season, God will give the divine increase which will 
manifest true fruitfulness unto Himself. 
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I suppose there is some reader, like myself, who has observed such extreme 
liberality in giving away that when it came time for planting there was 
nothing left to plant – and hence could be no harvest in the fall. For the 
majority who tend toward selfishness there is a little phrase, which is quite 
important. Consider how in Proverbs 11:24 God does encourage us to use 
wisdom in our liberality. “There is that withholdeth more than is meet….” In 
this phrase: more than is meet we have God’s instruction to keep sufficient 
grain for planting, or in the case of a church to keep sufficient workers to 
properly conduct the ministry of the church. In our dedication to follow 
certain principles, God never allows the extremes which unsanctified 
judgment pursues. 
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D Throughout the week as we visited in many of the homes of the church-
people, certain desperate situations became apparent to me. I found myself 
selecting illustrations and designing messages calculated to expose these 
problems and to effect the cure. However, by the end of the week it was 
obvious I was only preaching at the people; the Holy Spirit was not 
sharpening the truth or applying it. Indeed I had shared truth with excellent 
application. But herein was the trouble: I was doing it and it therefore 
brought no response. 
 

J 

In desperation I determined to spend the night in prayer, asking God for a 
breaking among the people. God heard! But His way was to start a breaking 
in me which unveiled why mine was… 
 
 

2 
 

A Ministry of Death  
Instead of Life 

 
 
 
 
God’s way with me is often so graphic. After hours of waiting to understand 
why my preaching did not break the people or convict them, I was reminded 
of Elijah and how he had recovered the axe head for the students. Then it 
began to unfold – yes, that was exactly my problem. I felt like a woodsman 
chopping at the trees, but the axe head had fallen from the handle. I saw how 
I had only been whipping the people with the handle. When there is no 
cutting power it is because the head is gone. 
 
Surely this was the secret! Without the anointing of the Holy Spirit there 
could be no sharpness or cutting. Indeed the sharpened axe head is to the 
woodsman as the anointing is to the servant of the Lord. Only one who has 
known the importance of a sharp edge could realize his helplessness without 
it. 
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Then I realized this was only the beginning of what God was to show me. 
The further question was, how to keep the Holy Spirit’s anointing 
continually in the ministry. As I pondered about the axe, I recalled how a 
friend had questioned me about the three parts of an axe. I knew about the 
handle and the head, but had forgotten completely about the little wedge that 
keeps the head in place. 
 
Then like a shaft of light exposing the darkness I saw a reality that was to 
change my walk as nothing else had ever changed it. I saw that one cannot 
rest upon a past submission. God intends for us to enjoy a daily walk in 
intimate fellowship. And such fellowship requires not only a crisis, but a 
daily practice (and a spirit) of submission. Indeed here was the important 
key to the secret of an anointed ministry. Submission or obedience as a daily 
routine was the little wedge which keeps the axe-head in place. I realized in 
a new way why Peter had insisted that a daily flowing of the Holy Spirit is 
given to them who obey (Acts 5:32). How guilty I had been of resting on the 
past. There had been many a crisis of submission, but God wanted a daily 
reality, not a past testimony. I saw that God’s way to condition a life in the 
spirit of submission was to precipitate new issues every day so as to uncover 
pride, hidden reversions to the self-life, or subtle dependencies upon one’s 
own abilities. How blessed to expect and enjoy that pathway of submission 
which continually crosses up the old, so there may be a flowing in of His 
new life. 
 
That night I realized anew that I was demanding something of the people 
which I was not giving to God. I was simply asking submission – and that 
was what God was asking of me. The circumstance was different, but the 
issue was the same: submission. Is it not strange how we can know certain 
principles, and yet – if we do not live in that intimate fellowship of light they 
will slip from our attention? I had often spoken from the following verse, but 
now its meaning flooded with new significance. 
 

… Being in readiness to punish every (insubordinate for his) 
disobedience, when your own submission and obedience are fully 
secured and complete. (2 Cor. 10:6, A.N.T.) 

 
How appropriate this verse was to my need. I saw how the spirit of blindness 
and deception could legally hold sway over these lives. I could expect no 
invasion by the Holy Spirit to cast down false reasonings or proud and lofty 
things that set themselves against God until my obedience was fulfilled. I 
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saw more clearly than I had ever seen that this is not a battle in which our 
weapons are mere sermons, illustrations or clever devices for uncovering 
wrong, but the Holy Spirit’s sharp edge is our only weapon for the 
overthrow and destruction of strongholds (2 Cor. 10:5). Thus we are the first 
stronghold that must be under full submission. 
 
 
Now No Longer Death – but Life 
 
Immediately my ministry changed. When in brokenness I faced my own 
lethargy and carelessness – my own lack of instant obedience and 
submission – then the Holy Spirit was faithful to uncover the people. Instead 
of whipping with an axe-handle, there was a sweet flowing of Life – His 
Life that no one could resist. Where there is this flowing of Life, all the letter 
and legality, all striving and death are set aside for the work of the Spirit. 
 
I remembered one fall when it was time to gather the oak leaves in our yard. 
I waited and waited but many of them would not fall. I would have used a 
pole to strip the leaves if the trees had not been so tall. But when the spring 
came I discovered how wonderful is God’s lesson of life. Just a few days 
after the sap began to flow up into the branches all those dead leaves were 
released. How graphically He pictured to me that my ministry had so often 
been a pole ministry: that is, taking a long pole and from the pulpit trying to 
knock off the dead things in the lives of people. Often I could not reach them 
– my pole was too short. And more often when I had severed some of the 
dead things, there they sat, stripped – but lifeless; purged – but empty of any 
fruit or growth. Indeed God’s way is to use His Life to overcome the ravages 
of death. This is the ministry we need. 
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D A boy was once seen walking home after the martyr fires had 
been burning brightly at Smithfield. Someone said to him: “My 
boy, why were you there?” Like a true follower of the Lamb he 
replied, “I want to learn the way.” 
 
When Bloody Mary, as she has been called, had forbidden the 
proclamation of the simple gospel, Lawrence Sanders was 
constrained to obey God rather than man. When sentenced to 
death before the Lord Chancellor, Sanders answered: 
“Welcome be it, whatever the will of God shall be, either life or 
death; I tell you truly I have learned to die.” Taking the stake to 
which he was to be chained and burned, he kissed it saying, 
“Welcome the Cross of Christ, welcome everlasting life.” 
 

J 

Do such martyr stories seem to belong to another world, “to 
another order of life?” Shame on us that we think so! If, 
however, it is our eternal passion to press on to know Christ, we 
shall soon discover that the crucified Lord must have crucified 
followers; that as we glory in the Cross for our salvation, so we 
must embrace the Cross for crucifixion. We cannot sever the 
outward from the inward cross. Shame on me if I think there is 
a Cross for Jesus, but none for me. Let me embrace the way of 
the Cross and learn to die. (L.E. Maxwell in Born Crucified) 

 
 

3 
 

The Preaching About the Cross  
Or the Preaching of the Cross 

 
 
 
 
It is alarming that many evangelicals in their ministry have considered the 
Cross as their theme, yet they have not known it as an inward regulating 
power. As we have pictured (below) there is a very real difference between a 
preaching about the Cross and a preaching of the Cross. To fondly look 
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away to Calvary’s rugged hill and glory in the Cross is simply to know an 
outward Cross; to embrace the Cross inwardly and experience its changing 
power is to have not merely an instrumental, but an expressive ministry. 
 
Among others there is at least one verse (1 Cor. 1:18) in which Paul explains 
how the Cross had become a regulating force in his life and ministry. But we 
shall miss the full meaning of this verse unless we discover the meaning of 
one word – a word which becomes a key to open the meaning which has too 
long been hidden. The King James version reads: 
 
“The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18). 
 
Now the term preaching used here is “logos” in the Greek. To leave the 
impression that this term implies merely a vocal declaration – as we usually 
consider preaching – is to miss the real issue. Surely God has something 
much deeper in mind than a mere preaching about the Cross. 
 
We rejoice that several new translations are using: “the word (logos) of the 
Cross,” so as to indicate that it is the expression, the divine reason or 
unveiling of the Cross which is vitally important. Here is the essential 
difference. As long as the Cross is but a proclamation it is merely a ministry 
of the lip; but when the Cross becomes incarnate as an operating principle it 
produces a ministry of life. So we can see there is a declaration (preaching) 
about the Cross, but there must also be an expression (preaching) of the 
Cross. 
 
From eternity the Cross has been an inward regulating principle in God. 
Everything God does is sacrificial: i.e. giving, sharing and pouring forth 
from Himself. We can see the Cross in the heart of God regulating all He 
does. So, when the Eternal Son stepped forth from the bosom of the Father 
to enter this world, it was indeed the Logos of God coming forth: He was the 
Divine Expression. 
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Expression or Proclamation 
 
 
A Ministry:                                              1. Our attitude 
that flows out                  
of the Cross.    2. Our knowledge 
         
       3. Our fullness 
 
 
A Ministering:   
about the Cross. 1. 
 
   2.  
 
   3.   
 
 
 
How can you express yourself if there are no adequate words? Well, the 
Heavenly Father had an Adequate Word. He sent forth His Son to be the 
very expression of Himself. And when we behold the Son we see not merely 
God’s Person expressed, but we can look into the very nature of God and see 
the inward principle of the Cross in operation. All through His earthly life 
we see our Lord Jesus continually giving Himself – and finally even unto the 
death of the Cross. So there is both the Logos of the Father – the expressing 
of His Person; and also the logos of the Cross – the expressing of His inward 
sacrificial nature. 
 
Since every believer is to have a ministry, the question is – what do we 
express? We are concerned that the vast majority of ministering is merely a 
declaration about the Cross, but God intends for us to be expressive of the 
Cross. 
 
1. The inward Cross regulates our attitude. When Mrs. Brown came 
home from the Sunday service her first remark was: “I don’t know why I go 
back to that church, I never seem to get a thing out of that service.” It is not 
beyond possibility that the church service was lacking in reality and a 
flowing of life, but it is most evident that she needs a rectifying in her 
conception of ministry. She clearly emphasized that she “went to get.” There 
are multitudes who sit in church every Sunday whose sole pre-occupation is 
to be ministered unto. They sing about the Cross, talk about the Cross and 
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preach about it, but have missed its radical working within. In God’s 
intention we are not invited to a worship service as mere spectators, but as 
participators. When we have been dealt with inwardly, the Cross will help us 
to go to any service to minister, not merely be ministered unto. 
 
In my observing certain lives, it has been amazing to see how some 
individuals can come into a service with life, light and reality exuding from 
their face. They can lift any service, warm any atmosphere, encourage any 
speaker by their receptivity. Divine Life is flowing out of their being. Such 
individuals have surely experienced an inward regulating of the Cross. They 
are always expressive – pouring forth, giving of themselves – ministering to 
the hearts and spirits of others. Nor do they need a pulpit for such a ministry. 
They overflow while in the pew, in the car, on the street or in the home. 
They have moved beyond a mere declaration of that redemptive work of 
Christ which is available to all; now they are like an open channel 
ministering His Life to all. 
 
2. The inward Cross regulates our knowledge. Who has not, at some time, 
reached a point when spiritual things seem stale, when preaching has lost its 
edge, when praying has become monotony, when reading and studying the 
Word has become empty and meaningless? Few will ever honestly admit 
such a state of unreality, even to themselves – yet it does exist. There is a 
reason. 
 
If you will pardon my rather crude illustration, I like to describe it like this. 
We have a faucet at our kitchen sink which has several sieves that mix air 
into the outflowing of the water. It comes out aerated – full of life, bubbling 
– sparkling. I think this is much like our ministry. When we share 
knowledge which has not passed through the sieve – i.e. the Cross has not 
made it operative in our life – it is just a flow without life, sparkle or reality. 
Some people share knowledge – but there has been no regulating by the 
Cross – and the outflow is dead, rational and stimulating only to the mind. 
Other people share their experiences – but there has been no regulating by 
the Cross – and the outflow is empty, meaningless, almost repulsive for it is 
related to them and their blessing. Their experience is intended to stimulate 
the emotions of others, but, oh the lack of reality. 
 
I know a pastor who has taken one church after another in the past twenty 
years. He is a thorough, deliberate teacher of the Word who glories in 
getting every jot and tittle in its precise pigeonhole. The tragedy is, that after 
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two or three years of this ministry of knowledge, his congregation dwindles, 
his people get puffed up in their superior ability to interpret according to the 
fundamental yardstick. The outflow of knowledge has never been aerated 
(regulated) at the Cross – where it becomes reality – i.e. life-giving and 
lifting. 
 
3. The inward Cross regulates our fullness. In these days when home 
Bible study groups are springing up everywhere, and other groups are 
seeking to move into the proper New Testament order for Church ministry, 
this inner regulation at the Cross is becoming more necessary. It is true, at 
the beginning, any change in style of service will inspire or enthuse 
participation. Yet for an effective ministry – there must be a flow of life. We 
have already said there must be an adjusted attitude: coming to minister 
instead of being ministered unto. But when everyone comes to the service to 
share “out of the top of his head,” the problem only deepens. One who is 
inclined to be intellectual will share knowledge while the others groan in 
boredom. Another will share his self-relating experiences which are 
meaningless to others. 
 
As we look around us, we cannot fail to observe a tragic lack of spiritual 
reality. There is nothing about these lives to indicate fullness or overflow. 
They hardly have sufficient for their own needs, much less something to 
spare for others in the meeting. 
 
The danger in this open sharing which is intended to allow a body-ministry 
is that so few come prepared – or overflowing. This does not mean that one 
prepares himself to share in a service by picking up some good book, or 
even turning to the Bible for some hastily acquired bit of knowledge. There 
are some types of personality whose vivacity and personal inspiration can 
pawn off second-hand experiences with a marked degree of (seeming) 
reality. But the majority cannot! There is always an undertone of unreality to 
the discerning ear. When things do not flow through the Cross, as a sieve, 
there will be no regulating of experience or knowledge into fullness of 
reality. 
 
Why are so many poor in reality? It is because they do not know the 
discipline of the Spirit. They have by-passed the Cross and its working in 
them. The psalmist explained it: “in pressure thou hast enlarged me” (Psalm 
4:1, Darby trans.). So the object of all pressure is enlargement – a bringing 
us to larger capacity that we may have ample to share with others when we 
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enter the meeting. We must learn to count upon His twofold work: first of 
revealing to us the nature and the dimensions of reality, and secondly of 
bringing us into every whit of the reality He has revealed. Thus it is not a 
question of our capacity, or of our ability, but of the absolute faithfulness of 
the Holy Spirit to produce an outflow and release through our life. 
 
Let us not despair! If we know we have embraced the inward Cross for an 
effective ministry, we can be sure He is faithful to accomplish that inward 
regulating of attitude, reality and fullness. 
 

Our reliance is too much on the charms of this world, in 
drawing souls to the Gospel and to the Saviour. The Holy Spirit 
will not tolerate our idols. If we will have artistic and secular 
types of music, substituting unsanctified art for simple praise; if 
we will have elaborate ritual in place of simple, believing 
prayer; if we will have eloquent lectures in place of simple, 
earnest Gospel preaching, we must not wonder if no Shekinah 
fires burn in our sanctuaries. (A.T. Pierson) 
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D We had just been seated in his study. There was a moment of 
strained silence and finally he said, “I invited you over to help 
me – I’m seemingly at the end of my rope. I must honestly face 
it. Something is wrong in my life and therefore in my ministry.” 
 
I was not surprised, though I’m sure these words would have 
come as a great shock to scores of ministerial friends who, I’m 
sure, secretly envied his prestige, apparent success and 
popularity. I looked around at the scores of shelves holding 
hundreds of carefully chosen volumes – books – all that any 
pastor could want in his study. I glanced at his files which I 
knew contained more than 20 years of extraordinary sermons – 
sound, scriptural, enlightening – so all his listeners would have 
insisted. 
 
Why – why was this man admitting such failure? No, I repeat, it 
was no surprise. For in more than 15 years of traveling across 
this country I have heard this inner-spirit-groan from dozens of 
others – men whom one could hardly imagine felt that way; 
names I would not share with you for any reason, for I hold 
their trust and confidence too sacred. 
 
Here was a dear servant of God who had tried the modern-day 
methods of evangelism, but was not fully cognizant of what 
kind of members it had added to his congregation. Here was 
one who had filled his pews morning and evening with an 
enviable attendance record, yet who inwardly had become 
convinced that he was merely appealing to man’s fleshly 
appetite while starving his spiritual appetite for God. 
 
When a man opens the door and pulls aside the veneer from his 
own life it is time to accept his invitation. But any forced 
entrance, I have learned, will only create strain and resentment 
for it is like ploughing and planting before season. God always 
has His time – He is always working at both ends: in preparing 
the seedbed and in preparing His seed. 
 
So I asked him if he would like for me to share one of the most 
precious secrets which the Lord had disclosed to me more than 
15 years before – one which had utterly transformed my whole 
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conception and purpose in the ministry. (These same principles 
were then written in our book, Come Hither, now out of print.) 
 
He was interested so I asked him to turn with me to Ezekiel 44 
where I began to distinguish between two different kinds of 
ministry as set forth there. 
 
 
Ministry – to the House or to the Lord 
 

J 

I suggested that we might read together from a small pamphlet 
written by Watchman Nee. I had just found in his writings how 
God had disclosed this same secret to this dear Chinese servant. 
Also in reading thus it would seem more impersonal and less 
direct, thereby making it possible for the Holy Spirit to make 
His own application to this pastor’s life. So we began reading. 

 
 

4 
 

In Our Ministry – What are  
We Occupied With? 

 
 
 
 
Let us note at the outset that there is little apparent difference between 
ministry to the house and ministry to the Lord. Many of you are doing your 
utmost to help your brethren, and you are laboring to save sinners and 
administer the affairs of the church. But let me ask you: Have you been 
seeking to meet the need around you, or have you been seeking to serve the 
Lord? Is it your fellow men you have in view, or is it Him? 
 
Let us be quite frank. Work for the Lord undoubtedly has its attractions for 
the flesh. You may find it very interesting, and you may be thrilled when 
crowds gather to hear you preach, and when numbers of souls are saved. If 
you have to stay at home, occupied from morning to night with mundane 
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matters, then you think: How meaningless life is! How grand it would be if I 
could go out and serve the Lord! If only I were free to go around preaching, 
or even to talk to people about Him! 
 
But that is not spirituality. That is merely a matter of natural preference. Oh, 
if only we could see that very much work for God is not really ministry to 
Him! He Himself has told us that there was a class of Levites who busily 
served in the Temple, and yet they were not (really) serving Him; they were 
merely serving the House. Service to the Lord and service to the House 
appear so much alike that it is often difficult to differentiate between the 
two. 
 
If an Israelite came along to the Temple and wanted to worship God, those 
Levites would come to his aid and help him to offer his peace offering and 
his burnt offering. They would help him drag the sacrifice to the altar, and 
they would slay it. Surely that was a grand work to be engaged in, 
reclaiming sinners and leading believers closer to the Lord! And God took 
account of the service of those Levites who helped men bring their peace 
offerings and their burnt offerings to the altar. Yet He said it was not 
ministry unto Himself. 
 
Brothers and sisters, there is a heavy burden on my heart that you might 
realize what God is after. He wants ministers who will minister to Him.  
 

They shall come near to Me to minister unto Me; and they shall stand 
before Me to offer unto Me the fat and the blood… They shall minister 
unto Me. (Ezek. 44:16) 

 
The thing I fear most is that many of you will go out and win sinners to the 
Lord and build up believers, without ministering to the Lord Himself. Much 
so-called service for Him is simply following our own natural inclinations. 
We have such active dispositions that we cannot bear to stay at home, so we 
run around for our own relief. We may be serving sinners, and we may be 
serving believers, but we are all the time serving our own flesh. 
 
But what do we really mean when we talk of serving God or serving the 
Temple? Here is what the Word says:  
 

But the priests, the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of 
My sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from Me, they 
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shall come near to Me to minister unto Me; and they shall stand 
before Me to offer unto Me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord God. 
(v. 15) 

 
 

In the sanctuary: 
     Ministering unto the Lord. 

In the outer court: 
     Ministering unto the people. 

 
 

 
The Two Conditions 
 
The conditions basic to all ministry that can truly be called ministry to the 
Lord are: (1) drawing near to Him and (2) standing before Him. 
 
How hard we often find it to drag ourselves into His presence! We shrink 
from the solitude, and even when we do detach ourselves physically, our 
thoughts still keep wandering outside. Many of us can enjoy working among 
people, but how many of us can draw near to God in the Holy of Holies? Yet 
it is only as we draw near to Him that we can minister to Him. To come into 
the presence of God and kneel before Him for an hour demands all the 
strength we possess. We have to be violent to hold that ground. But every 
one who serves the Lord knows the preciousness of such times, the 
sweetness of waking at midnight and spending an hour in prayer, or waking 
very early in the morning and getting up for an hour of prayer. 
 
Let me be very frank with you. Unless we really know what it is to draw 
near to God, we cannot know what it is to serve. It is impossible to stand 
afar off and still minister to Him. We cannot serve Him from a distance. 
There is only one place where ministry to Him is possible and that is the 
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Holy Place. In the outer court you approach the people; in the Most Holy 
Place you approach the Lord. 
 

In approaching the Lord: 
We learn how to stand before Him; 
We learn how to stand still; 
We stand before Him to await His will; 
When we have learned to stand – we can minister. 

 
The passage we have quoted emphasizes the need of drawing near to God if 
we are to minister to Him. It speaks also of standing before Him to minister. 
It seems to me that today we always want to be moving on; we cannot stand 
still. There are so many things claiming our attention that we are perpetually 
on the go. We cannot stop for a moment. But a spiritual person knows how 
to stand still. He can stand before God till God makes His will known. He 
can stand and await orders. 
 
Here I wish to address myself specifically to my fellow-workers. May I ask 
you: Is not all your work definitely organized and carried out to schedule? 
And has it not got to be done in great haste? Can you be persuaded to call a 
halt and not move for a little while? That is what is referred to here – “stand 
and minister to me.” 
 
None can truly minister to the Lord who do not know the meaning of this 
word: “They shall draw nigh unto Me and minister unto Me.” Nor can any 
minister to Him who do not understand this further word: “They shall stand 
before Me to minister unto Me.” Brethren, do you not think any servant 
should await his master’s orders before seeking to serve Him? 
 
 
Two Types of Sin 
 
There are two types of sin before God. One is the sin of rebelling against His 
commands, i.e. refusing to obey when He issues orders. The other is the sin 
of going ahead when the Lord has not issued orders. The one is rebellion; the 
other is presumption. The one is not doing what the Lord has required; the 
other is doing what the Lord has not required. Standing before the Lord 
deals with the sin of doing what the Lord has not commanded. 
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Brothers and sisters, how much of the work you have done has been based 
on the clear command of the Lord? How much have you done because of 
His direct instructions? And how much have you done simply on the ground 
that the thing you did was a good thing to do? Let me tell you that nothing 
so damages the Lord’s interests as a “good thing.” “Good things” are the 
greatest hindrance to the accomplishment of His Will. The moment we are 
faced with anything wicked or unclean, we immediately recognize it as a 
thing the Christian ought to avoid, and for that reason things which are 
positively evil are not such a menace to the Lord’s purpose as “good things.” 
You think: This thing would not be wrong, or, that thing is the very best that 
could be done; so you go ahead and do it without stopping to inquire if it is 
the Will of God. Oh, we who are His children all know that we ought not to 
do anything evil, but we think that if only our conscience does not forbid a 
thing, or if a thing commends itself to us as positively good, that is reason 
enough to go ahead and do it. 
 
That thing you contemplate doing may be very good, but are you standing 
before the Lord, awaiting His command regarding it? “They shall stand 
before Me” involves halting in His presence and refusing to move till He 
issues His orders. Ministry to the Lord means that. In the outer court it is 
human need that governs. Just let someone come along to sacrifice an ox or 
a sheep, and there is work for you to do. But in the Holiest Place there is 
utter solitude. Not a soul comes in. No brother or sister governs us here, nor 
does any committee determine our affairs. In the Holiest Place there is one 
authority only, the authority of the Lord. If He appoints me a task I do it; if 
He appoints me no task I do none. 
 
But something is required of us as we stand before the Lord and minister to 
Him. We are required to offer Him “the fat and the blood.” The blood 
answers the demands of His holiness and righteousness; the fat meets the 
requirements of His glory. The blood deals with the question of our sin; the 
fat deals with the question of His satisfaction. The blood removes all that 
belongs to the old creation; the fat brings in the new. And this is something 
more than spiritual doctrine. Our old life was involved in the pouring out of 
HIS life unto death. When He shed His eternally incorruptible blood, He was 
not only pouring out His own life, He was pouring out the whole of the life 
man had by natural birth. And He not only died: He arose from the dead, and 
“the life that He lives unto God,” He lives for God’s satisfaction. He offers 
“the fat and the blood.” We too, who would minister to the Lord, must offer 
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the fat and the blood. And that impossible thing is possible on the basis of 
what He has done. 
 
But such ministry is confined to a certain place, “They shall enter into My 
sanctuary, and they shall come near to My table to minister unto Me, and 
they shall keep My charge” (v. 16). Ministry that is “unto Me” is in the inner 
sanctuary, in the hidden place, not in the outer court exposed to public view. 
People may think we are doing nothing, but service to God within the Holy 
Place far transcends service to the people in the outer court. (God’s yardstick 
for evaluating is so different from ours.) Brothers and sisters, let us learn 
what it means to stand before the Lord awaiting His orders, serving at His 
command only, and governed by no consideration but the consideration of 
His Will. 
 
The same passage tells us how they must be clothed who would minister to 
the Lord. “They shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool shall 
come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and 
within. They shall have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen 
breeches upon their loins.” Those who minister to the Lord may not wear 
wool. Why not? The reason is given below: “They shall not gird themselves 
with anything that causeth sweat.” No work that produces sweat is 
acceptable to the Lord. But what does “sweat” signify? We all know that the 
first occasion when sweat is mentioned was when Adam was driven from 
the Garden of Eden. After Adam had sinned, God pronounced this sentence 
upon him: “Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in toil shalt thou eat of it all 
the days of thy life…in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread” (Gen. 
3:17-19). 
 
It is clear that sweat is a condition of the curse. Because the curse rested on 
the ground it ceased to yield its fruit without man’s effort, and such effort 
produced sweat. When the blessing of God is withheld, fleshly effort 
becomes necessary, and that causes sweat. All work that produces sweat is 
positively prohibited to those who minister to the Lord. Yet today what an 
expenditure of energy there is in any work for Him! Alas! Few Christians 
can do any work today without sweating over it. Their work involves 
planning and scheming, exhorting and urging, and very much running 
around. It cannot be done without a great deal of fleshly zeal. Nowadays if 
there is no sweat, there is no work. Before work for God can be undertaken 
there is a great deal of rushing to and fro making numerous contacts, having 

 49



consultations and discussions, and finally getting the approval of various 
people before going ahead. 
 
As for waiting quietly in the presence of God and seeking His instructions, 
that is out of the question. Yet in spiritual work the one factor to be taken 
into account is God. The one Person to make contact with is God. Oh, that is 
the preciousness of spiritual work – it is related to God! And in relation to 
Him there is work to do, but it is work that produces no sweat (carnal 
energy). If we have to advertise the work and use great effort to promote it, 
then it is obvious that it does not spring from prayer in the presence of God. 
Please bear with me when I say that all work which is truly spiritual is done 
in the presence of God. If you really work in God’s presence, when you 
come into the presence of men they will respond. You will not have to use 
endless means in order to help them. Spiritual work is God’s work, and 
when God works man does not need to expend so much effort that he 
“sweats over it.” 
 
I love to read in Acts 13 about the prophets and teachers in the church at 
Antioch, that “as they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said: Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them.” We see there the one principle that governs work for God in the New 
Testament dispensation. The Holy Spirit only commissions men to the work 
as they are ministering to the Lord. Unless ministry to the Lord is the thing 
that governs us, the work will be confusing. In the beginning of the church’s 
history in Antioch, the Holy Spirit said: “Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called them.” God does not want volunteers for 
His work; He wants conscripts. He will not have you preaching the Gospel 
just because you want to. The work of the Lord is suffering serious damage 
today at the hand of volunteers; it lacks those who can say as He did: “He 
that sent me....” Brothers and sisters, the work of God is God’s own work, 
and not work that you can take up at your pleasure. Neither churches, nor 
missionary societies, nor evangelistic bands can send men to work for God. 
The authority to commission men is not in the hands of men, but solely in 
the hands of the Spirit of God. 
 
When God could find no way to bring all the Levites to the place of ministry 
to Himself, He chose the sons of Zadok from among them for this special 
service. Why did He select the sons of Zadok? Because, when the Children 
of Israel went astray, they recognized that the outer court had been 
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irreparably corrupted, so they did not seek to preserve it; but they made it 
their business to preserve the sanctity of the Holy Place. 
 
Brothers and sisters, can you bear to let the external structure go, or must 
you persist in putting up scaffolding to preserve it? It is the Holy Place God 
is out to preserve – a place utterly set apart for Him, a place where the 
standard is absolute. Oh! I beseech you before God to hear His call to 
forsake the outer court and devote yourself to His service in the Holy Place. 
(From Ministry to the House or to the Lord) 
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D This Mother Discovered the Difference! 
 
For several years I was perplexed! I stood with my teen-age son 
continually beseeching God to help him, yet in spite of all my 
counsel and praying, he seemed to increase his rebellion and 
reckless escapades. 
 
Then a change came! One night God revealed what it would 
mean for me to be identified with Him in a new position. 
Suddenly I realized how fleshly mother-ties had colored all my 
praying; therefore I was not so much concerned for God as for 
my son and how his behavior affected me. I saw how, as a 
typical mother with her outspread protective wings, I was 
seeking to shield my son from harm or danger, even to shield 
him from anything God might need to allow to awaken Him. I 
had always been identified with (standing with) my son instead 
of God. 
 
Then God used the Cross as a great scissor and asked for 
permission to cut these fleshly ties that I might be released from 
standing with my son. It was like taking a big move – away 
from him over into the heart of God. I saw how this new 
identification might involve great cost to me. If I began praying 
from this new position, I should be willing for any course 
necessary to bring my boy to God. I sensed my relation with 
him seemed different. 
 
The next night when he was leaving to go out for a thrilling 
time with his friends, I called him aside: “Son, I have 
something important to tell you. I want you to know that 
mother loves you, even more than I have been able to show. 
But I am no longer praying that God will spare you from harm 
when you race with the boys. I am no longer standing with you 
– beseeching God in your behalf! From now on I am standing 
with God for His purpose and plan in your life. In His stead I 
beseech you to turn from your wild ways and yield to God.” 
 
The boy pretended he was unconcerned and left the house with 
that typical teen-age attitude: “So what – who cares.” But he 
could not get away from mother’s haunting words. How they 
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penetrated as words had never cut before. Mother spoke with a 
new authority! There was something different in her eye. Did 
she really love God more than him? The young son tried to 
enjoy his reckless times with the gang, but mother’s words and 
look kept haunting him. 
 
One whole month passed. Mother was different! She didn’t nag, 
didn’t scold, she simply walked with a new confidence as 
though God was working. And He was.  
 

J 

We must omit many details, but it was only a short time before 
a crisis brought that boy to know God for Himself, not merely 
for himself. Today he is a veteran soldier of the Cross on the 
mission field. It all happened because mother had learned the 
secret of... 
 

 

5 
 

Ministering From a  
New Position 

 
 
 
 
There is a difference! Either we are standing with man beseeching God to 
act in his behalf, or we are standing with God beseeching man to respond to 
God’s offer of grace. As we have pictured (in the diagram) it is a matter of 
position and approach. As long as we are yet man-centered in position we 
are ministering with ourselves identified with man. But when we are truly 
God-centered we are ministering identified with God. In the first we are 
moving unto the Lord; while in the latter we are moving out from the Lord to 
the people. 
 
All that is really involved in this glorious distinction will not be understood 
unless we grasp what Paul is saying in 2 Corinthians 3 – 5. The mother, 
whose testimony we have shared at the beginning, had found the difference 
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between being identified with her son and being identified with God. With 
Paul she could now announce: “Seeing we have this ministry… we faint 
not” (2 Cor. 4:1). In these three chapters, Paul is picturing a spiritual 
identification with the Lord in oneness of mind, purpose, vision and 
authority. Those who have passed through union in death and resurrection 
are no longer “living unto themselves but unto Him.” They know what it is 
to abide with Him in the Most Holy Place. Now as they move forth, they 
understand the “word of reconciliation” which has been committed to them. 
As ambassadors they move out from His presence to stand in His stead 
boldly beseeching men to be reconciled with Him (2 Cor. 5:19-20). 
 
Oh, I hope you catch this difference in ministry. Who are you beseeching? 
Where do you stand? If you are still concerned merely for man and his 
welfare, you will be pleading to God for help. But once you have embraced 
the heart and vision of God, you will be pleading with man that God might 
realize His full purpose. 
 
We remember Moses (Exod. 32) was in the presence of the Lord when the 
people made the golden calf. As God communicated to him all that was 
taking place down at the foot of the mountain, Moses immediately began 
beseeching God on behalf of the people. But it was not for long, because His 
identification with the Lord in His purpose and plan allowed him to move 
forth unto the people to beseech them to turn from their rebellion. 
 
 

                          

   Moving Unto the Lord 

Standing with man 
beseeching  God 

Moving out from the Lord. 

Standing with God 
beseeching man 
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As we have seen in Moses and the mother, we shall also see that in the sons 
of Zadok there are three things which are by-products in every life which 
ministers unto the Lord: discernment, authority and contentment. 
 
Turn to Ezekiel 44 and we will see this in the ministry of the sons of Zadok. 
First, as they came forth from the Holy Place, they had the ability to teach 
the people the difference between the holy and the profane (v. 23). Everyone 
who has remained in His presence has a peculiar spiritual discernment 
operating. They have an inner ear for knowing whether music is simply 
fleshly, entertaining or truly God-honoring in a service. In the ministry of 
the Word they sense the difference between mere second-hand knowledge 
and personal revelation. 
 
Second, as the sons of Zadok moved out from God’s presence they were 
endowed with authority to stand in judgment when controversy arose (v. 24). 
There is something unique about that authority which is God-imparted, not 
delegated by man. How often in a time of crisis we have seen folk turn for 
counsel, not to the elected elders, but to one who has been hidden away with 
the Lord – one who has spiritual authority instead of official authority. 
 
Third, the sons of Zadok were to have no (material) possession in Israel. 
God says of them, “I am their inheritance; I am their possession” (v. 28). 
Here we discover the amazing contentment which accompanies this 
ministry. It is wholly unnecessary for God to reward these dedicated 
ministers with “things.” One who has chosen to bring satisfaction to God (in 
the fat) has already become wholly satisfied with just HIM – and has already 
found his inheritance. He needs no worldly estate. Rather he accepts with 
thanksgiving the blessings which come to him as by-products of a ministry 
unto the Lord. 
 
What is more needful today than this effective ministry – to be moving out 
from the Lord with His discernment, His authority and His contentment? 
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D This Pastor Explains: 
  

J 

I have found a new ministry! Since I have learned to minister 
unto Him in the Holy Place there has come a oneness of vision 
and purpose. Now I can move out to the people with a new 
authority, yet with a greater compassion for them. And what is 
more wonderful – when I know I am standing identified with 
Him – what confidence there is in speaking as His ambassador 
with portfolio. For the first time I am beginning to appreciate 
the unique prayers and ministry of the apostle Paul. It seems so 
many ministries have hardly reached the Old Testament level – 
but now to enjoy this New Testament privilege of living in the 
viewpoint of God is to move in tune with His throbbing heart. 
Indeed Paul’s was an ultimate ministry, and I am also 
longing… 

 
 

6 
 

To Participate in  
This Ultimate Ministry 

 
 
 
 
On a few occasions you have met some servant of God who was utterly 
different. What made him so? You sensed a real pull in your spirit to also 
live dangerously and courageously, but you could not. You were even 
troubled because he seemed so much more concerned for God’s interests 
than for your blessing! Let us see if we can understand what makes him 
different. 
 
We have previously considered those sons of Zadok who were privileged to 
move into the first room of the sanctuary to minister unto the Lord. There 
were also those other priests whose conduct only permitted them to minister 
in the outer court. All were priests after the order of Levi who enjoyed a 
divine service as they ministered in the earthly sanctuary. However 
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wonderful and glorious that ministry was, it had certain limitations. Because 
the blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin, no priest (even the sons 
of Zadok) could enter into the Most Holy Place. (There was one exception – 
once a year the high priest went into the Most Holy Place). Now since 
Calvary we can enjoy something much better. God’s perfect Lamb has shed 
perfect blood and the way into the Most Holy Place has been opened. Once 
the way into God’s presence was not open, but now through perfect blood, 
through the new and living way, we are invited to enter into the Most Holy 
Place to function in a ministry after the order of Melchisedec. Instead of 
mere divine service (Heb. 9:1) which was in the earthly sanctuary, we are to 
function in a spiritual service pertaining to the heavenly sanctuary. In this 
new ministry, instead of functioning with mere earthly shadows and 
symbols, we enjoy a heavenly reality. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levitical ministry 
 

Hebrews 9:1 

Royal Priesthood Earthly Priesthood 

In this former ministry there 
was a functioning with mere 
earthly shadows and symbols, 
but now… 
 
The Spirit was with them to 
enable divine service, but 
there was no indwelling union. 

Melchisedec 
ministry 

1 Peter 2:5 

“divine service”…………………………………“spiritual service” 
“worldly sanctuary”………………….………….“spiritual house” 

In this new ministry we enjoy 
the heavenly reality: the 
fulfillment in Christ, Himself.  
 
Now, the Holy Spirit dw
within; therefore we are 
“joined in one spirit” and can 
en

ells 

joy a spiritual service.  

As we have pictured (in the diagram) there is a very real difference between 
the Levitical and the Melchisedec ministry. Previously the Holy Spirit had 
been with the Old Testament saints to guide, to direct and to equip them. He 
had come upon them in power and authority for service. Now, since the 
Holy Place is opened, and man is allowed to enter in, we can enjoy a vital 
union with the Lord. God says we are “joined in one spirit” which means a 
complete spiritual union or identification with the Lord. Now the Holy Spirit 
has come to dwell in the human spirit (our Most Holy Place). For this reason 
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our ministry is not merely an earthly ministry of divine service, but ours has 
become a royal ministry of spiritual service. Peter writes that as a holy 
priesthood we are to “offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God....” (1 
Pet. 2:5). 
 
It would seem perhaps the great majority of servants today have not even 
reached that level of ministry which the sons of Zadok enjoyed – a ministry 
in the first room which is wholly unto the Lord. But Paul would let no one 
remain there, however glorious. There is a better ministry. Instead of merely 
moving unto the Lord, we can now enter into a vital union with Him and He 
will thrust us forth to represent Him. Thus when we move out from the Lord, 
it is with a peculiar discernment, a unique authority and an amazing 
contentment. Like Moses – whose ministry typified the Melchisedec 
ministry – we shall bear upon our faces the glory of the One we minister to 
others. Such a ministry is more than instrumental for God, it is expressive of 
God. 
 
An Indian legend tells of a tribe that lived in a great forest at the foot of a 
lofty mountain peak. One day the old chief summoned the lads of the tribe to 
his side and called upon them to clamber to the top of the lofty summit and 
win the renown of its conquest. This would test their mettle and prove their 
worth to the tribe, for it had been many a moon since a young brave had 
mastered the sky-piercing pinnacle. The braves obeyed. Hours went by and 
they began to return. One brought a tuft of moss torn from the mountainside, 
a token only accessible from a lofty height. Presently another came with the 
broken twig of a tree which stood still higher up the mountain, but yet not 
upon its summit. By and by came another grasping a beautiful flower which 
grew well up toward the top of the peak, but still not upon its top. All the 
lads were back save one. For hours he delayed. But as the gloom of the night 
began to fall, they heard his voice calling in the distant forest. Nearer and 
nearer he came until he stepped into the fire-lit circle of the waiting camp. 
He had no token in his hand but when they saw his face they did not need to 
ask him if he had conquered the towering peak. For there was a certain light 
in his face and his eyes shone gloriously as he cried aloud, “I have seen the 
crystal sea!” 
 
So it will be with all who participate in this ultimate ministry. The emphasis 
is not on what they do but on what they are. People always recognize one 
who has lived in His presence, one who has glimpsed the crystal sea of 
Eternal Truth: God Himself. When such a one moves out to minister, his 
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authority is not legal but spiritual, his sacrifices are not symbols but reality, 
he shares more than knowledge – he shares Christ. 
 

While I am still man-centered 
     I am merely ministering for God. 
But as I become truly God-centered 
     He is through me ministering to man. 
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Section III 
 

 

The Ultimate  
Promotion 
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The Lesson Jonah Learned We Must Also Learn! 
 
Of course it all appeared as a “divine coincidence” to Jonah that a 
Tarshishian ship should be waiting in the harbor, that he should have the 
exact fare in his pocket, and that he was already packed and there on that 
very day it was leaving. Coincidence? Surely! “All things work together” – 
he must have smiled.   
 
Yet inwardly his heart kept taunting him. How could God expect him to 
move down to Nineveh – he, a Jew, moving in among those awful Gentiles. 
Is it not right that every move by a pastor should be to a “larger work” – that 
each move should be a “promotion?” Nineveh seemed to be just the 
opposite. Would God really ask such?  
 
Now our ancient Jonah has many a modern counterpart. Like that prophet of 
old, modern Jonah has often warned that there is “that which is highly 
esteemed among men” and yet “is abomination in the sight of God.” He has 
often said “a servant of God, following his own desire and counsel, may 
move into a ‘larger work,’ but actually be taking a smaller place in the plan 
of God.” Further, he has always insisted that “true promotion” is of God and 
sometimes may take on the appearance of that which is quite contrary to 
man’s estimate. But when the hour of personal testing comes, what will he 
do: follow Jonah or take Philip as his example? 
 
You recall how Philip was taken from a large and successful ministry at 
Samaria to minister to one man in the desert! If Philip had any notions about 
the advisability of such a shift of location they are not recorded, and they 
certainly were subjected to the will of God, for “he rose and went.” God 
said, “Move.” That, and that alone, is sufficient reason for the servant of 
God to move on to a new field.  
 
Now Jonah was already having heart trouble, but the boat was much too far 
out for Jonah to swim back. The first lesson from Jonah we must not miss is 
this: there are some prisons which are not visible to the naked eye. The boat 
may have seemed like a prison, and the accommodations he would soon 
have in a submarine hotel for a season may have been as a dark jail – but 
actually Jonah was already in the first and most terrible prison: locked up in 
the cell of a wicked heart that is selfishly bent on maneuvering its 
promotion. 
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D A Pastor Asks: 
 
There are those times when I question whether my attitude and 
conception are right. In recent years I have experienced the 
deep working of the Cross in a very radical adjustment in my 
life and ministry. It has (I believe) turned me from the selfish 
seeking of position and honor. I think I have become content in 
allowing God to work through me instead of ambitiously 
promoting my own little kingdom. 
 
Then when I look around at my fellow-laborers in the ministry 
who seem to be a success, I begin to wonder. I see so many 
who are producing some private exhibition of their labors, or 
carving out some little kingdom which will grant them a 
position and honor. Others are grasping for some new 
experience or teaching, some new method or technique for 
enhancing their ministry. To me, this savors of the “inordinate” 
or of mere “opportunism.”  
 

J 

Now this is my concern. How can I keep from my proneness to 
a critical spirit when I discern selfish promotion and selfish 
methods? Perhaps what I have experienced of the Cross 
working in me is just enough to make me miserable, but not 
triumphant in the “ways of the Lord.” I seek to honestly 
recognize whether I might be jealous of another’s apparent 
success because I have seemingly little visible fruit. Perhaps my 
real trouble is that I am not wholly free from the lust of 
position-seeking. 
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1 
 

Willing to Honestly Recognize  
the Lust of Position-Seeking 

 
 
 
 
There is an inner rest! There comes an inner confidence once we learn that 
no man need advance himself or promote his own cause. God will advance 
and promote in His own time and His own way. The prophet Samuel well 
understood this and rehearsed it before Israel one day: “…It is the Lord that 
advanced Moses and Aaron…” (1 Sam. 12:6). Again the psalmist (Ps. 75:7) 
gives similar exhortation: “But God . . . putteth down one and setteth up 
another.” 
 
We do well to recognize that a very real conflict is raging in almost every 
breast until God gives light and adjustment at the Cross. We must first 
understand that in the beginning (at man’s creation) God wove into man’s 
very being a legitimate desire. God has designed every man so as to give 
him a built-in desire to fulfill destiny and purpose, and to thereby find 
meaning to life. It was imperative to man’s very personality that he should 
sense worth, value and importance of life in fulfilling his calling and in 
achieving worthwhile goals and endeavors. Therefore this longing and 
insatiable urge to find position and to receive honor from achievement is 
innate in every man. Let no one foolishly imagine that he can ignore this 
divine imprint within every personality. It is a built-in desire intended by 
God. Man must become important to God so as to fulfill this sense of worth 
and value in life. 
 
But here is man’s difficulty, so often overlooked. When the first man, Adam, 
chose an independent course, it was to fulfill his own desire and purpose all 
apart from God and upon a line wholly contrary to God’s way of working. 
This original built-in desire which was proper has now, through the Fall, 
developed into a perverted desire. Every man “in Adam” has followed the 
same perversion: the lust of position-seeking and the grasping for greatness 
and importance for himself – all apart from God and His eternal purpose. 
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Now one might expect to find this inordinate lust and perverted desire 
compelling men of the world to grasp for honor, fame, popularity and 
position, but when this effort at self-promotion hides itself in religious garb 
and spiritual zeal, it seems almost unthinkable. 
 
We must learn two things: (1) to recognize the need of every personality to 
fulfill his worth and value, and (2) to recognize God’s way of promoting and 
honoring man. But we must also understand how God, by the Cross, has 
dealt a death-blow to this perverted lust of position-seeking. Henceforth man 
can be set free to fulfill in God’s way, the original intention for his life. 
 
All Scripture seems to teach this simple truth: God purposes to prepare man 
before He gives him position. Man always seeks position first without 
experiencing the divine preparation necessary for that position. Let us 
consider first man’s way and then God’s way. Was not this perverted 
method evident in James and John when they sought the right and left hand 
position in the Kingdom? Their attitude reflects the typical way of man’s 
position-seeking. It was the lust to become something great before they 
became something in their inner being. Jesus quickly reminded them that 
there was a twofold preparation (a union in His death and a sharing in His 
cup) before they could expect to sit in this favored position at His right or 
left hand. But they hardly understood that first they must be prepared vessels 
before they could enjoy this prepared position. First they must know the 
preparation of the Cross and then suffering. 
 
Here then is God’s way of promotion. In Joseph we see how God used the 
long years of imprisonment, suffering and testing to inwardly prepare him 
for the throne and the honor in Egypt. How different is God’s way of giving 
position in due time as compared with man’s way of grasping position 
before the time. 
 

God’s Way Man’s Way 

Position (given) 

Experience 

 

“perverted desire” 

Inner Being 

Experience  

Position-seeking 

“built-in desire” 

Inner Being (attuned) 
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Thus we have pictured (in the diagram) two ways of building our lifework. 
When man builds (without first the work and preparation of the Cross in 
him) he seeks position first and then hopes through experience to finally 
come to a development of character in his inner being. But this is backward 
and folly. God seeks first a vital union with man’s inner being. Then He 
enrolls him in His schoolroom of experience. Through sharing His wisdom 
and knowledge, man is finally prepared for and receives the position God 
intends for his life. Of course God increases the position as man’s 
experience and preparation increase. 
 
We look at another life who knew this and he said: “Through wisdom is an 
house builded; and by understanding it is established” (Prov. 24:3). How 
well Solomon knew that God must prepare the heart and bring the inner 
being into harmony with Himself. In 1 Kings 3:1-13 we read how he 
considered himself as a mere child who needed so much to depend wholly 
upon God for wisdom and understanding to reign over Israel – “so great a 
people.” 
 
While we read about it, we must be sure we have fully learned this important 
lesson: All true promotion comes from God, not from man. The psalmist 
said: “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor 
from the south” (Psalm 75:6). Let us ask, why did he omit the north? Is it not 
because throughout Scripture God is pictured as inhabiting the north! Satan 
in his proud exclamation announced that he would ascend into heaven… 
exalt his throne above the stars of God… sit also upon the mount of the 
congregation,… in the sides of the north” (Is. 14:13). It is no secret, for 
most students of the Word agree that God is pictured as inhabiting the north. 
So we can be assured then – that promotion will come from the north. The 
psalmist continues in the next verse: “But God is the judge: He putteth down 
one and setteth up another.” 
 
In answering what the pastor mentioned at the beginning, we might say this: 
There is an inner contentment which comes from God when we know our 
motive is single – one of pleasing Him and living only to fulfill His high 
calling for our lives. When we move out of “rest” it is because we begin to 
accept man’s pragmatic yardstick for measuring success. The moment we 
seek to compare or evaluate our ministry with others and in the light of our 
own understanding we are wrong. 
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Paul reminds us we are called to be faithful, not successful by men’s 
yardstick. He continues: “…it is a very small thing that I should be judged 
(or evaluated) of you, or of man’s judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self” 
(1 Cor. 4:3). That is, Paul is insisting that he cannot properly evaluate his 
own ministry right now in the light of eternity. “Therefore judge (evaluate) 
nothing before the time…” (v. 5), that is, before God puts the proper light 
and perspective upon the work in the light of eternity. 
 
Surely Paul was misunderstood by his contemporaries. They thought he was 
bigoted and unreasonable in wanting to appeal his case to Caesar and to 
become a prisoner when he might be free for his greatest ministry. There he 
was, considering himself a prisoner of Jesus Christ (not of Rome) rotting 
away in a prison when he could, they imagined, be at the height of his 
ministry, planting new churches and further establishing those already 
founded. Yes, how narrow is man’s perspective in time. Who could have 
looked down the centuries to our present hour to realize how the letters Paul 
wrote while in prison would become of far greater spiritual importance than 
perhaps a thousand churches he might have founded? Who, but God, could 
see this greater ministry and thus give to Paul that inner sense of fulfillment 
and confidence that he was truly living in the full measure of eternal value 
and worth? 
 
Seek not for promotion now – nor attempt to judge spiritual things now. 
God’s promise is “then shall every man have praise of God….” 
 

We little know how good and necessary it is for us to have 
adversaries, and for heretics to hold up their heads against us. (Martin 
Luther) 
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D 
Principle: All true promotion comes from God, but only as man is building 
upon the foundation. All other promotion “from men” or by self, is due to 
be cut down by God, Who “…putteth down one and setteth up another” 
(Psalm 75:7). 
 

J 

Someone has made the complaint: “There are times when it 
seems that some men get all the breaks, while others get only 
knocks.” Is this really true? Surely we can recognize that this is 
a natural man’s observation which stems from an inner spirit of 
antagonism toward God. It is like saying that God is a respecter 
of persons and shows partiality and favoritism in His rejection 
of one and promoting another at will. How shall we answer 
such charges? There is one thing we must understand if we 
would know… 

 
 

2 
 

What Governs Rejection  
or Promotion by the Lord 

 
 
 
 
In Saul and David we have two men in contrast. One goes down in rejection 
while the other is selected for promotion. What really made the difference in 
Saul and David? We shall not answer this until the end, but let us simply say 
at this point that we must recognize and distinguish between God’s moral 
and sovereign action. 
 
In King Saul we have the graphic portrayal of what happens when men 
assume position on their own, apart from God’s choosing and preparation. In 
David we see God’s way of preparation first and then the giving of position. 
 
You will recall that for years Israel had enjoyed God’s rule over them 
through the voice of the prophet Samuel. Why then did they cry out for a 
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change? In wanting to be like the nations around them, they began begging 
God for a king who would rule over them and lead them into battle. It is true 
that in due time God would have given them the king He was preparing for 
the kingdom. Now in their rebellion they are actually rejecting God’s reign 
over them, and instead setting up Saul to reign. Notice how clearly Samuel 
warns them: 
 

And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened unto your 
voice in all that ye said unto me, and have made a king over you… 
And when ye saw that Nahas the king of the children of Ammon came 
against you, ye said unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign over us: 
when the LORD your God was your king. Now therefore behold the 
king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired!… (1 Sam. 
12:1, 12-13) 

 
Note carefully the phrases: “whom ye have chosen” and “whom ye have 
desired.” It was not God’s first will or first best, yet in their continued 
begging, He grants them their request. What a lesson this should teach us! 
Because God may grant a request does not imply that it is His highest. When 
they lusted for meat in the wilderness we read that, “…He granted their 
request…but sent leanness….” So God grants Israel’s request, but Samuel 
reminds them, “…behold, the Lord hath set a king over you.” But, as you 
have been warned, “He will take your sons…your vineyards…your 
sheep....” (1 Sam. 8:11-17). 
 
Even though it was never His intention to give Saul as king, nor was it His 
time for the kingdom to be established, yet He allowed them – even stood 
with Saul – when they had chosen him as their king. This is because God 
honors the importance of government. He will recognize the position of a 
husband, a governor, a pastor or a king even though He knows they have not 
been duly prepared for the position. 
 
Here is the important lesson: God does not reject a man whom the people 
may have given position until He has given that one every chance to prove 
himself and become established. Nor will He allow men to reject the one 
whom they have given position, even when the man through repeated failure 
demonstrates that he was not yet prepared for the position. How fickle are 
men; one day they will exalt and the next day they will crucify that same 
man. God, through Samuel reminds Israel: 
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If ye will fear the Lord, and serve Him, and obey His voice, and not 
rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then shall both ye and 
also the king that reigneth over you continue following the Lord your 
God. (v. 14) 

 
Thus Israel, in the midst of warning, gets her way, and Saul is given a 
position. How quickly we shall see that there has never been any inward 
preparation of his heart to fear the Lord and lead His people. He has never 
been enrolled in God’s special schoolroom of heart preparation and 
experience. Saul discovers too late how precarious is his position. What a 
thing to be placed on the stage before the eyes of all the people – there to 
learn the lesson which should have been learned in secret before the position 
was given. Now Saul must learn experience through crisis and pressure in 
order to come to an inward heart preparation before God. God would have 
started with this heart preparation if things had followed His own way. 
 
God gave Saul every opportunity to prove himself and to be established 
before the people. A merciful God would not reject a man until he had 
proved himself utterly unworthy. God will give Saul – in fact every man – 
this same opportunity. But we see what happens to an unprepared, 
undisciplined king under pressure. In the very first crisis when Saul is 
leading the army against the Philistines, we read: “…and all the people 
followed him (Saul) trembling....” (1 Sam. 13:7). What a picture! A man in 
position but without experience or inner preparation! When people follow 
any leader in whom there is no established confidence, what else can be 
expected but fear and trembling? It is, however, a predicament of their own 
making. Without foundation work in Saul’s inner being, without 
development or experience, it is little wonder that we read in verse 8, “…and 
the people were scattered from him.” 
 
They had chosen their own king, and now they were fearful of following 
him. They sensed Saul’s inner tremble – and they trembled and scattered. 
When Samuel did not come with divine help, what else could a weakling 
do? Saul testified: “I forced myself, and offered a burnt offering” (v. 12). 
 
What had been God’s purpose in this crisis? Samuel tells Saul: “…Thou hast 
done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord…for now 
would the Lord have established thy kingdom upon Israel forever” (v. 13). 
Thus we see the way the Lord would have established Saul in his position as 
king. Now in this failure Samuel reminds Saul, “…the Lord hath sought Him 
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a man after His own heart….” Let us remember these are the words of the 
Lord to Saul; as yet the people do not know, nor are they free to reject Saul 
from his position. 
 
Next we see in chapter 14 further failure and lack. Saul, as a typical 
undisciplined and unprepared leader, makes a brash statement which he 
cannot fulfill. Once again he is put to open shame when the people side with 
Jonathan and refuse to allow the king to fulfill his word. Finally in chapter 
15 we see Saul’s failure in full obedience as he spares King Agag of the 
Amalekites, and of course allows the people to spare the best of the sheep 
and oxen for sacrifice. 
 
What a lesson we see in all of this. A king who continually spares himself, 
can do no other than allow his people to spare themselves. Is it not true that 
our outward softness toward circumstances is but the reflection of our inner 
softness toward self? God says, “it is enough”; and we hear these final words 
to Saul: 
 

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft…. Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord, He hath also rejected thee from being king. (1 
Sam. 15:23) 

 
What finality! Henceforth God will regard Saul’s position as king no longer 
and David will be anointed king. 
 
Now before closing, we must answer our first question. What really 
governed the rejection of Saul? Even though he was the people’s choice God 
does not reject Saul until he has proven himself to be wholly unworthy and 
incapable. A merciful God would do no less: He would not reject merely out 
of His own arbitrary whims. Saul chose to rebel. Every man who stands 
before a righteous and sovereign God can only exclaim: “God you have 
done what was right – I have no basis for excusing myself.” Nor can King 
Saul. 
 
When one man “seems” to get only breaks and another only knocks, we 
must be careful lest we be guilty of interpreting according to our narrow 
sliver of light and judging Him who lives in the broad-daylight where He 
sees and knows all. How often we have been shut up to that verse in 2 
Chronicles 16:9: 
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For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect 
toward Him… 

 
Is this perhaps the one basic difference which God saw between Saul and 
David? God saw in David an opportunity to “show Himself strong.” Of 
course we are careful to make this distinction: there are some things which 
God does simply because it is morally right. That is, His working in moral 
correctness. Yet there are other times we see Him as a Father who chooses 
one child above another simply out of the good pleasure of His will. It is not 
necessarily that He loves one above another or even that He does it for any 
particular reason. Even an earthly father will simply make a sovereign 
selection of a son to help him realize some purpose. 
 
So it was with David. He was chosen from among many brothers simply by 
God’s sovereign selection. We have no reason given for this selection. We 
only know that God could look down the corridor of time – long before 
David was born – and choose to set him apart from his mother’s womb unto 
that glorious position as the unifier and great King of Israel. Thus we 
understand this inward preparation in David from the very beginning. God 
had very early enrolled him in His own special schoolroom that He might 
work first in his inner being a preparation of heart, then bring him through 
those experiences which would qualify him for the position of king. Thus it 
was that God had been doing an inner establishing long before David was to 
be in due time established outwardly as King. We have seen man’s way in 
Saul: working from the outer – hoping to establish the inner – and the top 
falls to the bottom. But then we have seen God’s way: working from the 
inner to the outer – from the bottom to the top. 
 

Look on thine own 
Nothingness and be 
Humble, but look at 
Jesus, thy great representative, 
And be glad. 
It will save thee many 
Pangs if thou wilt learn 
To think of thyself as 
Being in Him. (C. H. Spurgeon) 
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D A Pastor Asks: 
 
“What would you do if, as pastor of a church, you had to face 
(each Sunday) a congregation in which you knew a large 
portion were praying that God might replace you with another 
pastor? They are quite convinced this is right, but I am equally 
as convinced in my heart that God wants me to remain and 
preach the message which these folk so much need, yet so 
manifestly fight against. 
 

J 

“I believe I can honestly say I am set for one thing: God’s 
perfect will in this church and in my life. While I do not seek 
honor, yet what seems so difficult for me is to continue 
preaching when there is no due honor or respect given. It would 
seem as pastor I have only an empty position. What should I 
do?” 

 
 

3 
 

The Source  
of True Honor! 

 
 
 
 
There are those who might counsel this pastor to “get out of a church 
system” which produces such a squeeze. But where would he escape and not 
face a situation which is much the same in principle? What we are here 
concerned with is a problem much deeper than the church-system in which 
one is involved. It is first of all a question of allowing God to take us 
through to His end – allowing God to make the outward position we hold to 
be evidence of an inward position. Let us see what that means. 
 
There are, perhaps, multitudes who have learned this lesson in one way or 
another. They are in the position which God has either allowed or placed 
them. Now they can do either of two things: run and seek an easier place 
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(which really does not exist) or stand firm and allow God to do His own 
perfect work. 
 
Mentioned above is an unusual pastor, in that he refuses to fall into the 
modern tradition of “running under pressure.” But have we not all seen this 
same problem in the home, in the school or in business? Even with those 
who have been given a position for which they are prepared and worthy, 
there will usually come a time of “civil war.” Thus one’s position will 
always be challenged, but as he learns to stand – God will both establish and 
bring forth true honor. 
 
Let us once again observe this in the life of King David. Even after Saul’s 
death and David’s being received as king by Judah, there is a period of civil 
war. The eleven tribes of Israel had given their allegiance to Saul’s son, 
Ishbosheth, while only the house of Judah followed David as their king. 
 
In the bitter civil war which ensues we discover how God is not only 
working in David but is also purging the kingdom, until finally Israel also 
comes to anoint David as their king. “Thus David’s power (and honor) kept 
increasing for the Lord of hosts was with him” (1 Chron. 11:9, Berkeley). 
 
Now let us observe something of the pattern we can expect: It is one thing 
for God to give one a position; it is still another thing for the people to 
accept and recognize that one as being in God’s position. It is during this 
time of waiting for the people to recognize what God recognizes, that so 
many servants stumble and begin to wonder if God has forsaken them. It 
means learning to stand in the midst of conflict, in the midst of contrary 
winds unmoved, established and fixed on the foundation the Lord has given. 
 
But once again we must make sure we are on that true foundation. There is 
one sure mark we can always expect in those who are upon God’s 
foundation. It is humility. This is the first real virtue which will be 
developed in the inner being that is truly established on Christ as the 
foundation. It would seem that this is the cement which welds our inner 
being to Him. 
 
 

 73



 
 
 
 

Honor 

 

Christ – The Foundation 

Experience 

Position 

Inner Being  

 purpose 

These are the cements He uses: 

 patience 

full obedience

humility 

         
 
But we must see how there are other kinds of cement which are necessary in 
the building of the various levels: We have started with humility as the 
cement which binds our inner being to Christ: the foundation. Consider 
how full obedience works as the cement to make experience valuable and 
meaningful. Because King Saul failed in full obedience, the experiences and 
crises were for naught. Yet they could have been the means by which God 
would have brought him to position. Then let us look at another cement with 
which God binds experience to position. We have seen when patience has 
had her perfect work that in due time God gives position. 
 
Finally, we must ask what is the cement that will fasten our capstone (honor) 
to position? It is our purpose. Only when the position we have been given is 
wholly used for Him – when our single purpose is to realize God’s intention 
– can we expect to share in His honor. Likewise if our purpose is to use 
position for our own end, true honor will vanish. 
 
What an inner rest! What a complete assurance and confidence we have 
once we have learned to cooperate with the Master Architect. Our one 
purpose is His honor. To know that it is God who builds, God who advances 
and God who, in due time, allows us to share in His own honor – this is the 
vision and purpose we need. 
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Our Real Purpose is Revealing 
 
When you have truly uncovered which foundation your life is built upon – 
self or Christ – you have a very real revelation of your purpose or 
controlling philosophy of life. There is such a difference! Either you are 
seeking escape or fulfillment! Lot’s wife was interested only in escaping 
from Sodom for her own sake, while “just Lot” seemed pointed unto that 
fulfillment which God might yet realize through his life in spite of the many 
wasted, selfish years. 
 
Are you plagued with trouble and pressure in the position God has given 
you? What are you really seeking? Is it deliverance or development? It 
would seem if you have already enjoyed some of God’s inner preparation for 
that position, that you will surely seek more development rather than mere 
deliverance. You may have deliverance and no enlargement or development; 
or you may have both and grow. Seek development first; then deliverance, 
when it comes in God’s own way and time, will be more meaningful. Learn 
to accept trouble and adversity as one of the most skillful and wonderful 
instruments in God’s hand to develop character and accomplish real 
fruitfulness unto Him. 
 
 
 
 
 

The False Philosophy and the True Philosophy of Life 

 
 
  
 
 
 
                          

 
    
 
 
 
 
 

Honor 

Christ – The 
Foundation 

Experience 

Position 

Inner Being  

Not success (in the eyes of men) but living for true 
 
Not escape…but…fulfilling our 
 
Not an easy way…but…accepting His way of  
 

 
 
So we see that our foundation cannot long be a secret. We are constantly 
giving ourselves away in the purpose and goal for which we are living. In 

Not deliverance…but…development in our  
 
Not living for ourselves…but…built upon 

we share 
with God 
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one short sentence we can picture the difference in foundations: “…them 
that honor me I will honor” – that is the true foundation; and “…they that 
despise me (and really live for themselves) I will esteem lightly” – that is the 
wrong foundation. 
 
All of this would emphasize again how utterly important is our basic 
philosophy of life. It is quite generally acknowledged: until you have 
completely changed a man’s philosophy you have really made no lasting 
change. It is like dealing with the mainspring or fundamental motive. 
 
 
The True Source of Honor 
 
From whence cometh true honor? We must now see that honor is never 
something we should seek to receive apart from Christ. In the ultimate sense, 
true honor belongs to God and we only share it with Him. Consider the 
spotlight which is placed upon the king as he sits upon the throne. He is in 
the place of highest honor. Then he beckons to his faithful wife to join him 
at his side – and she steps into the light to share in his honor. How much 
greater is her honor as it is related to him than if she were merely some 
woman out on the streets. When the spotlight falls on her apart from her 
husband, she comes short of that higher honor. 
 
So it will be with us. Any honor we may gain or seek apart from Him will 
only be empty by comparison. Indeed there is a most subtle kind of honor-
seeking amongst men who do not know this. Making our honor the goal of 
life is to make our happiness depend upon others, and happiness should be 
something one cannot take away. Our real goal then should be His honor. 
 
This being true, how much more meaningful are the words in Hebrews: 
“…he who hath builded the house hath more honor than the house” (Heb. 
3:3). Even so, let us learn this great secret that we are but His house and our 
greater honor can come only as we participate with the builder. 
 
Now let us take one more good look at the various levels of the house which 
the Lord is building. It is doubtful that the psalmist had these levels in mind, 
yet surely he pictures the same truth in other words. So it is with truth: The 
one most significant characteristic of truth is that it blends everywhere. 
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In Psalm 112 we have a lovely description of the man whom God exalts to 
share His honor. To the pastor we started with, we might share these words 
of comfort and exhortation. Notice how appropriate these three phrases are: 
 

Verse 6 “…he shall not be moved…” 
Verse 7 “…his heart is fixed…” 
Verse 8 “…his heart is established…” 

 
How does God work this kind of steadfastness in the heart of His servants? 
The pattern has already been clearly pictured before us. The life must first of 
all be cemented to the foundation. (A) Thus we read: “Blessed is the man 
that reverences the Lord.” This is foundational. (B) We read: “unto the 
upright…” which speaks of one who is attuned in his inner being. (C) “… 
there ariseth light…..” This light is that he might “guide his affairs with 
discretion.” That is, the truth brings about experience and wisdom. (D) 
Finally he is established in position: “he shall not be moved…” and we see 
why “his heart is fixed...” for he is “trusting in the Lord.” 
 

  
  
 
 
 
                          

 

Honor 

The house built 
on the Lord 

Experience 

Position 

Inner being  

(E). v. 9 – “his horn shall be  
  exalted with honor.” 
(D). v. 6 – shall not be moved,  
       v. 7 – his heart is fixed 
       v. 8 – his heart is established 
(C). v. 5 – “he will guide his affairs 
  with discretion…” 
(B). v. 4 – “unto the upright there 
  ariseth light…” 
(A). v. 1 – “Blessed is the man that 

feareth the Lord.” 

    
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
Now what is the final by-product from a life living in this steadfastness unto 
the Lord? Simply this: “…his horn shall be exalted with honor.” 
 
How well I remember watching the herd of cows on my grandfather’s farm. 
It seemed to me (and has been verified by some farmers, I believe) that 
usually one cow became the “boss” in every herd. That cow would, so to 
speak, learn how to exercise her authority or lordship over the others. Do 
you know which cow seemed to gain that position? It was the one with the 
longest and sharpest horns. Perhaps this is the reason that throughout the Old 
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Testament we have the horn as the picture of authority. When David and 
Saul were anointed with a “horn of oil” it meant they were given the official 
authority.  
 
Now surely this is what the psalmist means: “…his horn shall be exalted….” 
Those who have allowed God to build their personal house in His own way, 
can well expect He will not only give position, but the authority (horn) 
which goes with that exaltation. And what is more – the exaltation will not 
be empty; for it is “with honor.”  
 
Finally in this psalm we must see how all of these levels are first an inward 
reality before they become an outward thing. 
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Section IV 
 

 

The Ultimate  
Service 
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D Instrumental 
 
After graduation from Bible college, Dave became assistant 
pastor in an evangelical church. For almost five years his days 
and evenings have been filled to the brim with Christian 
activities, leaving little time for his family and almost no time 
for reading, meditation and prayer. While he is not aware of it – 
for he has never known anything different – his ministry seems 
to lack depth; and despite all his constant busyness in what he 
sincerely believes is “the work of the Lord,” his life does not 
have the fragrance or reality of one who lives close to the Lord 
Jesus. He is alive to opportunities for service, yet is missing 
life’s great opportunity. 
 
 
Expressive 
 

J 

In contrast, Grandpa Wilson has been confined to his home for 
several years. His arthritic condition will not allow him to 
attend the church activities though he can enjoy the morning 
service via radio. For years the whole church has been 
conscious of something unusual in his life. It is that close, 
intimate walk of fellowship with His Lord that has caused 
pastors, relatives and friends to seek his counsel. He seems 
always to have just the right word from the Lord to meet every 
need. Those visitors who came to “minister” left with an 
awareness that they had been ministered unto – for there was 
always a strange flowing of life from his inner being.  
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1 
 

We Must Consider Whether Ours 
Is Mere Service or True Devotion 

 
 
 
 
Young Dave and Grandpa Wilson differ greatly in their outlook on life’s 
main purpose. The young assistant pastor feels that “by their fruits ye shall 
know them” and that soul-winning and service are the marks of salvation 
and spirituality. Hence he feels that numerous meetings, activities and large 
numbers reached for the Lord are the measure of one’s sacrifice, 
commitment and dedication to the Lord. He is a victim of our religious 
times: to him it seems that doing is more important than being; that spiritual 
zeal is the yardstick for measuring reality. 
 
Grandpa Wilson has long ago embraced a different philosophy of life. He 
knows that to God our love is more important than our labor, and that it is 
worshippers, not workers, that God is seeking first of all. He comes from the 
old school who insisted with the Westminster catechism that “man’s chief 
end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” 
 
 
Instrumental or Expressive – Which? 
 
Now the issue we consider is not whether to serve the Lord or not, but what 
is the real nature of our service. It is true that God uses everything for His 
own glory. He uses the flowers and trees to reflect His glory. As we behold 
their beauty and grandeur we cannot escape the all-glorious One who made 
them. However in man He has placed the faculty of will and mind which 
allow us to cooperate with Him. While lovely flowers may be instrumental 
in their service, it is the will-factor which God has given to man that makes 
for an expressive service. The measure of His using us depends then, upon 
the relationship to Him which we pursue. We may be used like the flowers – 
merely instrumental, but that is far below God’s high calling for man. By 
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His design we are capable of being expressive. Let us probe into all that 
really means. 
 
We can see that it is possible for us to be like a flower or a cold tool in 
God’s hand. As a tool He can use us “for His work,” yet our relationship to 
Him is merely instrumental – like a lifeless instrument yielded in His hand. 
Is not this the kind of service the great majority know? God uses them – but! 
He longs for a much more intimate relationship in which He can manifest 
Himself through the total personality. This is no more passive submission, 
but rather an active participation. It is by such deliberate cooperation that 
every hue of His Being, every quality of His Person should be expressed 
through us. It would seem one can quickly detect that responsiveness, 
intimacy, or sensitivity to Him which manifests whether we are merely 
instrumental or truly expressive. 
 
One has described the difference this way: “Though Judas Iscariot lived with 
Jesus Christ and the eleven disciples for three years, he seems never to have 
developed an expressive relationship with any of his companions, nor with 
his Master. His connection to them was based only on a feature: he was the 
treasurer. If any of them collected money, they had to go to him with it: if 
they needed funds for a purchase, they had to see him. He interacted with 
them as treasurer, not as intimate or personal friend. This kind of outward, 
superficial, and feeling-neutral relationship, the sociologist calls 
instrumental.” 
 
In instrumental relationships, people interact for one purpose – to 
accomplish an outward, objective goal, not simply to enrich each other in 
mutual fellowship. How often we have observed this kind of concern in 
soul-winning cause the unconverted to react against those who would offer 
help. He seems to sense inwardly that they are merely interested in him as a 
piece of merchandise to rescue from the burning. It is not because of 
personal desire or worth, but they have a command to obey, a ministry to 
perform – there is such coldness and impersonal pursuit when one is used 
simply as a mechanical instrumentality. 
 
 
This Was God’s Battle With Job 
 
Just yesterday a friend alerted me to Job’s real problem. God wanted to use 
Job in an expressive way, but he was boastfully content to be merely 
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instrumental. You know how often folk quote just part of a verse and often 
overlook the remaining part. It is common to glibly quote: “All things work 
together for good” and miss “to them who love God, who are the called 
according to His purpose.” 
 
There is another verse we hear so often used in part, and as with the verse 
above, it takes on full and proper meaning only as we add the missing part. 
How often you hear folk quote with Job: “Though He slay me, yet will I 
trust in Him….” And there they invariably stop. Nine out of ten you may ask 
cannot possibly finish this verse. Yet it is utterly incomplete in meaning 
without these further words: “but I will maintain mine own ways before 
Him” (Job 13:15). 
 
This is the all-important key in Job’s crucible experience. He insisted upon 
maintaining “mine own ways before Him.” It is almost as though he were 
saying: “No matter what happens to me – I’ll be instrumental and trust God 
to use me, but I reserve the right to maintain my own ways – don’t ask me to 
be expressive.” 
 
We rejoice, however, by the end of the book that God brought Job into such 
a rectification and turning of his captivity that He could fully express 
Himself through a broken but actively cooperating Job. 
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D One Has Confided: 

J 

 “I’m ashamed to admit – I’m about to faint in the ministry. I 
look at some men who are changing churches, as though 
another pulpit would make an improvement in their ministry 
(and that may be God’s will for some), but I’ve tried several 
changes and after the newness is over, the problems are the 
same. Others are seeking more education and schooling as 
though that were their great need for more effectiveness. Still 
others are yearning for new experiences of power, of utterance 
and boldness, as though God ought to impart some endowment 
to make them successful in their service. Can you share a word 
of counsel for a weary heart?” 
 

 

2 
 

God Will Be Expressive 
Through Yielded Personality 

 
 
 
 
Often there is no other way! God must allow us to dry up, to faint, to cry out 
in frustration as we come to the end of our own ways. It is His way of 
turning us from a dependence upon our preaching, correct doctrine, methods, 
experiences or developed abilities. 
 
Perhaps no better example can be given of the secret of a fruitful ministry 
than that discovered years ago by Mrs. Booth-Clibborn, better known as the 
Marechale of France. How did she hope to conquer in religion-ridden and 
infidel France? Listen to that frail little woman: 
 

I saw that the bridge to France was making the French people believe 
in me. That is what the Protestants do not understand. They preach the 
Bible, they write books, they offer tracts. But that does not do the 
work. “Curse Your Bibles, your books, your tracts!” cry the French. I 
have seen thousands of Testaments given away to little purpose. I 
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have seen them torn up to light cigars…. Only if Jesus is lifted up in 
flesh and blood will He today draw all men unto Him. And the 
conviction that took shape in my mind was that if I cannot give Him I 
shall fail. France has not waited till now for religion, for preaching, 
for eloquence. Something more is needed. “I that speak unto thee am 
He” – there is a sense in which the world is waiting for that today... 
Christ’s primary idea, His means of saving the world, is, after all, 
personality. The face, the character, the life of Jesus are to be seen in 
men and women.... 

 
These were the convictions with which I began the work in Paris. I 
said, “We will lay ourselves out for them; they shall know where we 
live; they can watch us day and night; they shall see what we do and 
judge us.” And the wonderful thing of those first years in France and 
Switzerland was – the flame. We lighted it all along the line. 
Wherever we went, we brought the fire with us, we fanned it, we 
communicated it. We could not help doing so, because it was in us; 
that was what made us sufferers. The fire had to be burning in us day 
and night…. We all know what the fire is. It warms and it burns. It 
scorches the Pharisees and makes the cowards fly. But the poor, 
tempted, unhappy world knows by Whom it is kindled and says: “I 
know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God!” 

 
That was what filled the halls at Havre and Rouen, Nimes and 
Bordeaux, Brussels and Liege. We personified Someone, and that was 
the attraction. I have not the insufferable conceit to suppose that it was 
anything in me that drew them. What am I? Dust and ashes. But if you 
have the fire, it draws, it melts; it consumes all selfishness; it makes 
you love as He loves; it gives you a heart of steel to yourself, and the 
tenderest of hearts to others; it gives you eyes to see what no one else 
sees, to hear what others have never given themselves the trouble to 
listen to. And men rush to you because you are what you are; you are 
as He was in the world; you have His sympathy, His divine love, His 
divine patience. Therefore He gives you the victory over the world; 
and what is money, what are houses, lands, anything – compared with 
that? 

 
This was the one attraction. When I went to France, I said to Christ: “I 
in You and You in me!” And many a time in confronting single-
handed a laughing, scoffing crowd, I have said, “You and I are 

 85



enough for them. I won’t fail You, and You won’t fail me.” That is 
something of which we have only touched the fringe. That is a truth 
almost hermetically sealed. It would be sacrilege, it would be 
desecration, it would be wrong, unfair, unjust if divine power were 
given on any other terms than absolute self-abandonment. When I 
went to France, I said to Jesus, “I will suffer anything if You will give 
me the keys.” And if I am asked what was the secret of our power in 
France, I answer: first, love; second, love; third, love. And if you ask 
how to get it, I answer: first, by sacrifice. Christ loves us passionately, 
and loves to be loved passionately. 

 
Indeed, the Marechale had paid the supreme price. She sacrificed all that she 
might be clothed in the mystic whiteness of Christ. She had the anointed eye 
to see men lost – lost because they have never seen Christ personified. 
 
Before you are quick to change places of ministry, to run off for more 
schooling, to grasp for some experience of power, you might give time to 
ponder this question honestly and patiently: have I really, wholly, utterly, 
completely, unreservedly become a yielded personality through whom He 
might express Himself? None who have allowed Him this right, have ever 
failed or fainted. May God awaken us to this simple key! 
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Check Your Attitude Before You Read This Next Article: 
 

• I am convinced God has commanded us to witness to all and leave 
every one without an excuse, even if it means ramming salvation 
verses down their throat. No medicine is really desirable though it is 
most necessary. While they may not like our bold presentation of the 
Word, nevertheless they will never forget what we have planted. 

 
• Like an insurance salesman I am wholly convinced that I have the 

only Eternal-Life Policy that can be offered. Because it will guarantee 
heaven, blessings, peace of mind and happiness to all who will receive 
it, I am convinced that no sane, sensible person can ever turn down 
such an offer when they understand what it will mean for them. 

 
• Because I have seen those who are unwise in their zeal, who lack 

knowledge in the ways of the Lord, I have almost slipped into another 
extreme. In my desire to be casual and natural in winning confidence I 
must admit I have too often become indifferent, even careless – and 
may even leave the impression with those around me that I am 
unconcerned about their spiritual condition. 

 
• Since my life has come wholly under the government of the Holy 

Spirit, God has given me a new kind of spiritual “touch” in helping 
others. There is a boldness of the Spirit which disarms and yet a 
sincerity which wins. There is a discernment of the Spirit which 
penetrates and also a tenderness of the Spirit which heals whatever it 
touches. I have recognized that God has not called me to put pressure 
on others, for He reserves that right. But He does want to be 
expressive through me and thus apply an indirect pressure as others 
see a living reality demonstrated. 
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D Is it really of God, or our own misguided zeal… J 
 
 

3 
 

When We Try to  
Hardsell the Gospel? 

 
 
 
 
Several years ago I copied a sentence into the flyleaf of my Bible and each 
time I ponder it God speaks anew to my heart: 
 
The boldness of the flesh disgusts, the boldness of the Spirit disarms. 
 
We know there are those times when the Holy Spirit will clothe one, as He 
did Peter or Stephen, to boldly declare the truth of Christ even in the most 
adverse circumstances. The remarkable result from such a ministration of the 
Spirit is that the hearer is completely disarmed. No words can counter the 
Spirit’s wisdom. Who could withstand such searching truth as Stephen gave? 
His hearers were cut to the heart; all they could do was gnash upon him and 
stone him to death. 
 
But I am more concerned just now with the tendency of many would-be-
soul-winners who seek to “hard-sell” the Gospel. Somewhere they have 
imbibed the attitude that unless they present a verbal witness to every one 
they encounter they are either ashamed of or failing the Lord. They have 
accepted the same high-pressure techniques often used in selling insurance 
or a car. Like any other commodity, they would (hard-) sell the experience 
of salvation. 
 
The tragic results of this kind of witness – however well-meaning – is 
manifest all about us. The boldness of the flesh has only produced disgust; 
people have come to resent those who deal in a cold, impersonal, mechanical 
way; they naturally react against impulsive or uncontrolled zeal which 
would operate upon them as a tool upon some machinery. Who has not 
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experienced the tense silence, the coldness and the indifference? The 
moment you hold out a tract to another you are met with a heavy blanket of 
resistance. Someone before you has already conditioned that mind to 
resistance. Someone with fleshly zeal and little knowledge has already 
closed that mind. You are immediately classified along with all the other 
“religious crackpots” who have sought to barge into that life without any 
prayerful, or Spirit-wrought preparation. Someone has already rushed ahead 
of you and God, not realizing that the Lord never exhorted anyone to “ram 
salvation verses down your neighbor’s throat irrespective of your 
relationship to him.” 
 
Here is the point at issue: am I merely instrumental or truly expressive? If to 
me people are mere merchandise to be captured for God, mere statistics to 
be added to my soul-winner’s record, mere “brands to be plucked from the 
burning,” then my approach and methods will be cold, calculated, 
mechanical and systematic. I will rush them through my little assembly line 
of verses, present the plan and elicit the necessary response to salvation. Of 
course I am depending upon the Holy Spirit! If I do my part faithfully, then 
He will do His part. So I am working, and I hope He is working. But alas, 
we are not working together, for when I am determined in my own ways I 
can only be instrumental. God is waiting for that hour when He can work 
through me – when, out of a living relationship, there can be an expressive 
ministry that is truly effectual. 
 
To illustrate God’s way of being expressive through yielded lives, let us turn 
to Paul and Silas. Perhaps those with an imaginative mind are confident that 
Paul and Silas had already cornered the Philippian jailer with a bold witness 
as he locked them into the prison stocks. But I believe that this is reading 
into their actions something which is “out of character” with Paul’s life and 
the divine method. It is most likely that word of the furor in the city against 
these two preachers of strange doctrine had already preceded them and 
closed the mind of the jailer. No hounding of the jailer with the gospel 
would avail. God must open his heart, even as He had the heart of Lydia. 
Thus we shall consider four conclusions: 
 
1. God has not intended for us to apply pressure on others: He will do that 
in His own way. The great difference between man’s way and God’s way, is 
that He usually starts by allowing pressure upon His own soul-winner. So it 
was with Paul and Silas. We see them under pressure and difficulty. How 
will they react in the darkness of the midnight hour, all locked up in some 
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prison of circumstances – almost ignored by the One they are declaring? The 
real pressure is upon them, not the jailer. This is God’s way of demonstrating 
reality, of expressing His glorious sufficiency in the desperate hour. 
 
2. When God allows pressure upon us, and we respond unto Him, He can 
express reality through us which none can deny. It was like a shaft of clear 
light when I heard J.W. Follette insist: “The word witness in Acts 1:8 is from 
the original meritas from which we have the word: martyr.” This means that 
the power to witness which God designs to give us, as the Holy Spirit comes 
upon us, is not for more facility of speech, or for thunderous eloquence and 
boldness, but it is an inward power to be a martyr – expressive of reality 
even unto death. Stephen demonstrated this power when, with steadfastness 
and compassion he looked upon the glory of the Lord and wept for those 
who threw the stones. That day the pressure was upon Stephen, and the 
reality which flowed was irresistible. Was it the preaching that convinced 
Saul of Tarsus, or was it the expressiveness of love and forgiveness which 
sent its arrow to that persecutor’s heart? We must surely admit that through 
such expressiveness of the Spirit others are not merely taught but they are 
helplessly caught. 
 
3. God does not cheapen the Gospel by using “hard-sell” methods. He uses 
His own vessels, often when they are most unconscious of it. By an indirect 
method He awakens hungry hearts to recognize reality. It was in the hour of 
their distress that Paul and Silas gave their greatest witness to reality. They 
“prayed and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them” (Acts 
16:25). This was the test! Could they sing in the night, praise God even 
though they had been wrongfully locked up in the prison of circumstances? 
What do we do when the pressure is upon us? Grumble or glorify God? Here 
was their opportunity to demonstrate that nothing can separate from the love 
of God, neither tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril or 
sword. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him. 
This is God’s indirect way of “selling reality” – observers are least aware 
that they are being “caught” – there is no wall of resistance. 
 
4. In His appointed time, God will turn the pressure; He will precipitate 
some “earthquake” to bring the needy to those who can share life-reality. 
Once this jailer has been “caught” by the reality in Paul and Silas, it is the 
appointed time for God to change the pressure. He alone knows when and 
how to send an earthquake into the jailer’s life. He knows what upheaval to 
use when His appointed time has come. There is something quite remarkable 
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about the awareness of the inner man. Regardless of how hard and rebellious 
one may appear outwardly, when the earthquake strikes in his life, he knows 
where to turn. True to pattern, the distraught jailer knows where to flee for 
help. It is to those who can sing in the midst of trial. Without any “hard-
selling” or pressure on their part, the jailer entered into life-reality. God had 
those who were expressive. 
 
It is not our service that our Lord most longs for, but ourselves. When He 
has us absolutely under His control, then He will accomplish an expressive 
service that will give Him the most satisfaction and joy. 
 

I would not have the restless will 
That hurries to and fro, 
Seeking for some great thing to do, 
Or secret thing to know: 
I would be treated as a child, 
And guided where I go. 
 
In service which Thy will appoints 
There are no bonds for me, 
For my inmost heart is taught “the truth,” 
That makes Thy children “free;” 
And a life of self-renouncing love 
Is a life of liberty. (B. M’Call Barbour) 
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4 
 

By What Power  
Do You Minister? 

 
 
 
 
Once it happened like this. You were invited to speak at a meeting where 
many noted celebrities would be in attendance. You sensed your inadequacy 
and trembled at your own weakness. Thus, utterly cast upon the Lord, you 
sought Him for help and experienced His special word and anointing for the 
message. In fact your excellence on the occasion so refreshed and astonished 
folk that you were immediately invited to appear before another group and 
give the same message. 
 
However, the next week something happened – or should we say didn’t 
happen. As you spoke the same words they lacked pungency, they failed to 
cut through the thick atmosphere and penetrate the hearts of those who 
listened. In your sense of struggle you tried a bit more power of personality 
or stress on dynamics and of course you got through. Many were 
appreciative, yet you left with an inward sense of emptiness. You felt sure 
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your ministry was “in word only,” not in power, in the Holy Ghost and in 
much assurance (1 Thess. 1:5). You were like a ground wire without the 
hot wire. 
 
Or another time it happened like this: You were invited by a close friend to 
help his sister who was going through great mental stress and depression. 
Through the months you had faced many desperate situations and in your 
dependence upon God for direction you have been “much used” in bringing 
His liberation to others. But this time you find it impossible to fulfill your 
reputation. No insight or spiritual light is given. All your counsel falls like 
seed upon utterly dry ground. You leave with one hope. Maybe God has 
done something which is not yet evident, yet inwardly you groan under the 
strain and sense you were merely a ground wire without the hot wire. 
 
In the diagram we have pictured the two aspects of a ministry which flow 
like the current on two strands of wire. With the ground wire (a-b) we make 
contact with others. With the hot wire (a-X-b) we are attuned to the Lord, 
and His quickening falls upon the words we speak to make them life and 
reality. In the two incidents related above, there was an evident 
powerlessness. Any individual, when acting merely as a ground wire, senses 
no quickening or anointing upon the words which he speaks. What happens 
when the words are flat, empty and void of life? Are they not the same 
words which previously turned into a sharpened shaft with great piercing 
effect? 
 
There is a hidden reason behind all the fainting and powerlessness in the 
ministry. What seems so utterly unpredictable to us, is however, really quite 
predictable when we have learned the secret the apostle Paul reveals from 
his own ministry. 
 
 
What Was the Secret in Not Fainting? 
 
In 2 Corinthians 4:1, Paul seems quite bold in announcing: “Therefore, 
seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not.” In 
chapter three, verse five, Paul explains that this is a ministry of the Spirit. It 
is not merely letter, mere doctrine, mere words. If it were, he like so many 
today, would surely have fainted. But he had found a sufficiency that was no 
mere fancy – it was a reality. “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves…but 
our sufficiency is of God.” 
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One can almost hear the apostle say: “Once I knew only the ministry of the 
ground wire – I was merely contacting others in my own wisdom, strength; 
my words were empty and I was always fainting. Now I’ve discovered that 
all ministry is first unto the Lord. And since I have become primarily 
conscious of Him and His longing for each life I’ve realized all true 
ministry, then, comes from the Lord. He becomes as the hot wire.” 
 
Now many who know this in theory do not know it in working reality. Thus 
Paul goes on to consider those things which hinder this flow on the hot wire. 
We must hold one thing as basic. The Holy Spirit is a Holy Spirit. He will 
not countenance the slightest infraction. He is easily grieved and the hot wire 
goes dead. So Paul urges, in 2 Corinthians 4:2: 
 
We must “renounce the hidden things of dishonesty.” How often it seems 
necessary and logical to allow a little dishonesty, but we must be alert to see 
how subtle and sapping this is, how deceptive and destructive. Dishonesty 
might happen like this: One morning in the midst of housecleaning, when 
the furniture is all out of place, the rugs outside for airing, you look out the 
window to see Mary Brown coming up the walk. You turn to your teen-age 
daughter with a sigh: “Oh, I wish she wouldn’t come now – in the midst of 
all this mess.” But as you greet her at the door you exclaim, “Oh! Mary – it 
is so nice to see you. Won’t you come in?” Your teen-age daughter, for 
whom you have been greatly concerned and praying, registers in her inner 
attitude, “Mother doesn’t always really tell the truth, nor does she mean 
what she says; she’s not always completely honest.” 
 
Is the hot wire not working? You have been ready to faint? Perhaps you 
should cry out for an inward integrity and honesty of heart. David knew the 
importance when he acknowledged: “Behold, thou desirest truth in the 
inward parts.” What sense of inward cleanness, inward confidence when you 
know there has been a continual yielding to His Spirit in every situation to 
be absolutely truthful no matter what the cost. Immediately you will find a 
new sincerity and can put away your acting ability. 
 
We must “not walk in craftiness.” Only recently a dear man, whom we have 
been counseling with, drove into our driveway and suggested: “You know, 
I’m greatly concerned for my son and his wife. Tomorrow they’ll be at our 
house for supper. Why don’t you just happen to drop in – say about 8 
o’clock – without their knowing I’ve invited you.” Then he proceeded to 
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enlighten me as to their family difficulties, their weaknesses and problems. 
And he added, “Perhaps you could just happen to bring up this problem in 
your conversation.” 
 
Isn’t that clever! I am supposed to just “happen along” while they are there. I 
am supposed to just “happen to discuss” those things as though the Lord 
were directing me to their need. This is just plain craftiness and God will not 
have part. 
 
Fortunately, while in an earlier day I would have fallen into such a method 
of craftiness, I could now look into my friend’s face and insist that God 
never honors nor does the Holy Spirit work with any one who uses crafty 
devices. As I look back on every occasion where I sought to fit into such a 
scheme, I cannot once recall having the help of the Holy Spirit. He simply 
will not be a part of our craftiness. It would seem there is much more 
dishonesty and craftiness among God’s servants than we would care to 
admit, and it is the reason why the hot wire is not working. 
 
We must not “handle the Word of God deceitfully.” Have you ever been 
challenged by another to justify your position according to the Word? That 
is, when someone questioned your emphasis or doctrinal belief, you took 
your concordance and searched out all the references having to do with that 
subject. You found many that supported your conclusions, yet – alas, you 
found a couple which did not quite corroborate, in fact almost verified the 
other position. Did you with integrity use all the verses and explain that in 
honesty you must admit there were a couple of verses you did not fully 
understand? Or did you just ignore and pass over those references? While it 
is easy to “use the Word” to justify our position, when we handle it thus, we 
shall have “the letter” but not the anointing and inspiration which the Holy 
Spirit gives when we just “give forth the Word” and let Him make the 
application as He will. 
 
I have been most amazed to see how the Lord utterly disarmed some cultist 
or one with an extreme interpretation as I took the Word (all of it) and 
opened it faithfully and honestly. Often to avoid handling it deceitfully I 
have even had to suggest that perhaps a single verse appeared to support 
their position, but I felt surely the whole body of Scripture must be allowed, 
not merely an isolated verse. And as I demonstrated that I had no private 
position to maintain but simply desired to stand with the Lord in His Word, 
there would often come a very peculiar and wonderful anointing which 
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penetrated the heart to win far more arguments than my devious methods 
could ever have won. How blessed to have no position to defend – no trying 
to defend the Word itself. All we are called to do is handle the Word 
forthrightly, in simplicity and expect the One who controls the hot wire to 
quicken and breathe life and meaning into mere words. 
 
Finally, we have been showing how these hidden things – often overlooked 
– will thwart any true flowing on the hot wire. God cannot allow any hidden 
thing of dishonesty, any stooping to craftiness, or using the Word of God 
deceitfully by His servants. There are many who have claimed experiences 
of power, great crises of consecration, yet the deciding factor is this – is 
there a day by day sensitivity to God’s holiness and integrity? Is there a 
continuous attunement unto Him so that there might be a flowing out from 
Him? This – and nothing else – determines the power by which we minister. 
The very moment the current ceases on the hot wire, we shall be forced to 
resort to the power of personality, of oratory, of pomp, of fame or of 
methods. Thus we miss the sufficiency of the Holy Spirit. 
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D I sensed they had some pressing reason in inviting me home to 
dinner. As we finished eating, the husband began: 
 
“Several years ago God seemed to work in a most unusual way 
in our farm community. Among us there were many folk 
converted. Then as we fellowshipped together and grew 
spiritually there were at least five families who determined to 
go all the way by entering full time service. Without going into 
details, in the course of time all five of us sold our farms 
(lovely Oregon bottom farms), pooled our resources and moved 
into the desert Southwest where we bought an abandoned town. 
There we started a mission for the Indians. 
 
“At first enthusiasm ran high. The romance of our new venture 
carried us along. Then as we began to face some of the reverses 
and bitter realities of a life we were quite unprepared for, strife, 
bitterness, jealousy and frustration developed among the 
various families. One by one the families moved away to return 
to Oregon.” Then, with a pause – and a sigh, he continued, “We 
were the last family to return.” 
 
For several days I had observed during the meetings that a 
cloud seemed to hang over this husband, wife and their teen-age 
daughters. Something was obviously wrong. Now I could 
understand their numbed and stoical response while God had 
been manifestly working in others lives. 
 
As tears were coursing down this father’s cheeks, he pleaded, 
“Where did we miss God’s will? Can you fathom the 
disappointment and frustration among these five families who 
have lost most of their possessions, and now have no home to 
return to?” 
 

J 

With many varying details this story is being repeated 
throughout the country. Unnecessary heartache, suffering and 
confusion is thwarting the true calling and equipping of the 
Lord. Perhaps as never before we are now seeing... 
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5 
 

The Testing Time of  
Religious Foundations 

 
 
 
 
Here was failure! What had gone wrong? Surely no one is able to fully 
evaluate all the intricate factors in such an involvement. Without knowing 
the hidden motives, secret ambitions, self-will or unprepared and 
undisciplined lives, who among men is sufficient to understand unless God 
should give him a choice seat in His own viewpoint? 
 
It would seem this tragic incident was a hey-day for the Enemy. The 
unsympathetic neighbors were quick to remind: “See, we told you it was a 
foolhardy venture.” Relatives scolded. “You deserved to lose all, when you 
wouldn’t listen to our counsel.” Many of the church members seemed more 
smug and serenely set in their own lack of dedication and surrender. Even 
the more spiritual friends who should have been able to help, were too much 
like Job’s vexing comforters. 
 
Amid all the varied lessons which could be considered, there is just one 
basic thing we wish to emphasize. As I tried to show the family that 
afternoon, there can be little doubt that much of our system of religious 
service is built upon a wrong foundation: man beholds a need and attempts 
to meet it. Now, if we are merely interested in a humanitarian venture, that is 
different. The natural man can only rely upon his human sympathy to 
motivate him in this service. 
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Upon Which Foundation Are We Building? 

The divine approach 
in service 

The humanitarian approach 
in service 

to enlist others  

to achieve 
success 

to satisfaction 

to dedication 

to fill the need  

Human Vision And Challenge 

of our inadequacy   

Of His ways 
of increase 

of His sending forth 

of His enablement 

of the real need 

Divine Revelation  

 
As we have pictured in the diagram, human vision and challenge is the 
foundation upon which most clubs, organizations, secret orders and lodges 
have built. Yes, even a great many churches have fallen to that level of 
humanitarian service. In building on the humanitarian approach of human 
vision and challenge, men move (1) to fill the need, (2) to enlist others, (3) 
to dedication, (4) to satisfaction, (5) to achieving success. Let no one assume 
this is wrong. It is simply the natural man’s approach and is wrong only 
because it becomes a substitute for the spiritual approach. 
 
God’s way is so different in the spiritual realm. Believers are called to a 
higher order of service in which the Holy Spirit is completely sovereign. He 
never allows us to see human need and then run off on our own to fill that 
need. Let us consider the plight of Moses when he did this: 
 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he 
went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens… (Ex. 2:11) 

 
Immediately he is stirred to help one of his brethren who is being smitten by 
an Egyptian. “And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that 
there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.” How 
exactly this describes what happens when man sees a need, accepts the 
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challenge and tries to accomplish in his own strength. It is forty years later 
on the backside of the desert that Moses finds the proper foundation for 
spiritual service. 
 
In God’s own timing Moses receives a divine revelation (1) of the real need, 
(2) of his own inadequacy, (3) of God’s enablement and preparation, (4) of 
His sending forth, and (5) of His ways of increase. As we have pictured, the 
difference between true service and pseudo service is simply whether we 
move by divine revelation or by human vision and challenge. As it was with 
the family mentioned at the beginning, sometimes we only learn lessons 
through drastic means, but once we have discovered how imperative it is to 
build upon divine revelation we shall never be moved by mere human 
challenge. 
 
 
Does the Need Constitute a Call? 
 
In considering the prophet Isaiah we have a perfect example of this divine 
order. We see how God builds upon revelation as the foundation for service. 
 
First: In chapter one, Isaiah receives a vision of Israel as a corporate man; 
from head to foot there are wounds, bruises and putrefying sores. God is 
acquainting His prophet with things as He sees them. 
 
Second: In chapter six, a crisis develops. When King Uzziah dies, Isaiah the 
prophet is faced with a new king who is not favorable to his ministry. As the 
new king ascends to the throne it is the hour when Isaiah sees more than the 
need – he sees the Lord (6:1). 
 
Third: As Isaiah sees the Lord he realizes the desperate need of his own life: 
“Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips,... for 
mine eyes have seen the King....” (v. 5). 
 
Fourth: In verses 6-7 we have God sending a divine purging and 
preparation for His servant. 
 
Fifth: It is because Isaiah’s heart has become attuned to God’s heart that he 
heard the voice of the Lord say, “Whom shall I send?” (v. 8). 
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Sixth: In verse 8 we hear Isaiah’s response to the yearning heart of God: 
“Here am I; send me.” 
 
Seventh: In verse 9 we have the divine sending forth, “Go and tell this 
people....” Now, all of this divine order in Isaiah’s commissioning would 
teach us several things. God never stops with just showing us the need, but 
will through some “king’s dying” precipitate a means for our preparation 
and sending forth. It also would emphasize these things we cannot escape: 
 

If we have not been sent forth, it is most likely because we have never 
moved into a sharing of His heart and burden. 
 
If we have not moved in close to His heart, it is because we are still 
undone and unclean. 
 
If we have not been purged from our uncleanness, it is because we 
have never had a revelation of God Himself. And finally... 
 
if we are building upon any other foundation than a revelation of the 
Lord, we are building upon human vision and challenge. 

 
We can rejoice that testing times will surely come to determine whether we 
are building upon His sure foundation. 
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D 
Principle: In our service we are not merely to be faithful – but also 
triumphant. 2 Corinthians 2:14. 
 

My heart has been pained over the tragic troubles which bother 
the average minister. He is “betwixt and between” – of all men 
most miserable. As somebody puts it, “We suffer so much, but 
so seldom with Christ; we have done so much, and so little will 
remain; we have known Christ in part, and have so effectively 
barricaded our hearts against His mighty love, which surely He 
must yearn to give His disciples above all people.” All these 
things have brought upon you untold frets and worries. Like 
Saul you are trying to save your kingdom. But you have 
actually suffered more miseries than the minister who has 
embraced the Cross. You have saved your life, but you have 
lost it, even in this world. The energy of the flesh not only 
spoils God’s work; it spoils your own life and peace. 
 

J 

Your trouble may be that you have been devoted to a cause 
instead of having the Cross as your sole inspiration, your one 
and only attraction. You have been ambitious to build your 
work. Shamefully you have made use of Jesus Christ. But as 
you contemplate cutting away these fleshly contrivances and 
false ambitions, you become almost paralyzed with fear. You 
will be different! You will be reckoned a fool and a fanatic! Oh, 
the shame you may have to suffer as you humble yourself 
before your parishioners, your Sunday school, your class! Then 
think of the contempt you may suffer before your fellow-
ministers, or fellow-workers. I believe I know how to 
sympathize with you. But cheer up. Once you have been 
undone in the fires of God’s furnace, you will come forth 
without the smell of your religious self! (L.E. Maxwell in Born 
Crucified)  
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6 
 

What Is the Goal of 
Our Service? 

 
 
 
 
No one will have moved very far in the stream of spiritual service before he 
is faced with certain tangent streams, little whirlpools or side eddies which 
would seek to divert his time, energy and money to that which is not truly in 
the divine stream. We have pictured four lesser goals which we are in danger 
of accepting: 
 
1. There is the whirlpool of mere activity. Many zealous, young converts 
have fallen into this snare, never to get out. Someone has described such as 
“those fussy little people who are in a constant tremble of excitement – who 
think that the whole world depends upon their exertions – who wear 
themselves into a premature grave.” Such are constantly seeking to suck 
others into their little whirlpool. 
 
It is easy to deceive ourselves that froth means fervor, and that work is 
identical with fruit. Those who are thus caught and deceived are apt to deal 
with the less outwardly active and more spiritual minded of their brethren in 
a critical and cruel manner. Doubtless they have not meant to be unkind, yet 
they have misunderstood God’s ways in working. Not infrequently such 
zealous activists can unwittingly become the tool of Satan to trouble the 
more sensitive and undiscerning souls. They can irritate and terrorize, 
burden and break down those who seek, in sincerity, simplicity, silence, and 
seeming slowness to faithfully serve their Lord. Indeed if God uses such at 
all, it is as saint-perfectors. 
 
2. There is dedication to a “good” cause. Who has not groaned inwardly in 
watching some earnest soul become preoccupied with a good religious 
cause? Something has blurred the vision and one’s energy is sidetracked and 
diverted to a mere tangent stream. It may be fighting the liquor business, 
exposing Communism, promoting pensions, building an orphanage for 
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children, raising funds for some religious enterprise, equipping a hospital or 
founding a skid-row mission. Now all of these have their proper place. But 
we must be careful lest we become occupied with a cause. While we are 
promoting a “work” we may be losing a spiritual ministry of touching needy 
lives and imparting life. God’s primary method is men touching men, not 
machinery, organizations or religious causes. It is true that one can be in the 
midst of such machinery or promoting of causes, and yet have a ministry of 
life to those around him. It is in spite of – not because of – the religious 
cause. The danger is to unconsciously become so dedicated to the erection 
and perpetuation of machinery and causes as to lose a spiritual touch and 
anointing. Look at the by-ways in the religious world and you see men who 
have settled for a second best. They are too busy or preoccupied to realize 
their service is being diverted into a side-stream. No one can doubt their 
sacrificial dedication to a religious cause, yet all the while they are inwardly 
estranged from the loving Person they claim to devotedly serve. 
 
 

 
 
 
3. There is a carving out of our own spiritual kingdom. Many dedicated 
children of God, while moving a great distance with their Lord, are 
nevertheless lacking in knowledge and discernment as to God’s methods, 
pattern and goal in a truly spiritual service. While they are not wholly aware 
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of it, they are carving out a little spiritual kingdom around themselves. It is 
not enough to insist that the work is for His glory and for the Body of Christ. 
If it is not according to divine pattern it is missing His goal. The question is: 
How much does this work depend upon them and their ministry? How much 
have they “built-up” the ministry of others so that they can become 
dispensable? What would happen if they stepped out? Are the people 
attached to them or the Lord? How much is the “work” related to the 
ultimate objective which God is after? Have they allowed spiritual giants to 
eclipse all the brethren, allowed them to enlist others in a most refined kind 
of personal kingdom-building? Such spiritual giants become skilled as 
spiritual promoters, as diplomats, as strategists and as manipulators – using 
every device to build and perpetuate their own little kingdom. 
 
Let no one assume we are writing out of bitterness or jealousy; nor because 
we delight in condemning others. We insist upon dealing with principles and 
not personalities. Nor do we infer that this present-day multiplicity of 
machinery and organization is not in any way contributing to the purpose of 
God. Rather, this is a plea to all God’s servants to honestly bring their 
methods and motives under the scrutiny of His all-searching eye. In “His 
Light” we shall see whether we are building some self-styled kingdom for 
ourselves; whether we, with unbroken will or spirit, are perpetuating a 
sphere of ministry for ourselves simply because we cannot get along with 
others. We may avoid judgment of our service now, but in that hour of 
standing before the Bema, the Judgment Seat of Christ, we shall “see” 
whether our work was upon the proper foundation and whether our sacrifice 
and service was unto Him and truly in mid-stream. 
 
4. There is a service that is faithful, yet not triumphant. Many who have 
reached this point, who have discovered what it means to minister according 
to His pattern and goal find it easy to relax in the battle. They have become 
disheartened in the face of such bitter religious persecution and their 
“seeming to stand alone.” The natural reaction is to find a little side-eddy 
where the pressure is not so severe, where one can console himself that 
really, we are not called to see our fruitfulness, but just be faithful. Then we 
shall hear that “well done, thou good and faithful servant.” How tragic for a 
life to come this far, understand this much of the divine purpose and pattern, 
yet seek an easy way free from pressure. It is true, we are called to be 
faithful, but we are also to be triumphant in our faithfulness – not allowing 
an undertone of defeat. Hear the words of Paul: “Now thanks be unto God, 
which always causeth us to triumph in Christ…” (2 Cor. 2:14). 
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5. Finally, there is a spiritual service that is in mid-stream. When we have 
avoided the whirlpool of mere activity, when we have discerned the snare of 
dedicating ourselves to a mere cause, when we have rejected the ambition to 
carve out a little spiritual kingdom for ourselves, when we have determined 
with Paul to be triumphant in our faithful service – then we have fixed our 
eye upon His goal in spiritual service. We are moving in mid-stream. Then 
“we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ…” (2 Cor. 2:15). 
 
In the coming chapters we shall consider more fully what it means to serve 
according to His pattern, His methods, His power, His glory and His goal. 
 
 
Read This Parable of the Bamboo... 
 
 

If You Would Serve 
 
On the hillsides in Kucheng District the most valuable trees are often 
marked with the owner’s name. A common way of conveying water from 
the mountain springs down to the villages is in channels made of lengths of 
bamboo fitted one to the other. 
 
A beautiful tree stood among scores of others on a lovely hillside, its stem 
dark and glossy, its beautiful feathery branches gently quivering in the 
evening breeze. 
 
As we admired it we became conscious of a gentle rustling of the leaves, and 
a low murmur was distinctly heard: “You think me beautiful, you admire my 
tall stem and graceful branches, but I have nothing to boast of. All I have I 
owe to the loving care of my Master. It was He who planted me here in this 
very beautiful hill, where my roots, reaching down to and dwelling in hidden 
springs, and continually drinking of their life-giving water, receive 
nourishment, refreshment, beauty and strength for my whole being. 
 
“Do you see those trees to one side, how miserable and parched they are? 
Their roots have not yet reached the living springs. Since I have found the 
hidden waters I have lacked nothing. 
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“You observe those characters on my stem? Look closely – they are cut into 
my very being. The cutting process was painful – I wondered at the time 
why I had to suffer – but it was my Master’s own hand that used the knife, 
and when the work was finished, with a throb of unutterable joy, I 
recognized it was His own name He had cut on my stem. Then I knew 
beyond doubt that He loved and prized me, and wanted all the world to 
know I belonged to Him. I may well make it my boast that I have such a 
Master.” 
 
Even as the tree was telling us of its Master, we looked around, and lo! the 
Master Himself stood there. He was looking with love and longing on the 
tree, and in His hand He held a sharp axe. 
 
“I have need of thee,” He said. “Art thou willing to give thyself to Me?” 
 
“Master,” replied the tree, “I am all Thine own – but of what use can such as 
I be to Thee?” 
 
“I need thee,” said the Master, “to take My living water to some dry, parched 
places where there is none.” 
 
“But Master, how can I do this? I can dwell in thy living springs and imbibe 
their waters for my own nourishment. I can stretch up my arms to heaven, 
and drink in Thy refreshing showers, and grow strong and beautiful, and 
rejoice that strength and beauty alike are all from Thee, and proclaim to all 
what a good Master Thou art. But how can I give water to others? I but drink 
what suffices for my own food. What have I to give to others?” 
 
The Master’s voice grew wondrously tender as He answered, “I can use thee 
if thou art willing. I would fain cut thee down and lop off all thy branches, 
leaving thee naked and bare, then I would take thee right away from this thy 
happy home among the other trees, and carry thee out alone on the far 
hillside where there will be none to whisper lovingly to thee – only grass and 
a tangled growth of briers and weeds. Yes, and I would still use the painful 
knife, for all those barriers within thy heart should be cut away one by one, 
till there is a free passage for my living water through thee. 
 
“Thou wilt die, thou sayest; yea, my own tree, thou wilt die, but My Water 
of Life will flow freely and ceaselessly through thee. Thy beauty will be 
gone indeed. Henceforth, no one will look on thee and admire thy freshness 

 107



and grace, but many, many will stoop and drink of the life-giving stream 
which will reach them so freely through thee. They may give no thought to 
thee it is true, but will they not bless thy Master who has given them His 
water through thee? Art thou willing for this, My tree?” 
 
I held my breath to hear what the answer would be. “My Master, all I 
have and am is from Thee. If Thou indeed hast need of me, then I gladly and 
willingly give my life to Thee. If only through my dying Thou canst bring 
Thy living water to others, I consent to die. I am Thine own. Take and use 
me as Thou wilt, my Master.” 
 
And the Master’s face grew still more tender, but He took the sharp axe and 
with repeated blows brought the beautiful tree to the ground. It rebelled not, 
but yielded to each stroke, saying softly, “My Master, as Thou wilt.” And 
still the Master held the axe, and still He continued to strike till the stem was 
severed again, and the glory of the tree, its wondrous crown or featherly 
branches, was lost to it for ever. 
 
Now indeed it was naked and bare – but the love-light in the Master’s face 
deepened as He took what remained of the tree on His shoulders, and amid 
the sobbing of all its companions, bore it away, far, far over the mountains. 
 
But the tree consented to all for the love of the Master, murmuring faintly, 
“My Master, where Thou wilt.” 
 
Arrived at a lonely and desolate place, the Master paused, and again His 
hand took a cruel-looking weapon with sharp pointed blade, and this time 
thrust it right into the very heart of the tree – for He would make a channel 
for His living waters, and only through the broken heart of the tree could 
they flow unhindered to the thirsty land. 
 
Yet the tree repined not, but still whispered with breaking heart, “My 
Master, Thy will be done.” 
 
So the Master with the heart of love and the face of tenderest pity dealt the 
painful blows and spared not, and the keen-edged steel did its work 
unfalteringly till every barrier had been cut away, and the heart of the tree 
lay open from end to end, and the Master’s heart was satisfied. 
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Then again He raised it and gently bore it, wounded and suffering, to where 
unnoticed till now, a spring of living water, clear as crystal, was bubbling 
up. There He laid it down – one end just within the healing waters. And the 
stream of life flowed in, right down the heart of the tree from end to end, 
along all the road made by the cruel wounds – a gentle current to go on 
flowing out, ever flowing, never ceasing, and the Master smiled and was 
satisfied. 
 
Then the Master returned to His tree and lovingly asked, “My tree, dost thou 
now regret the loneliness and suffering? Was the price too dear – the price 
for giving the living water to the world?” And the tree replied, “My Master, 
no, a thousand times no!” (B.E. Newcombe) 
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Section V 
 

 

The Ultimate  
Giving 
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Have You Discovered This Priority in Your Giving? 
 

A young novitiate in one of the preaching orders of the middle 
ages was eager for the time when he might begin to preach. At 
last the superior said to him, “Come, we will preach today.” 
Joyfully the young man set out with the superior. As they 
walked through the narrow streets of the town the superior gave 
a coin to a beggar, spoke a word of sympathy to a poor widow, 
and dried the tears of a weeping child. The little ones clung to 
the skirts of his robe as he passed, and their parents begged for 
his blessing. After a long walk, the two turned again toward the 
monastery. “But when are we going to preach?” asked the 
younger. “We have been preaching all the time,” replied the 
elder. 
 
How anxious we are to preach when our pulpit stands before 
the crowd; anxious to be “of service” when the applause of man 
is forthcoming, but how hard it is to single out that one “down-
and-outer” at the well unless we can be sure she will tell all her 
friends what we have done for her. How we love to minister 
when it ministers to the man who “craves it the most.” 
 
As they continued walking back that day the elder again 
remarked: “You know, my son, long before we moved out to 
the people this morning there must have been an uttermost 
giving of ourselves unto God. Then what we give – whether our 
presence, our coins, our smile or our words – all will be 
freighted with His fragrance and have true meaning. Perhaps 
this is why the apostle Paul tells us how the Macedonians ‘first 
gave themselves unto God’ and then their love in their offering. 
Early tomorrow morning before we go out preaching let us be 
sure we have discovered this priority in our giving!” 
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D 
Principle: It is indeed a shame when our giving is less than He gave: 
Himself! John 3:16 
 

After a service one night a young man came to me with these 
words: “I wish God would give me this victory you have 
spoken about.” I realized he had completely missed the whole 
point of my message. Suddenly it seemed the Holy Spirit 
directed me to say, “Look, God is no longer in the giving 
business; He is all through giving.” 
 

J 

With a most startled look he replied, “ But I don’t understand 
how that can be.” That moment it seemed utterly beyond his 
comprehension that God, the Father, had already given and 
was… 

 
 

1 
 

No Longer in the  
Giving Business 

 
 
 
 
As we opened our Bibles I explained that the Father had already given His 
Son, the Lord Jesus, and in Him had given us all things. When one has 
already given all, there is nothing more to give. Then we turned to 2 Peter 
1:3 and read: “According as His divine power hath given unto us all 
things.…” I asked, “Does it say here that God will give, or that God should 
give, or that God has already given?” 
 
He was quick to answer. “No, it says that He hath given – which means He 
already has.” 
 
Then in order to see how God had already given to us all things, we turned to 
Romans 8:32 where Paul writes: “He that spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him freely give us all 

 112



things?” This verse clinched the fact that God had not spared His Son but 
already given Him – and thus with Him freely given – all things. If God had 
already given His best – His all – what else was there for Him to give! Next 
we read in Ephesians 1:10 that the Father had purposed before time ever 
began that all things should finally be centered in His Son. It was not merely 
because man sinned, but even before sin entered, that the Father planned for 
all things to be accomplished in and through His Son. Of course the Son had 
been given as a means of redeeming us; but He has also been given as the 
means for realizing the Father’s Eternal Purpose. 
 
Suddenly it was as though a great light was breaking through. With a 
glowing countenance, I shall never forget, he announced, “I see it – what a 
breakthrough! After ten years of trying to get more things from God – mere 
peace, joy, blessing, assurance, even victory – I see that it is not God’s way 
to give these. Glory! He gives us His lovely Son – and all these are in Him. 
Yes, God has already given – there is nothing more to give – is there?” 
 
As we sat down by the blackboard, I drew two diagrams for him: In the first 
diagram (A) we pictured man’s usual conception of God’s giving. Man 
assumes, in moving up the ascending stairway, that God first gives salvation, 
next answers prayers, then shares spiritual blessings, later offers victorious 
life, then provides an effective ministry and finally He rewards man with His 
personal presence as he reaches heaven. Thus in the end it seems man 
receives the ultimate of all God’s giving. 
 
 
Man’s Conception of God’s giving 
 
 

He will give… 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

A 

answered prayers 
spiritual blessings 

victorious life 
effective ministry 

salvation 

heaven 

 
He was quick to recognize man’s warped conception which assumes that if 
man will give up, then God will give to man more and more. It goes like 
this: if man will give up his selfish ways, God will give salvation; if man 
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will give time to pray, God will answer; if man will give up material things, 
God will give spiritual blessings in their place; if man will give up self, God 
will give victorious life; if man will give up his own ambitions, God will 
give him an effective ministry; and finally when man gives up this worldly 
abode, then God will give him a new home in heaven. 
 
 
God’s Intention 
 
He has already given us... 

B 

 Now He waits for us to receive.  

  —and all things in Him. 
His 
Son 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then we drew the second diagram (B) which pictured God’s intention in 
giving His Son. God does not start by giving man mere things. Folk may 
testify of receiving forgiveness, pardon, regeneration, salvation, peace, joy, 
blessing, victory – or a thousand good and important things – yet they 
manifest a lack of understanding in placing the emphasis on these things. 
God does not have various packages to dole out. What an amazing 
discovery, and yet how simple to comprehend! God starts at the very top of 
the stairway by giving us His lovely Son – nothing else, nothing more, 
nothing less. But in Him are wrapped up all things necessary for life and 
godliness. 
 
By this time my new-found friend could sit no longer. Though he had been 
well-versed in the Scriptures, suddenly verses came into new meaning and 
he began to exhort me. What a joy it was to hear him explain: 
 
“I can see now why Paul said, ‘But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification and 
redemption’ (1 Cor. 1:30) – yes, all we need has already been given in Him.” 
 
With abounding exuberance he continued, “And I can see why Paul insisted 
in Ephesians that the Father has already (past tense) ‘blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings... in Christ Jesus.’” That night as he went out the door one 
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could realize that a most radical change had taken place in his thinking. Only 
God could have wrought such a spiritual seeing, such a complete turning 
from seeking mere things to an appreciation of the glorious Son he had 
already received. It was quite meaningful when at last he announced: “I feel 
like a new man who is just beginning to discover what he already has in 
Christ. What I need most is to learn how to receive His fullness into my life, 
walk and ministry.” 
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D At the close of a morning service a sweet little four-year-old 
girl gleefully slipped to my side and dropped a package of 
pennies into my pocket. For several weeks, so I learned from 
her mother, she had been denying herself candy and gum that 
she might have this token of love to present to me. How happy 
this giving seemed to make her. 
 

J 

But it sent a pang to my own heart. When I thought of how 
easily I had often allowed pennies to slip through my hands, 
accepting this kind of love gift was not easy. In fact, I have 
many times discovered that if giving seems difficult – so is 
receiving. 

 
 

2 
 

We Must Also 
Learn to Receive 

 
 
 
 
There is an immeasurable difference between grasping and receiving. Each 
grows out of a different kind of heart. Until we have been enlightened with a 
spiritual understanding it will seem like a real paradox when we insist that 
receiving is quite difficult, if not impossible, for the selfish or uncircumcised 
heart. 
 
To receive graciously requires an inward work of His grace. Ever since the 
Fall, man’s whole inner life is bent on selfishly grasping and acquiring for 
himself. On the surface he may imagine that he is receiving, but until he has 
known the application of the Cross to the inner life: the way of graciously 
receiving is impossible – he can only grasp for more and more. 
 
There is an old Chinese parable which illustrates this. “A certain man went 
to market with a string of seven coins. Seeing a beggar asking for alms, he 
gave the poor man six of them, and kept only one for himself. The beggar, 

 116



however, instead of being thankful followed the good man and stole the 
seventh coin also.” We may be amazed at the unthankfulness of the beggar, 
but what else could we expect from one until the life has been inwardly 
adjusted by divine grace? 
 
 
Three Phrases We Must Understand 
 
In learning to receive there are three phases we must understand. We shall 
call them the gateway, the pathway and the throne. 
 
First, the gateway of repentance will unveil wondrous grace. As we have 
pictured, out of the heart of pride, blindness and selfishness issues the way 
of grasping; out of the heart of repentance, brokenness and dedication issues 
the way of receiving. How aptly are these two ways demonstrated in the 
Pharisee and the publican (Luke 18:10). In his attempt at praying, the 
Pharisee was grasping for attention; he was seeking approval or 
recommendation from God. In performing his religious observance he was 
trying to be worthy of receiving the grace of God. Yet in it all he was 
actually grasping. By contrast the publican manifested an inward brokenness 
in heart and in his spirit. In smiting his breast he reveals his sense of 
unworthiness and sinfulness before God. Just here we see the gateway: 
repentance. It is upon this guilty man who acknowledges his unworthiness to 
receive that God can pour His mercy and unveil His wondrous grace. 
 
Consider the story of Charlotte Elliot. What a wretched night of conflict and 
tossing in despair before she finally acknowledged her true condition of sin 
and selfishness before God. It all began earlier that evening at the concert 
where she was singing. She had been confronted by an admirer who 
graciously sought to unmask her inner condition and self-righteousness 
before God. She rejected the help, and immediately was offended. But in 
fleeing home she could not run away from the piercing words that had been 
planted. Through the long night of sleepless tossing and wrestling she finally 
fell down before her Lord in repentance. Then the wondrous light of His 
grace broke into her darkened mind and she entered the gateway of life – 
receiving His forgiveness and mercy . No wonder she was able to pen these 
words we love to sing: 
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Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 

 
Out of a broken heart it was possible for God to reveal that there was 
nothing she could do to recommend or prepare herself – only come as she 
was. So she wrote: 
 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 

 
Second, in the pathway of brokenness we shall discover the “riches of His 
grace.” Indeed the first revelation of His grace accomplished by repentance 
is wondrous, but there must be a further unfolding. Through the pathway of 
brokenness we must now behold a still higher level: the riches of His grace. 
 
A king once offered a subject a very magnificent present for some service 
rendered. “This is too much for me to receive,” the man said. “But it is not 
too much for me to give,” was the king’s reply. He was rich and gave 
according to his ability to give. 
 
 

 
 
 

 118



How deep are the roots of pride in a life – even in the life of a believer who 
is truly a subject of The King. It is just at this point He must lead us into the 
pathway of brokenness so we can behold Him and His giving – not because 
of our worthiness – but because of His ability, because of the riches of His 
grace. 
 
While we know the unregenerate man must come to God “just as he is” to 
receive (initial) saving grace, it is so easy for believers to slip into the subtle 
snare of trying to produce a worthiness to receive. It is just here the hidden 
roots of pride blind and God’s only way is to take one into a deeper and 
deeper brokenness that He might fully unveil all that we have actually 
received in Christ. We are not only to enjoy initial saving grace but He 
wants us to learn how to experience daily living grace. 
 
Third, as we are fully identified with Him at the throne of Grace, we can 
appropriate all things for the “glory of His grace.” I believe we can see 
something quite distinctive between riches and glory. As a geologist I might 
discover the richness of a vein of precious ore. The more I penetrate into the 
composition and value of that vein, the more I uncover its true richness. But 
the glory of that ore comes only when it is refined and molded into 
something usable – such as a lampstand. Only as the ore fulfills its highest 
purpose can there be an unfolding of its unique glory. 
 
So it is with God’s grace. We may discover it; we may even see its utmost 
richness, but until we behold its highest purpose, we have missed the 
ultimate glory of His giving (grace). This kind of glory we can only 
appreciate when we have moved into His viewpoint and by our dedication 
live identified with Him at the throne. 
 
Let me illustrate with this incident. A very real crisis had come. A final 
payment on the new edition of books was due, so I bowed that morning to 
ask my Father for five hundred dollars to meet that bill. At the close of the 
morning Bible study a sweet little widow handed me an envelope. Without 
much thought I placed it in my pocket until a more convenient time to open 
and read the note. That evening as I prepared to go to church I detected the 
envelope and proceeded to open it. Here was a note with a check. At first 
glance I saw – $5.00 – no, it was for fifty – oh – no, it was five hundred 
dollars – just the amount I had prayed for that morning! 
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I was stunned – and joyful. No one had ever done this before in more than 
ten years of meetings. But then as I reflected on her giving there was the 
strangest inward reaction. I wanted to rush to her home, and give it back. 
Only recently she had lost her husband; now she was laboring in a furniture 
factory to meet her needs – surely this was a great sacrifice – too much for 
her to make. In my moments of heart exercise I once again realized how 
difficult it was for me to receive graciously. 
 
Then as I prayed, God seemed to open a whole new vista of experience 
which unveiled the glory of His grace. My difficulty was that I assumed she 
had given to me. I had not promoted this giving, but He had spoken directly 
to her heart – and she had given as unto Him. In a whole new way I saw 
what it meant to be identified with Him at the throne. Once we know we are 
one with Him in His dedication we can enjoy appropriating all things for 
Him. It is only when we imagine things are given to us that we become edgy 
about receiving. Indeed it is one thing to enjoy the riches of His giving, but 
still another to enjoy the glory of His giving. 
 
There is an old story about a Scotsman, Lord Braco, who was very rich and 
miserly and who had great stores of gold and silver in his vaults. One day a 
farmer said to him: “I will give you a shilling if you will but let me see all 
your gold and silver.” Braco consented. As the farmer gave the shilling he 
said, “Now I am as rich as you are. I have looked at your silver and gold, 
and that is all you can do with it.” 
 
Perhaps this would teach us that few of God’s children ever behold the 
riches of God’s grace. They are hidden from view. Yet even those who 
behold the riches stop short of God’s highest intention. Until there is a 
spending of those riches there can be no true fulfillment or purpose realized. 
 
Perhaps this is what Paul is unfolding in Ephesians 1:6 when he refers to the 
“glory of His grace.” He tells us that it is the good pleasure of the Father to 
have a vast family of adopted sons (huiothesia) accepted in Christ Jesus, 
whom He can put on display before the whole universe. It is not merely His 
giving, nor the richness of His giving, but the ultimate purpose of His 
giving. This indeed is the glory of His grace. 
 
Finally we can see there is much more in learning to receive than we had 
imagined. There is the gateway of repentance, the pathway of brokenness 
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and the throne for reigning and appropriating when we are fully dedicated to 
His purpose. 
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D An evangelist confides: 
 

Last night I was both embarrassed and disgusted. It was the 
closing meeting of our series. The pastor had already pled for 
offerings in the morning and evening service to meet the 
weekly budget. Then he stood to further challenge the people to 
present a love offering to me, the evangelist. When he struck 
upon the idea of everyone marching forward to present their 
love gift upon the altar, I thought it was something new – but 
how embarrassing for many who could not give – or had 
already given under earlier pressure. I protested to him, but he 
assumed I was only pretending modesty, and insisted: “Oh, they 
are accustomed to this.” 
 

J 

Ever since that experience my heart has been aching for the 
Lord’s sheep. I have suddenly realized how far we have drifted 
from God’s intention in giving. It seems, today, that churches 
are either becoming more and more involved in mechanical 
methods of giving, or are forced to new ways of pressuring the 
sheep into giving. And what is so terrible is that once pressure 
methods are started, it requires increasing pressure. How sad 
that so many of God’s sheep are being subjected each week to 
such pressure schemes. They are missing the joy and 
blessedness which should come as the Holy Spirit directs and 
develops them in spiritual sensitivity. 
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3 
 

Three Kinds 
of Giving 

 
 
 
 
We are quite aware that nothing is so “touchy” in the present-day religious 
realm, as an exposing of the object, methods and schemes in giving. But it 
has always been so. We recall that Jesus encountered the most violent 
reaction from the religionists of His day when on two occasions He entered 
the temple to deal with the money changers. Was it not so with Paul at 
Ephesus when it appeared that the silversmiths might lose their means of 
economic gain if the goddess Diana would be despised through his 
preaching? 
 
Whether then, or now – one thing is quite evident. Religious authorities will 
“crucify again” anyone who dares to touch their source of finances. One has 
said: “Cut off the financial resources of any religious system and it will 
immediately die; cut off what seems to be the financial resources of a truly 
spiritual work and it will make no difference, for it prospers by spiritual life, 
not by material funds.” 
 
It is important that we distinguish between mechanical-giving, pressure-
giving and Spirit-directed giving. We must recognize the foundation upon 
which each kind of giving rests; there are many things which seem to be “for 
God” which are really not “of God.” We shall again see how the foundation 
we build upon determines everything. 
 
What is mechanical-giving? When giving is merely to fulfill obedience as a 
requirement of the law, when giving becomes simply a formal act which 
satisfies the conscience, when our weekly envelope falls into the offering 
plate only as a routine gesture unto the Lord – this is mechanical-giving. 
Without realizing why, the great majority of believers seem to prefer the 
mechanical method of giving, for it shifts to someone else the responsibility 
of choosing who shall receive. And what is still far more serious is that 
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many a zealous religious promoter has learned how to finance his dreams 
and visions with money given in this blind and mechanical way. Many 
religious institutions today are being perpetuated “for God” which have long 
since lost any spiritual value. Finally, let us say that any giving which 
neglects the exercise of our spirit, the vital concern of our heart and the 
intelligent understanding of our renewed mind is not Spirit-directed giving. 
 
What is pressure-giving? When there is continued play on the emotions, 
when the human vision and challenge of the need is presented through 
fleshly dynamics, when increasing time is spent on developing new 
techniques and methods to stimulate giving, when promotion is paramount 
instead of prayerfully waiting before God to supply needs – all these devices 
of men savor of pressure-giving. Without realizing it, many congregations 
have become numbed – wholly insensitive to the Holy Spirit’s prompting – 
because they have been subjected continuously to carnal pressure, to 
emotional appeals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. A great challenge  
    of need, but out of  
    mere human vision. 
2. The emotions are  
    stirred. 
3. Even though many  
    projects are not  
    according to God’s  
    pattern, there is a  
    sincere sacrificing  
    “for God.” 

Pressure giving 

“for God” 

Spirit-directed 
giving 

“for God” 

Mechanical 
giving 

“for God” 

1. Obedience fulfills 
    our only    
    responsibility… 
2. The conscience is    
    then satisfied. 
3. But often we are  
    promoting a  
    private kingdom  
    for man’s own  
    glory. 

1. Through divine    
    unveiling of the  
    real need… 
2. The renewed mind  
    is enlightened and  
    the spirit exercised.  
3. By the Holy Spirit’s  
    prompting, such  
    giving is really “of  
    God” and brings  
    glory to Him. 

 
It has not become unusual for pastors to boast that their missionary budget 
has been increased year after year – until they have reached a figure which 
makes every competitor jealous. The end – being missions – justifies any 
means. So they pressure the people to sustain their vain ambition. 
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Many seem to have overlooked the loving concern of the apostle Paul. He 
reminds the Philippians that he is not primarily interested in their gift – but 
is more concerned in the spiritual development which giving will 
accomplish in their own life. “Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit 
that may abound to your account” (Phil. 4:17). We are sure that Paul 
encouraged the believers to systematic giving (1 Cor. 16:2) as well as 
intelligent giving (Rom. 12: l) – but he never stooped to pressure-giving or 
urged mechanical-giving (2 Cor. 8:4). 
 
In decrying this modern trend toward pressure-giving, Lewis Sperry Chafer 
has written (from a tract, Spirit-Directed Giving by L.S. Chafer): “Two 
widely separated methods of giving and of securing gifts are abroad in the 
Christian world. The one most commonly employed is that of a direct 
appeal, often going so far as to suggest to the givers the amount they should 
give. The other method is that of depending only on the Spirit of God to 
direct the gifts in the case of every person, and then being willing to abide 
by the results of this confidence and trust.” 
 
He continues, “...in presenting a cause, there is a difference between 
information and solicitation. All will agree that information is required, else 
no intelligent giving is possible, but the real problem centers around the 
question of solicitation. Many will recall the method employed for so many 
years by the late Dr. D. M. Stearns in his church in Germantown, 
Pennsylvania. He spared no pains or time to read the messages from the 
mission fields to his people, that they might be informed but so contrary to 
the usual practice, he would tell his people not to give unless to withhold 
their gifts would burden their souls. This was information without 
solicitation. The record is a matter of history that that church, probably 
beyond any other in a generation, from year to year with constant increase, 
led in sacrificial gifts to worldwide evangelization.” 
 
Recently we overhead a pastor sheepishly admit, “If I didn’t apply any 
pressure on my people, I’m afraid I’d never succeed in any project I 
presented – in fact, the whole budget would cave in.” What an admission! 
 
What is Spirit-directed giving? When one has learned to distinguish between 
mere proposals of men and the divine pattern of the Lord for accomplishing 
His work, when one has learned to distinguish between the emotional pull of 
the flesh and the promptings of the Holy Spirit to his own spirit, when one is 
weary of helping men build their private religious kingdoms, which rise and 
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fall with each personality, then he is truly ready to enter the pathway of 
Spirit-directed giving. 
 
Again we quote from L. S. Chafer who explains two aspects of this kind of 
Spirit-directed giving: “First, the ecstatic joy of giving must be preserved. 
There is such a thing; ‘for the Lord loveth a cheerful (hilarious) giver.’ The 
ecstasy is nothing other than the inner consciousness that the gift is the out-
working of the blessed will of God. There is a difference between being told 
by God and being told by men as to what and where we should give; and the 
giver, who is so dull of soul that he gives only under human pressure and 
responds only to strong emotional appeals, will know nothing of the true 
grace of giving. 
 
“Second, in the stewardship of His children, God must direct the placing of 
gifts, else they cannot maintain a life of spiritual power and unbroken 
fellowship with Him. Why rob people of this blessing under the shortsighted 
impression that they must be coerced in their giving? Would that all pastors 
and evangelists might realize that the unbroken fellowship and the life of 
power are infinitely more to be prized than the financial gains! And would 
they might know that there is no trouble ever with the question of needed 
funds when the spiritual life is uninterrupted!” 
 
 
The Trend in This Present Hour 
 
Even the most casual observer will recognize that throughout the religious 
world today there is an increasing stress upon budgets, tithing, offering 
envelopes and income tax deductions. Without his consent, the discerning 
believer is being faced with pressure-giving on one hand or mechanical-
giving on the other. Both our federal government and alas (too many) church 
governments are squeezing folk into a rigid pattern. But in taking the 
initiative away from the individual they are depriving God’s child of that 
necessary sensitivity to the Holy Spirit’s prompting. Organizations have 
hoped that this mechanical method will produce more giving, but we can be 
sure it will never equal that giving which is inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
 
We can predict that difficult days are ahead for those of God’s children who 
are determined to follow Spirit-directed giving. We were told recently, on 
good authority, that a church leader announced to hundreds of pastors under 
his jurisdiction that before the internal revenue will qualify any independent 
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church in its giving, it must have the envelope system for at least five years. 
It is true that while the government is attempting to uncover religious 
racketeering and cheating among the unscrupulous, it is placing a bind upon 
Spirit-directed giving. 
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D Dr.George W. Truett tells of an occasion when he was raising 
money to dedicate a church building. The amount to be 
obtained was $6,500. After what he calls the slowest and most 
reluctant, most Christ-shaming effort to raise money he ever 
witnessed, they stopped at three thousand dollars.  
 
After a long pause, Dr. Truett said, “What do you expect of me? 
I am your guest. I do not happen to have the other $3,500. What 
do you expect of me?” Then there arose a little woman back in 
the audience, plainly clad. “There was a surprising pathos in her 
voice,” says Dr. Truett, “as looking past me to the young man at 
the desk who was taking the names – her husband – she said: 
‘Charley, I have wondered if you would be willing for us to 
give our little cottage, just out of debt. We were offered $3,500 
in cash for it yesterday. We were told we could get it at the 
bank any time if we chose to make the trade. Charley, I have 
wondered if you would be willing for us to give our little house 
to Christ that His house may be free. When we remember, 
Charley, that Christ gave His life for us, I wonder if we ought 
not to give this little house to Him.’ 
 
“The fine fellow responded in the same spirit with a sob in his 
voice, saying: ‘Jennie dear, I was thinking of the same thing.’ 
Then looking up at me with his face covered with tears, he said, 
‘We’ll give $3,500.’  
 

J 

“Then there followed a scene beggaring all description. Silence 
reigned for a minute, and then men sobbed aloud. Gentle 
women and men standing around the walls, who a dozen 
minutes before had shut their lips with scorn and contempt for a 
church halting and defeated, sobbed aloud, and almost in a 
moment provided the $3,500.” 
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4 
 

What Are the Laws  
Which Should Govern Our Giving? 

 
 
 
 
From this lovely story we can learn at least three laws which will be 
operative in our giving if we truly live to please the Lord and not ourselves. 
It seems evident from our story that Charley and Jennie had first given 
themselves wholly to the Lord, and now all that they had belonged to HIM. 
This is always God’s pattern. They “...first gave their own selves to the 
Lord, and unto us by the will of God” (2 Cor. 8:5). As long as we reserve 
any right to ourselves, we still possess things as our own. And we will keep 
close records with God in our giving. In our possessing things we will be 
stingy, but when He possesses all, we shall learn to give sacrificially, 
immediately, single-heartedly and intelligently. 
 
1. Until we have given sacrificially, we cannot inspire others to give 
sacrificially. Surely this is the great bottleneck in giving. It is natural to want 
others to sacrifice, but not be willing ourselves. Without casting any 
reflection upon the servant of God who was raising the money in this 
incident, it does seem he could not break through the calloused hearts. 
 
It seems there is a spiritual law that like begets like and sacrifice begets 
sacrifice. This uttermost sacrificial giving of Charley and his wife – an 
irresistible reality demonstrated – broke where a breaking seemed 
impossible. Again we see that brokenness begets brokenness. Out of their 
broken hearts flowed a stream which broke through every dam of resistance 
to flood dry and unbroken areas. Let us be careful lest we try to move others 
beyond our own experience of sacrifice. 
 
2. When we are spiritually sensitive our giving is always now. In our day 
(but it has always been so) it seems there is such a tendency to make 
promises to God. Next month we will be free from our present financial 
squeeze so we can give liberally. Yet strangely an unforeseen emergency or 
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opportunity arises and instead of getting out of the squeeze we only get more 
involved and in much deeper. Again we promise God that this next year we 
will get our affairs arranged so we can be free to give Him our time and 
talents. We mean well, but as next year dawns we find ourselves more 
involved in new and thrilling projects – even projects for God! And so year 
after year we imagine that it will be better “just around the corner.” Thus it 
is that many have felt it quite sufficient to promise their future to God, yet 
reserve the present for themselves. They will even put God in their will. 
When they are dead and have no more need for security or wealth of course 
they intend for Him to have all. 
 
I think we would be quite amazed just how much of the giving which we 
think is “now” has “future delivery” stamped upon it. If Charley were a 
typical “modern” we could imagine him answering Jennie, “Yes, my dear, I 
was thinking that the best way to help our church (and also ourselves) would 
be to will our property to the church and maybe the bank can hold the will as 
collateral against the mortgage.” How easy it is to sidestep the Holy Spirit’s 
direction and plan for future delivery instead of delivery now. 
 
How often a church has been thrown into law courts attempting to gain 
through a will. Many times the best lawyers of the land cannot draw up a 
will that can withstand the onslaughts of friends and relatives. Let the 
believer move by the principle God has set forth in His Word. We are to live 
in the now: give while we live – as Charley and Jennie did. Instead of having 
folk get involved in bitter strife after we have gone, and even swear we were 
insane or that undue influence was brought to bear upon us, let us experience 
the joy of administering our affairs while we are here to see to them. Don’t 
wait until our closing years, or some grasping relative will surely commit us 
and obtain legal rights over our property. Be sure of this – that believer who 
has learned to walk in spiritual sensitivity, has learned the joy of living in the 
now. 
 
3. In single-hearted giving our motive is only to please Him. We shall 
carefully guard against those hidden motives which lurk behind the surface 
motive. With Charlie and Jennie we are sure there was no desire to shame 
others, though they surely did; there was no intention of gaining the 
admiration of others; there was no hope to impress others with their superior 
spirituality; there was no intention of giving merely because it was an 
allowable income tax deduction. What crystal clear penetration of motive! It 
was as though everyone could look into these open simple hearts. With such 
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singleness of heart she insisted: “When we remember, Charley, that Christ 
gave His life for us, I wonder if we ought not give this little house to Him.” 
 
But there is something else in this single-hearted possessing of things as 
though they belonged to Him. Having, does not to most people, appear as an 
opportunity for giving – they look upon giving as a loss because having is, 
in itself, so dear to them. In their shortsightedness they keep and keep and 
miss the joy of allowing all that belongs to God to flow through their hands. 
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D David Morken Explains Ultimate Giving 
 
When our eldest son, Hubert, was a little fellow we were 
visiting at Balboa in southern California. One day we went out 
to look at the beautiful ships in the harbor, and Hubert seemed 
to want every one of them. 
 
He would say with boyish excitement, “Oh, Daddy, wouldn’t 
you like to have that one?” And he would point his chubby 
finger at a gleaming motor cruiser – or a sleek sailboat. As we 
approached a bigger more luxurious vessel that cost (so we 
learned) about $800,000 again Hubert said, “Daddy, wouldn’t 
you like to have that one?” 
 
“Hubert,” I replied, “let me ask you a question. Suppose a man 
were to come to Daddy and say, ‘Mr. Morken, I want to give 
you a choice between two things. You may become owner of 
all these ships in the harbor, and will add to them the Queen 
Mary, the Queen Elizabeth, and all the ships of the President 
lines. (Hubert was interested in ocean liners!) Furthermore, I 
will give you enough money to operate them all. That’s the first 
choice. Or (and I pointed to Hubert) you may have this little 
boy.’ Now which do you think Daddy would choose?” 
 
Without a moment’s hesitancy my son replied “Why, Daddy, I 
think you’d choose me.” 
 
He looked at me with his big brown eyes and said, “Because 
you love me.” 
 
I said, “Hubert, that is part of the reason.” “What’s the other 
part?” he asked. 
 
“The other part is that you love me. If you owned that beautiful 
ship, we might have a lot of fun aboard it, but we could never 
love it, because wood and brass cannot receive love; nor can it 
give love. The ship could never love us. It has no ability to love 
anything.”  
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I asked Hubert, “Do you know why you are worth more to God 
than all the stars in the heavens?” 
 
“No,” he said. 
 

J 

“Because,” I explained, “God made the stars, and the biggest 
and brightest among them can be enjoyed by us all. They can be 
studied and measured by the scientists. God knows their names, 
but they cannot receive love, nor can they love God – or anyone 
else. But you can!” 

 
 

5 
 

What Is  
Ultimate Giving? 

 
 
 
 
In this lovely father-son relationship we have a clear unveiling of the 
ultimate issue in God’s giving and in our giving. God gives to us all that 
really matters – He gives Himself. And we give to Him – ourselves. 
 
If mere things could have satisfied Solomon, his vast wealth, his kingly 
glory and fame, and his amazing wisdom should have been enough. But he 
pronounced it all vanity of vanities. And if mere things could have satisfied 
the heart of God, He had a whole universe from which to draw. But there is 
in personality one thing which makes it utterly unique. By divine intention 
and design every personality is so constituted that it requires above all else 
the free response of fellowship, the flow of pure love and the mingling of 
spirit with Spirit. There is an indescribable “deep” within every breast that 
reaches out as an enormous vacuum to be filled. This deep within man 
reaches out to fellowship with other men. But there is also a “deep” within 
God which is ever calling out for fulfillment and satisfaction. The psalmist 
must have described this: “Deep calleth unto deep as at the call of the 
fountainhead.” It is God, the Fountainhead of all things who is calling out to 
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fill our deep. It was this insight which caused Augustine to announce, “We 
are made for God and will never find rest until we rest in Him.” 
 
Down through the centuries it seems this union and communion has been the 
marked characteristic of those who experience ultimate giving. Meister 
Eckhardt said: “God can no more do without us than we can do without 
Him.” 
 
Watchman Nee (in The Normal Christian Life) describes how he went to 
visit the elderly George Cutting:  
 

When I was ushered into the presence of this old saint of ninety-three 
years, he took my hand in his and in a quiet, deliberate way he said, 
“Brother, do you know, I cannot do without Him? And do you know, 
He cannot do without me?” Though I was with him for over an hour, 
his great age and physical frailty made any sustained conversation 
impossible. But what remains in my memory of that interview was his 
frequent repetition of these two questions: Brother, do you know I 
cannot do without Him? And do you know, He cannot do without 
me?” 

 
Dear Lord: 

Forgive me for assuming, 
     There is aught in life but Thee.  
Forgive me for even breathing, 
     When my source is not in Thee. 
Forgive me for mere working, 
     When it turns my heart from Thee. 
Forgive me when my giving, 
     Is less than all – to Thee. 
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Section VI 
 

 

The Ultimate  
Preparation 
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1 
 

Training Fails When Character 
Is Not Developed 

 
 
 
 
Here at the edge of the Ozarks where we live, many young workers are sent 
by home mission boards to help the unchurched and under-privileged. 
Because this work is often hard, demanding and unrewarding many fail. 
Most often the reason for their failure is simply a lack of character 
development – not a lack of formal scholastic training. 
 
Scholastic accomplishment neither makes nor breaks a missionary. It is but 
one factor in the complex of influences which have formed the man himself. 
A man may be highly trained in medicine, in linguistics or in Bible 
knowledge, yet be an utter failure in his assigned task. Why? Because his 
training was deficient? Not at all, if you are speaking in a formal sense of 
skills acquired. It is the human factor, any mission director will tell you, that 
crumbles. Hands skilled to operate on sick bodies, tongue quick to frame 
strange sounds, mind stored with hundreds of Bible verses – all this can be 
true, but the man himself may still be untrained – lacking in character 
development. 
 
Formal training can be a most subtle stumbling block to its own usefulness. 
In our human way of thinking, formal training carries with it some sort of 
prestige that feeds personal pride, so that in the field of his specialization a 
man is afraid to make a mistake lest he appear incompetent. The application 
of hard-earned skills and knowledge to new situations where mistakes in 
action and judgment may become obvious to others demands genuine 
humility and moral courage. 
 
Often those with the highest grades in language courses, for example, when 
faced with another language where that particular skill will no longer serve, 
find that fear and pride paralyze their efforts. Such failure is not due to lack 
of ability or skill, but to the character of the individual. He has in fact failed 
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to learn from and during his training the very thing that alone can now make 
it useful in application. 
 
Essential training, then, should produce disciplined – self-disciplined, Spirit-
disciplined men – who know how to exercise wise control over their time, 
appetites, passions, tongue, thoughts; men who have learned how to operate 
on a Spirit-directed system of priorities, on their own, away from the helpful 
stimulus of Christian fellowship and meetings, or in the midst of pressure 
toward mediocrity among many Christians. We can see why so much 
training has failed; it is not mere skills and knowledge attained but the 
character produced that is basic to the resilience and flexibility necessary to 
meet situations without cracking. 
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D 
Principle: When our natural training has taken the place of spiritual 
preparation we have accepted a deceptive substitute. 1 Timothy 1:12. 
 

Recently at a conference several folk felt led to drop this 
confidential word to me: “We hope you get to talk with Brother 
________. You know he has left the ministry and is working 
part time (in a secular job). We can’t understand, after all these 
years of training in our Bible school, why he seems to be 
floundering. There are churches who would call him, but he 
insists on waiting.” 
 

J 

When the opportunity came to fellowship with this brother, I 
found (as is so often the case) that it was well-meaning friends 
who did not understand God’s working with him. The 
professional training which friends were looking at and the 
Spirit-wrought training which God was after are wholly 
different things. He was not guilty, as many are, of selling out 
for the materialistic gain which will allow ease, security, 
comfort and a standard of living to satisfy fleshly appetites. 
What others could not understand was the wonderful 
awakening God had wrought in him. He had “seen” the 
difference between… 

 
 

2 
 

Professional Training and  
Spirit-Wrought Preparation 

 
 
 
 
God had heard the cry of this young man who refused to continue in the 
religious pattern of mere professional service. It was evident that for months 
the Lord had been teaching him on the backside of the desert. There in 
God’s own private schoolroom he had been going through an emptying of 
man’s ways and an instructing in the ways of the Lord. As he shared with 
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me some of the precious lessons learned, I rejoiced in the insight which God 
had given. Truly, “The preparations of the heart in man… is from the LORD” 
(Proverbs 16:1). 
 
This is an hour of great religious shaking. Yet only those with an open heart 
before God are understanding the shaking. Many have cried, “Make me 
fruitful at any price, dear Lord,” and then they have experienced the strange 
pathway of spiritual preparation which God has designed in answer to their 
prayer. What humiliation it has meant as God has sought to wean them away 
from the applause, approval and acceptance of even the closest friends and 
relatives, that they might walk wholly before Him and unto His pleasure. 
 
I think one of the most difficult things to convey to young people and 
enthusiastic laborers is that God’s way is to ask them to lay down (even) 
their religious training. Oh what death! What frustration! After all those 
years of specialized training in a seminary or Bible college – and then to lay 
it aside! What a disgrace it appears to the present day religious mentality! 
How confusing to be employed in some (secular) way when you are 
“trained” for Christian service! 
 
Yet here is the deciding issue. There is such a difference between a Spirit-
wrought ministry and a professional ministry. I must honestly say – in my 
limited evaluation – it seems that often the greatest and most effective 
spiritual work is being done by those who are not “in the (professional) 
ministry” as such. While it is true that hundreds who have left the 
professional ministry may have missed God’s plan and purpose at this 
important juncture, yet this is also the very juncture where many have 
entered into a new sphere of fruitfulness. Having “seen” God’s way they 
could no longer “fit into the traditional pattern” of professional service. As 
they left the “professional ministry” to pass through death into resurrection, 
God could accomplish a spiritual preparation and develop a truly Spirit-
wrought ministry. 
 
History records the remarkable movement of God when men have ceased 
being mechanical and merely instrumental in their ministry. Consider David 
Brainerd and his ministry among the Indians. Dying in his youth, one of his 
last prayers was “for the influences of the divine Spirit to descend on 
ministers in a special manner.” On his deathbed he said to his brother, 
“When ministers feel the special gracious influences of the Holy Spirit in 
their hearts, it wonderfully assists them to come at the consciences of men, 
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and, as it were, to handle them; whereas without these, whatever reason or 
oratory we may employ, we do but make use of stumps instead of hands.” 
 
What was the secret of Brainerd’s ministry? We see him praying for days 
with strong crying and tears for the anointing of the Spirit to come upon him. 
And when he was heard, he could take hold of the hearts of those callous 
Indians, not with “stumps” of human reason and cold theology, but with the 
“invisible and irresistible fingers of the Spirit.” Is not this the secret to 
Brainerd’s amazing revival scenes among the Indians, when the very 
heavens seemed to drop conviction and conversion, prostrating the Indians 
all over the community? This was not the fruit of professional training, but 
rather the fruit of Spirit-wrought preparation. 
 
It would seem from the testimony of the apostle Paul that he had “put 
himself into the ministry.” We know he was brought up at the feet of 
Gamaliel – trained according to the strict letter of the Jewish religion. Much 
has been made, perhaps too much, of the fact that Paul was from Tarsus, one 
of the top three university cities of the day. When presenting his academic 
and religious credentials, Paul always referred to his Jewish training, and in 
writing to the Philippians he insists that “If any other man thinketh that he 
hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, 
of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew; as touching the 
law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to 
me, those I counted loss for Christ” (Phil. 3:4-7). Paul laid down every last 
confidence in the flesh that he might “know resurrection power and life” not 
in theory only but in actual fact he “suffered the loss of all things.” 
 
In terms of his training and past life, Paul might naturally have felt that his 
ministry would be to the Jews, that Jerusalem was where God would now 
use him. Even after the revelation of God’s will by Ananias, Paul returned to 
Jerusalem, apparently minded to stay there. When the Lord urged him to 
leave, he argued that his former anti-Christian activity there would give 
more weight to his witness. God was insistent: “Depart: for I will send thee 
far hence unto the Gentiles.” The Lord had His own plans for Paul’s life. 
Paul’s background and training were not the deciding factors, although the 
Lord made ample use of both on many occasions. 
 
In the light of this we can appreciate anew how God put Paul into that 
ministry He had chosen for him. “…I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath 
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enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry” 
(1 Tim. 1:12). Once a zealous Paul had put himself into a professional 
ministry but now the Lord was to prepare and put him into a vital ministry. 
Like Paul, many have run before they were sent, and now they languish 
under the accusation of people and the Enemy because they have “left the 
ministry which they had entered.” They had missed the divine pattern. It is 
God alone who can select, enable and prove a Paul or Barnabas in the church 
of Antioch and in the appropriate time thrust them forth into a Spirit-
wrought ministry. 
 
Perhaps we are writing to one who has a pulpit, yet no anointed ministry of 
life; one who conducts a Sunday School class, yet has no heart passion for 
the needs of others; one who is a professor in a school, yet has no liberating 
reality in his own life by which to envision the students; one who is a 
missionary yet has no expressiveness of Christ which alone can break 
through the language and cultural barrier. May I say it kindly, yet frankly: 
there are so many today who have entered a professional ministry yet God 
has never been able to accomplish a Spirit-wrought preparation in them; 
hence He has not put them into His ministry. 
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J 

A Bible school student testifies: “For years I emphasized only 
the death-side of consecration. I moved about with the smell 
and spirit of death upon me. Then in His goodness, God 
unveiled the life-side of consecration. Suddenly it became more 
than a doctrine – it became a living reality as I saw… 

 
 

3 
 

The Difference Between the Shedding 
and the Sprinkling of the Blood 

 
 
 
 
Referring to this passage in chapter 8 of the book of Leviticus, it is important 
to note what happened at that particular point in the consecration of Aaron 
and his sons to the priesthood. The ram of consecration was brought; Aaron 
and his sons laid their hands upon it; and then it was slain, its blood was 
shed. That blood was then taken and put upon them at different points of 
their beings. 
 
There we have two sides of consecration. The shedding of the blood is the 
death side, and the sprinkling of the blood is the life side. The blood poured 
out is the life poured out, delivered up, let go or taken away. Sprinkling is 
the making active and energetic of the ministry in a living power. When you 
recognize that, you understand what consecration is, and also the meaning of 
the laying on of hands, the act of identification with a life poured out, a life 
yielded up, a life let go, a life taken away unto death. In the act of sprinkling 
a new position is represented, implying that now there is no longer anything 
of the self life, but all is livingly of God, active by God, and unto God alone. 
That is consecration. 
 
Chapter 17 of the Gospel by John is known to us familiarly as the High-
Priestly prayer of the Lord Jesus. He is there, in effect, advancing to the altar 
in an act of consecration of Himself, in the behalf of His sons, whom He is 
seeking to bring to glory, that they may behold His glory, and that the glory 
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which He had might be theirs. Here is undoubtedly that which is represented 
by Aaron and his sons. The High Priest is consecrating Himself, as He says, 
that they also may be consecrated. The rest of the prayer is a wonderful 
exposition of the inner meaning of this part of Leviticus 8. In the little while 
at our disposal we shall seek to understand it more clearly. 
 
The whole man has come into the realm of consecration on both its sides; 
the death side, and the life side; the life poured out, and the life taken again; 
the life let go, and the life resumed, but on another basis; the whole man is 
involved, as represented by his ear, his hand, his foot. That has a simple and 
direct message to our hearts. 
 
 
The Government of the Ear 
 
We begin with the ear: “...upon the tip of Aaron’s right ear.” That means that 
the Lord is to have supreme control of the ear, that we must come on to the 
ground where the ear is dead to every other controlling voice, every other 
governing suggestion, and is alive unto God, and unto God alone. It is quite 
clear that, in some way, the governing faculty of every life is the ear; not 
necessarily the outward organ, but that by which we listen to suggestions, 
that, as we say, to which we “give ear.” The suggestions may arise from our 
own temperament and make-up; the constraining things in our life may be 
our natural inclination; the pull and the draw of our constitution; deep-seated 
ambitions, inclinations, interests, which are not cultivated nor acquired, but 
which are simply in us because we are made that way. To listen to these is to 
have our lives governed by our own interests. Or it may be other things, such 
as the suggestions, the desires, the ambitions of others for us; the call of the 
world; the call of human affections; consideration for the likes of others. Oh, 
how many things may come to us like the activity of a voice, to which, if we 
listen, we shall become slaves and servants, and the ear, and the life with it, 
become so governed. 
 
This illustrative truth in Leviticus 8 says, definitely and emphatically, to you 
and to me, that that shedding, that slaying, was the slaying of our ear and our 
hearing in respect of all such voices, and that sprinkling meant that we now 
have an ear only for the Lord, and He is to have the controlling voice in our 
life. The right ear, as the right hand, is the place of honor and power so far as 
the hearing and the speaking are concerned. Then you and I, if we say that 
we are consecrated men and women, mean that we have brought the death of 
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Christ to bear upon all the government and domination of voices which arise 
from any quarter save from the Lord Himself. We are not to consult the 
voice of our own interests, our own ambitions, our own inclinations, or the 
voice of anyone else’s desires for us. We must have an ear only for the Lord. 
That is consecration. 
 
It is a solemn and direct word for everyone, and perhaps especially for the 
younger men and women, whose lives are more open now to be governed by 
other considerations, because life lies before them. It may happily be that the 
sense of responsibility about life is uppermost; the feeling is that it might be 
disastrous to make a mistake, and along with it there is a strong ambition to 
succeed and not to have a wasted life. Herein is your law for life, and 
although the course of things may be strange, and the Lord’s ways ofttimes 
perplexing, and you may be called upon in a very deep way to give ear to the 
exhortation addressed to us in the book of Proverbs, “trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding,” nevertheless, in 
the outworking, you will find that God’s success has been achieved, and, 
after all, what matters more than that, or as much as that? The course may be 
very different from what you expected, or thought, or judged would be the 
reasonable way for your life, but that does not matter so long as God has 
been successful in your life, so long as your life has been a success from 
God’s standpoint. This is the secret, an ear alive only unto Him, and dead to 
everything that comes from any quarter other than the Lord Himself. 
 
Chapter 17 of John’s Gospel is an exposition of that. “They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.” If we were of the world, we should 
take the judgments of the world for our lives; what the world would suggest 
to be the course of greatest success, prosperity, advantage. The spirit of the 
world does sometimes get into our own hearts and suggests to us that it 
would be fatal for us to take this course or that. To give heed to that voice is 
to become conformed to this age. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service”: and from the outset the point of 
supreme government is the ear. The ear must be put under the blood, to be 
God’s vehicle of government. It means that we must have a spiritual ear. As 
children of God we have, by reason of our new birth, a spiritual faculty of 
hearing, and we must take heed to develop it as the Lord would have us do. 
 
It means that the ear must be a listening ear. Many people hear, and yet do 
not hear; they have ears and they hear, but yet they hear not, because they do 
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not listen. The Lord says many things to us, and we do not hear what He is 
saying, although we know He is saying something. There must be a quiet 
place for the Lord in our lives. The enemy will fill our lives with the voices 
of other claims, and duties, and pressures, to make it impossible for us to 
have the harvest of the quiet ear for the Lord. That ear must be an ear that is 
growing in capacity. The child has an ear, and it hears, but it does not always 
understand what it hears. A babe hears sounds, and you notice the signs of 
the babe having heard a sound, but that babe does not understand the sound 
that it hears. As it grows, it begins to know the meaning of those sounds. In 
the same way there must be a spiritual ear, a consecrated ear, marked by the 
same features of growth and progress. Then, further, this ear must be an 
obedient ear, so that hearing we obey. Thus God governs the life from the 
outset. 
 
 
The Work of Our Hands 
 
Then we come to the thumb: “…and upon the thumb of his right hand…” 
The order is quite right, the ear first and the hand next. The Lord must have 
the place of honour and strength in the activities of our life, in the work of 
our life. Now this all sounds very elementary, but we must listen for the 
Lord’s voice in it. The point is, that in whatever we are doing, or about to 
do, in all our service, there must be death to self; no self-serving, no world-
serving, no serving for our own gratification, pleasure, advantage, honour, 
glory, position, exaltation, reputation. In the death of our Offering we died to 
all that, and now our hand in whatever it does – and it may have to work in 
this world’s business, to do a multitude of uninteresting things of a very 
ordinary character – whatever activity of life it has to engage in, on the one 
side, our hand is to be dead to self, and, on the other side, to work with the 
Lord’s interests in view. “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might…” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). You will remember how much the apostle 
warned about service being done to men, as by men pleasers, and not as unto 
the Lord. He was speaking largely to the slave of those days. When the slave 
system obtained – and the slaves had to do many, many things that must 
have gone much against the grain – he said to them: Fulfill your service, not 
as unto those men who are your masters, but as unto the Lord. We must 
question ourselves as to why we are in any given place, or what it is that 
moves us to desire any particular place or work. What is the governing 
motive of our ambition for service? Before God we must be able to say that 
any personal or worldly consideration is dead, and that our service now is 

 145



not only not a reluctant, nor resigned giving of ourselves to what we have to 
do, but a ready applying of ourselves to even difficult, hard, unpleasant and 
uninteresting things for the Lord’s pleasure. 
 
Do write this word in your heart, that the Lord will not, indeed cannot, exalt 
you and give you something else, something more fruitful, more profitable, 
more glorious for Himself, until in that least, that mean, that despised, that 
irksome, maybe even revolting place and work, you have rendered your 
service utterly as unto Him, even if it has meant a continual self-crucifixion. 
That is the way of promotion. This is the way in which we come into a 
position where the Lord gets more out of our lives than we imagine He is 
getting. There is a priestly ministry in doing that difficult and unpleasant 
thing as unto the Lord, but we do not see that we are priests at the time. The 
idea of being girded with a linen ephod, at the time when you are scrubbing 
floors and washing dishes, and other like things, is altogether remote from 
your imagination. Yet there is a testimony being borne which is effective, of 
which, maybe, you have no consciousness. It may come to light one day. 
Someone may say: I proved that Jesus Christ is a reality, simply by seeing 
the way in which you did what I knew you naturally hated doing; it was 
wholly distasteful to you, you had no heart for it, but you did it in such a 
way that it convinced me that Christ is a living reality. That is no 
imagination and sentiment, it is true to life. The Lord has His eye upon us. 
 
 
The Directed Walk 
 
Next we consider the toe. “...and upon the great toe of his right foot.” That 
means that the Lord is to have the direction of our lives, that all our 
outgoings and our stayings are to be controlled alone by the Lord’s interests. 
We are not always being bidden to go. Sometimes the going is a relief, it is 
staying which is so difficult. We are so eager to go, and yet often the Lord 
has a difficulty to get us to go in His way. However the case may be, it is a 
simple point, it is a direct word. Our going has been rendered dead to all but 
the Lord, and our staying also. Our life has been poured out, has been let go, 
has been taken away, that is, the life which is for ourselves, of ourselves. 
Life has been taken up on another level. 
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The Supreme Example 
 
Apply that to the great High Priest. Had He ever an ear for Himself or for the 
world? Had He not an ear for the Father alone? Trace His life through again. 
Satan came to Him in the wilderness, and began to speak. We do not know 
how this took place. We know that the Lord must have spoken of the matter 
secretly and confidentially to some, for no one had been with Him. He had 
been alone. We do not know whether Satan appeared in physical form, and 
spoke with an audible voice, but the probability is that it was not so, and that 
he wrought rather by inward suggestion, the strong bearing down upon the 
Lord Jesus of certain other considerations, every one of which was in His 
Own interest. There is no doubt whatever that Satan spoke to Him in some 
way, and He heard what Satan said, but His ear was crucified, and the power 
of that voice was paralyzed by His consecration to the Father. In effect He 
triumphed on this ground: I have no ear for you, My ear is for the Father 
alone! 
 
Satan came in other forms, not always openly, but under cover. Thus a 
beloved disciple would sometimes serve him for a tool: “Be it far from thee, 
Lord: this shall never be unto thee” (Matt. 16:22). The Lord turned and said, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan”; He recognized that as the voice of self-
consideration, self-preservation; He was dead to that; this way of the Cross 
was the Father’s way for Him; He had an ear for Him only. And so it was, 
all the way through. 
 
Was it true of His service? Did He for a moment seek His Own ends by His 
works, His Own glory by what He did? No! Even in tiredness and weariness 
and exhaustion, if there were interests of the Father to be served, He was 
alive to those interests, never consulting His Own glory, or His Own 
feelings; and I have no doubt that His feelings were sometimes those of 
acute suffering. We read of Him as “being wearied.” We know what that is, 
and how in weariness we would not only sit on the well, but remain sitting 
on the well, even though some demand were being made upon us. If we are 
the Lord’s, we must be governed by the Lord’s interests, and brush aside all 
the rising suggestions of looking after ourselves. So it was with Him in all 
His goings. He submitted His goings or His staying to the Father. His 
brethren would argue that He should go up to the feast, but He does not yield 
to their persuasions and arguments. His one criterion is, What does the 
Father say about this? His mother entreats Him at the marriage in Cana, and 
says they have no wine. His unlooked for reply is, “What have I to do with 
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thee?” In other words, What does the Father say about this? So His whole 
life was, on the one hand, dead to self, to the world, and, on the other hand, 
alive only to God. And what a fruitful life, what a God-satisfying life! 
 
There is a oneness with Christ in consecration. “For their sakes I consecrate 
myself, that they themselves also may be consecrated in truth.” “I beseech 
you therefore... present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your spiritual worship.…” That is our priesthood. 
 
Will you listen to that word? Will you take that word to the Lord in prayer? 
Will you get down before Him with it? Perhaps it is a word to bring about an 
end to a struggle, a fight, a conflict; an end to restlessness, chafing, lack of 
peace, lack of joy. You may have been fretted, you may have been thinking 
of your life as being wasted, and you are all in a ferment. Are you reaching 
out for something? Are you being governed by your own conception of 
things, by what other people think of you, by what the world would do, or 
what others would do, if they were in your place? These are not the voices 
for you to heed. What does the Lord say? Wait upon that; rest in that. You 
may not understand, but be sure a life on this basis is going to be God’s 
success. Do you want God’s success? God may do something through you 
for which you are temperamentally, constitutionally, altogether unfit, and for 
your part you have thought that, because you are made in a certain way, that 
must govern your direction in life. Not at all! Come, then, let us get down 
before Him on this matter, to deal with consecration, if needs be, all anew. 
(T.A.S.) 
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4 
 

The Divine Discipline  
That Prepared Elijah! 

 
 
 
 
[Article by T. A. Sparks from booklet: The Ministry of the Spirit. Principles 
(indented) are inserted by the editor.] 
 
In reading First Kings 17 we see that God is reacting to the low state of His 
own people, Israel. There is a rising up in divine discontent to lay His 
hand upon an instrument for recovery. 
 
So Elijah stands before us to represent such an instrument, and, in God’s 
dealings with him, we see the ways and the principles by which a servant of 
the Lord is made an effectual servant, in relation to the purpose of God. 
 

Principle One: God is sovereign in His selection. How often you 
have heard someone remark: “Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Mr. ___ 
would yield his life to God! What talents he could use for the Lord! 
What training God could use! He could touch so many in his sphere 
whom others cannot reach!” Yes, how sensible this sounds. Yet it is 
wholly natural reasoning to assume that God chooses to use us 
because of our natural influence, our abilities, our prestige or our 
personality. 

 
The first thing related to any such instrument is the sovereignty of God. 
There is never any adequate, natural explanation for the choice and 
appointment by God of His servants. There may be things in the chosen 
instrument which will be turned to account, when they are wholly sanctified 
and brought under the government of God’s Spirit, but when all has been 
said, we have to recognize that God’s choice of His instruments is always a 
sovereign choice, and not because there is anything naturally in the 
instrument to warrant His choosing that instrument and selecting it from 
others. He acts sovereignly in choosing and appointing for His purpose. But, 
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although that may be true, and although God may go beyond choosing and 
may endue that instrument with spiritual power, yet the instrument must be 
controlled and disciplined continually by the hand of God. Otherwise that 
servant of the Lord, or that instrument, will be found following in the 
direction of his own soul, following his own judgments, being influenced by 
his own feelings. The intent and motive may be very good, it may be very 
godly, but that does not dispense with the necessity of that instrument being 
continuously under the hand of God, for government and for discipline. 
 

Principle Two: God’s way is continuous discipline and direction. 
Enduement for service may come as an initial crisis, yet God intends 
for His servant to enjoy a step by step dependence upon Him. 

 
That is what comes very clearly before us at the outset in the case of Elijah. 
There is no doubt about God’s sovereign choice, and there is no question as 
to God having endued Elijah with divine power. Nevertheless, we see him at 
every step under the hand of God, and those steps are all steps which are a 
disciplining of the man himself. God is dealing with His servant all the time, 
and bringing him, all the way along, under His hand, so that he never 
becomes something in himself, but has everything in the Lord, and only in 
the Lord. We make a great mistake if we think that it is enough to have the 
divine thought as to divine purpose, that is, to have the knowledge of what 
God desires to do. That knowledge of the thought of God is not sufficient. 
There has to be a dealing with us in relation to that divine thought, and that 
dealing with us is usually in a way which is altogether beyond our 
understanding. 
 

Principle Three: Often the most severe discipline is to cheerfully 
follow God’s leading – especially when we cannot understand the 
exact purpose in His dealings. As they pressed through the crowd, the 
little daughter tightened her grip on her daddy’s hand and smiled: 
“Daddy, I’m sure glad you can see where we’re going; down here I 
can only feel the pressing of these people.” 

 
If God were dealing with us as sinners, that is, if He were dealing with us 
because of certain personal sins and personal faults, we could quite clearly 
understand that; but when He is dealing with us in relation to divine purpose, 
as His servants, His dealings with us go far beyond our understanding. We 
are taken out into a realm where we do not understand what the Lord is 
doing with us, and why the Lord takes certain courses with us. We are out of 
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our depth, we are altogether baffled, and we are compelled – that is, if we 
are going on with God – to believe that God knows what He is doing: we 
have just to move with Him according to whatever light we may have, and 
believe that these dealings with us, so far beyond our understanding, are 
somehow related to that purpose with which we are called, and that the 
explanation waits some distance ahead, and we will find it when we get 
there. God does not explain Himself when He takes a step with us. God 
never comes to a servant of His and says, “Now I am going to take you 
through a certain experience which will be of this particular character, and 
the reason for this is so-and-so.” Without any intimation from the Lord we 
find ourselves in a difficult situation, which altogether confounds us, puts us 
beyond the power of explaining that experience, and God takes us through 
without any explanation whatever until we are free, until the purpose for 
which that experience was given is reached, and then we have the 
explanation. 
 
The point is, that even an instrument, sovereignly taken up by God in 
relation to His purpose, while knowing His main thought as to His purpose, 
still needs to be kept every moment, at every step, under God’s hand, to be 
disciplined in relation to that thought. 
 
Elijah, great man as he was, outstanding in the history of God’s movements, 
was brought to that very point where, although He knew that God had laid 
hold of him, and although he knew what God’s intention was, he could not, 
by his own initiative and by his own energy, freely go on to fulfill his 
mission. He could not move more than one step at a time, and even so that 
step had to be definitely governed by God. He could only take that step 
under the divine direction. You see it here in this chapter to begin with. He 
had to take just one step, and then the next, and that by divine direction, 
nothing beyond that. The Lord does not turn even His greatest servants loose 
with an idea. He does not liberate His most mightily used instruments to take 
a free course, even though they may know what God is after. 
 

Principle Four: There are those times in a nation, in a church or in an 
individual life when things are in a deadlock. To deal merely with the 
outward, earthly, visible or human is to touch the surface. The only 
answer is for a ministry of divine authority to get at the real hidden 
issues. 
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Some of the reasons for that are clear. Elijah’s ministry was one of divine 
authority. There were powers at work which were more than human powers. 
The case with Israel was not simply one of spiritual declension. It was not 
merely that the people had lost a measure of spiritual life and were on a 
lower level than they should be, so that they had to have a deepening of the 
spiritual life. That was not the position at all. Baal had a mighty footing in 
Israel, and the evil powers, the forces of darkness, were back of this state of 
things. The situation demanded more than merely spiritual help to Israel. 
Something more than a ministry of exhortation and of spiritual food, 
something more than a convention for the deepening of spiritual life was 
called for. A ministry of divine authority was needed, to deal with a spiritual 
situation back of the condition in which the people were found. There were 
mightier forces at work than merely human faults and failings. The mighty 
power of Satan was there represented by Israel’s state. Elijah, therefore, 
must needs fulfill a ministry of divine authority, and the very first public 
utterance indicates that that is what his ministry was: 
 

…As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. (1 Kings 
17:1) 

 
There is a position, and there is an authority by reason of that position. 
James says that by Elijah’s prayer the heavens were closed. That is going 
beyond the merely earthly, human situation. And again, by his prayer the 
heavens were opened. That is authority in heaven. 
 

Principle Five: God, it seems, has never launched His servant into a 
public ministry without first a secret preparation. Let no one who 
longs to be effectual in service, imagine that he can escape having a 
unique history with God. 

 
Now that ministry of authority was born in secret preparation before it came 
out in public expression. The apostle James tells us quite definitely that 
“Elijah was a man of like passions with us, and he prayed fervently (you 
have no mention of that in the historic record in the book of Kings) that it 
might not rain; and it rained not on the earth for three years and six months. 
And he prayed again; and the heaven gave rain.…” 
 
There is a secret history with God. He came into his public ministry with 
abrupt announcement. He simply stood there upon the platform of the 
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universe, as it were, and made his declaration. But that is not all. There is a 
secret history with God behind that. All such ministry of divine authority has 
its beginning hidden from the public eye, has its roots in a secret history with 
God. That kind of ministry, born out from that secret history with God, 
needs very special government by God to preserve its safety, to safeguard it 
from all those forces which can destroy it, and that is why Elijah, having 
such a ministry, needed to be governed in every step by God. There must be 
no generalization of movement in his case, there must be specific movement, 
God dictating every step. So God preserves that authority as He produces it, 
that is, by a hidden life. Such a life and such a ministry must not be exposed, 
otherwise it will be destroyed. 
 

Principle Six: Because God knows human weakness and the snares of 
the self-life, He must train His servant in the life of separation, 
detachment and cutting off. 

 
So the Lord said to Elijah, “Get thee hence....” Hence? Where from? From 
this exposure, this publicity, this open place with all its dangers. “Get thee 
hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is 
before Jordan.” Hide thyself. Geography may have little to do with it. What 
is here spiritually is “hide thyself.” Cherith means separation or cutting off, 
and that is linked with Jordan. Cherith is a tributary of the Jordan. We know 
what Jordan stands for, the death of the self-life. In the major sense, the 
Lord’s servants have been to Jordan; that is, the self-life has been set aside; 
but they have to keep near Jordan, and Jordan has to govern them at every 
step. The most paralyzing thing to a ministry of divine authority is “thyself.” 
It is, in other words, the strength of our own souls. Elijah was a strong-
minded man, a strong-willed man, a man capable of very strong and drastic 
actions, of pouring out a great deal of his own self-life with great heat, and 
the self-life of a servant of God is a great peril to the spirit. Paul makes it 
perfectly clear that, at an advanced point in his ministry and in his spiritual 
life, when God had entrusted him with visions and revelations unspeakable, 
which it was not lawful for a man to utter, the main and most immediate 
peril and menace to the ministry of that revelation was himself. “Lest I 
should be exalted above measure....” Then the self-life had not been 
eradicated from Paul! Paul was not clear of the peril of doing great damage 
to purely spiritual ministry, and God had to take a special precaution against 
the self-life of his own servant, not the sinful life in its old sense, but the 
self-life. “Lest I should be exalted....” I… exalted! What is that? That is the 
exaltation of the ego, the self. What dangers are in that “I” and how truly it 
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stands in peril of getting into an exalted place, a place of power, a place of 
influence, a place of authority. It is in this sense that the Lord has to say, 
“Hide thyself”; “get to the place of cutting off, of separation.” 
 
This was so different from what you might expect. You see, here is a man, 
having had this deep, secret preparation with God in much prayer, who finds 
himself brought out in divine authority to make a great announcement which 
represents a crisis in the purpose of God. You would expect that, from that 
point, he would go straight on from strength to strength, from place to place, 
would at once become a recognized authority, a recognized servant of God, 
and be very much before the public eye. But God would guard against any 
servant of His taking up a divine purpose and a divine commission in 
himself, taking it up in his own energy. That will destroy it, and there must 
be a hiding, a very real hiding. If a geographical hiding is God’s way of 
getting a spiritual hiding, well, be it so. If God chooses to send us out of the 
realm of public life and ministry into some remote and hidden place, in order 
to take us away from the imminent peril of our becoming something, of our 
being taken up to be made something of, our going on in the strength of our 
own self-life, that is all well and good; but whether it be geographical or not, 
the word of the Lord to all His servants would always be, “Hide thyself!” 
 

Principle Seven: In learning the life of complete mobility and 
adjustableness one discovers that, what seemed as a permanent course 
is often but another transitional phase. It is, indeed, a most glorious 
hour when we recognize that, in a certain sense, we are always in a 
new transition – it becomes an expected pathway. 

 
Then you see, connected with that, as a part of it, the servant of the Lord 
must be found always in the place where he is pliable, where the Lord can 
get a ready and immediate response. The servant has no program, therefore 
there is nothing to upset. He has no set course, therefore the Lord has 
nothing to break. He is moving with God, or staying with God, just as the 
Lord directs. He must be mobile in the hands of the Lord, that is, capable of 
being moved at any time; in any way, without feeling that everything is 
being broken up and torn to pieces. 
 
“Get thee hence... and hide thyself by the brook Cherith... and it came to 
pass... that the brook dried up.” The Lord did not say that it would not dry 
up, and the fact that the Lord told Elijah to go to the brook Cherith did not 
mean that the Lord was going to preserve the brook forever. It was a step, 
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and the Lord said, in effect: “That is the next step. I do not promise you that 
you will stay there always. I am not saying that that is your last abiding 
place, and that you can settle down there for ever. That is your next step: go 
there and be ready for anything else that I want.” 
 
This is a spiritual condition, of course. No one is going to take this literally. 
If we were to begin to apply this literally, as to our business here on earth, 
we might get into confusion; but we have to be ready in spirit for the Lord to 
do anything that He likes, and never to feel that there is any contradiction 
when the Lord, having directed us in one way, now directs us in another. It 
is a matter of being in the hands of the Lord, without a mind of our own 
made up, though the way be hidden from our own reasoning, from our own 
will, from our own feelings, hidden from all our self-life, so that the Lord 
has a clear way with us. 
 

Principle Eight: God must uncover any hidden dependence upon 
other sources – even those He has seemed to provide. A friend, who is 
a faith-missionary, rather inadvertently remarked: “We’ve discovered 
our finances are supplied in almost direct proportion to the number of 
letters we mail to our supporters.” Then he reflected a moment and his 
face turned red. With no little embarrassment he continued, “I know 
that sounds like we are dependent upon our friends instead of the Lord 
– but!” Indeed it was the beginning of a new uncovering of a hidden 
dependency, he admitted in months that followed. 

 
The brook dried up! Well, are you dependent on the brook? If so, you are in 
a state of utter confusion when the brook dries up. Are you dependent upon 
the Lord? Very well, let all the brooks dry up and it is quite all right. 
Dependence on the Lord is a governing and an abiding law of true spiritual 
power. Elijah has been spoken of and written of as the prophet of power. If 
that is true in any special way, he was very certainly the prophet of 
dependence. 
 
That relationship to the Lord made it possible for the Lord to do other things, 
and to lead him on into new realms of revelation and experience. Oh, what a 
thing adjustableness is! If we are not adjustable, how we prevent the Lord 
from bringing us into His full revelation and purpose. 
 
Those disciples of John the Baptist were adjustable, and because of that they 
came to know the Lord Jesus. You will remember those disciples of John 
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who followed Jesus, and said, “Master, where dwellest thou?” He said, 
“Come and see.” Now had they been fixed and settled, saying, “We are 
John’s disciples and we must stand by him; we must stay with John, and 
move with him; let Jesus have His Own disciples, but we stand by John,” 
they would have lost a great deal. But they were open and adjustable, and 
moved beyond John. 
 
Those other disciples whom Paul found at Ephesus many years afterward, to 
whom he said, “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” were 
adjustable. When they heard what Paul said, they were baptized in the Name 
of the Lord Jesus and then received the Holy Spirit. They were ready to go 
on from John to Christ, and so they came into the greater fullness (Acts 19). 
 
Unless we are adjustable we shall miss a great deal. Elijah was adjustable, 
and so God could lead him on. The Lord allowed the brook to dry up 
because He had something more for His servant to learn, and something 
more to do through him, and so He said, “Arise, get thee to Zarephath…I 
have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.” He went to 
Zarephath, and was made a blessing by his obedience. 
 

Principle Nine: The lesson we are helping others learn on their level, 
will also become a lesson we must learn on our level. We must be 
careful to remember that coming to a “no water” experience does not 
mean we are out of the will of God. It is quite probably the evidence 
that we are in the direct will of His developing stature within us. 

 
Then he was brought by his new movement of obedience and faith into a 
new exercise, a new perplexity, a new trial; for the woman’s son died. The 
woman was a widow with one son. The death of the son meant for her the 
loss of everything. It happened while Elijah was there, being looked after by 
this woman, and he was there in his obedience to the Lord. He had done this 
in obedience to the Lord, and now, in the line of obedience to, and of faith 
in, the Lord; the Lord allowed this catastrophe to come into the very home to 
which he had been sent. It clearly raised a big question in Elijah’s heart. 
“God sent me here, I know that! God raised me up and commissioned me, 
and in the course of the fulfilling of my commission He brought me into this 
situation!” 
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D A Veteran Has Warned: 
“Perhaps a large part of our trouble is that we tend to think of 
training as something of itself, a period of time, certain courses 
taken, a degree earned, abilities and qualifications that can be 
listed and enumerated on paper, so many credit hours, rather 
than as something that happened to us.  
 
“The emphasis should rather be on the man trained and his 
growth in maturity and in the capacity to apply what he has 
learned to new situations. Of itself training is nothing. It is the 
trained man that God uses. And God’s own training may 
include both formal and informal education. 
 

J 

“Nor is the most fundamental training ever gained by proxy, 
reading about what God did in someone else. It is found in 
personally being put through the crucible of experience, 
fashioned and molded by His hand. The training that has value 
is that which enters into our make-up, fashions our attitudes, 
matures our thinking. We tend to include as part of our training 
much exposure to knowledge which effects no essential and 
lasting change in us.” (G. M. Cowan) 

 
 

5 
 

God Does Not Want Your Training, 
He Wants You! 

 
 
 
 
In the past fifteen years I have met scores of young people who have given 
their training to the Lord, yet reserved themselves for themselves! It is one 
of the most subtle snares in our training today. Musicians want to give their 
developed abilities to God. Mechanics, doctors, teachers, nurses, linguists, 
pilots and even preachers – all want to dedicate their training unto Him for 
His service. It just seems right and proper, so we have become accustomed 
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to this procedure. Bible colleges and seminaries turn out graduates by the 
hundreds who are professionally trained for service. Yet amid all this, we 
have an inner hesitancy and a gnawing conviction: something is wrong. 
 
There can be no doubt but that God is concerned with training. The question 
is this: what kind of training? We must discover the difference between 
natural and spiritual preparation. 
 
We read that Moses “was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” Philo 
credited Moses with proficiency in arithmetic, geometry, poetry, music, 
philosophy, astrology and various branches of education. Officially 
recognized as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, with the best education of his day, Moses had every right to 
dream his dreams of a great career in Egypt, in the field of his training. He 
could serve both his people and his God. 
 
We know then what a momentous choice it was for Moses, when he “was 
come to years,” to renounce his favored position as son of the Palace, with 
all the social pleasures, the political privileges of his set, and “the treasures 
in Egypt.” If we could have our way with him, we would rush him into a 
new sphere of service for God. Or better still, we would rush him off to 
Bible school for some specialized training in Christian work. 
 
But here is the snare! There is many a “Moses” who has just come from 
Bible school and is wholly trained in the religious methods of our day. He 
has passed the courses on how to do it. How to promote a successful Sunday 
School. How to develop an adequate music program. 
 
And having learned in homiletics how to preach, or in speech class how to 
hold the audience spell-bound, he is now ready to enter the ministry. But I 
wonder if this is not the very juncture where Moses stood? God would 
remind us that whatever our professional or formal training may be – He has 
a special course in spiritual preparation. Is Moses willing to enroll in the 
divine school of hard and humbling work, in solitude, adversity, danger, 
defeat, misunderstanding, slander and humiliation? It is not surprising that 
the man who emerged from the wilderness schoolroom was a man of great 
meekness, faith and faithfulness, spiritual boldness and intimacy with God. 
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Moses must have known he was called as Israel’s deliverer. Did he ever 
wonder about wasting his training as he minded Jethro’s sheep in Midian? 
George M. Cowan has suggested: 
 
“It was Moses the man, the product of all his training, that God used. Formal 
training seems to fade into the background as a matter of prime importance. 
Before God could use him, He had to break him – position, prestige, power, 
training: all had to go on the altar with life itself. Then God used him, 
including his training, in ways His own wisdom deemed best. Who else 
could have challenged the wise men of Egypt, explained and applied the 
God-given moral, social and practical laws to a people raised in Egypt, as 
did Moses? God used his training, but there is absolutely no hint that this 
was any part of God’s argument in guiding Moses into a knowledge of, and 
willingness to do, His will. Moses had already turned his back on all before 
God used him and it.” 
 
This is God’s way. He asks us to yield our training to Him, not to be used – 
but to go into death. Then out of that awful losing our natural abilities and 
(even) religious training, He brings us into life. Thus He puts all our training 
into a totally new perspective. 
 
May the Spirit of revelation help us to see that God only wants us. Our 
training – religious and even spiritual – He takes into death that out of 
resurrection He might bring forth a totally new kind of Spirit-wrought 
development and thus a spiritual ministry and service unto God.
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Section VII 
 

 

The Ultimate  
Philosophy 
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1 
 

Which One 
Are You? 

 
 
 
 
Everyone is born with a built-in mechanism which makes him a natural 
philosopher. Even from his earliest years man begins to seek to interpret the 
meaning and purpose, the relatedness and wholeness of life and this universe. The 
little boy who is forever bothering his mother with “why – why” is only expressing 
that first philosophical urge deep within which in manhood will cause him to 
search out the meaning and purpose of life. No matter how ruined man and his 
world may seem to be, and no matter how terrible man’s despair may become, as 
long as he continues to be a man this built-in mechanism continues to tell him that 
life has a meaning. That, indeed, is one reason why man tends to rebel against 
himself. If he could without effort see what the meaning of life is, and if he could 
fulfill his ultimate purpose without trouble, he would never question the fact that 
life is well worth living. Or if he saw at once that life had no purpose and no 
meaning, the question would never arise. So we say that the vast majority of 
mankind are unwittingly philosophers. They have neither formally studied as 
philosophers, nor have they considered themselves to be such, yet they have been 
forced to develop a natural philosophy or way of life. If this is as far as you have 
progressed, you are man number one. 
 
Then there are those who have followed this inner urge to discover meaning and 
wholeness in life. They have developed or are seeking to organize a formal system 
of thought to satisfy this inner quest. This small portion of mankind, often called 
the intellectuals, are usually the only ones who are labeled philosophers. One day 
Paul encountered this kind of philosophers on Mars Hill. These Athenians “spent 
their time in nothing else, but either to tell or to hear some new thing.” When Paul 
confronted them with God as a living Person whom they could know, instead of an 
unknown god, immediately they showed their true color. They were simply in 
love with wisdom and knowledge itself. The words philo (meaning lover) and 
sophy (meaning wisdom) pretty well describe the subtle snare of philosophy. Like 
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all pseudo philosophers, the Athenians were rejecting the Person who alone could 
make all wisdom and knowledge complete. 
 
One thing is quite evident: in spite of centuries of searching and formulating 
philosophies to explain life and its meaning, life is still an enigma to the natural 
and pseudo philosopher. If you are one who is still looking for the true meaning – 
hoping to grasp by your own searching, then you are man number two. 
 
Who is this third man? The apostle Paul recognized this deep inner longing in 
man for answers, but he also knew that in a million years man could never by 
himself fit all the parts into a meaningful whole or understand the true purpose and 
goal of life and this universe. He insisted: what can never be grasped must be 
given by divine revelation. This revelation has already been given to us in the 
Person, Jesus Christ. Thus Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “Therefore none can 
boast in the presence of God. But from Him you exist in Christ Jesus, Who 
brought a philosophy from God to us…” (1 Cor. 1:30, Fenton trans.). 
 
In Paul we have the clearest example of one who refused to meet the Athenians or 
Corinthians on a philosophical basis. What a stumbling block to their pride and 
love of wisdom that he refused to stoop to using enticing words of man’s wisdom 
but simply preached and emphasized Jesus Christ and Him crucified. As we shall 
see in the following pages, there are very few who have ever become this third 
man – one who so lives in Christ that He has become the very source, the center 
and circumference of life. The whole of Christendom would assume it has this 
divine philosophy in Christ. We shall see how this is not true. 
 
 
A College Student Testifies: 
 

It took quite a shock to awaken me! For months it seemed everywhere I 
turned – even in many ‘Christian’ homes – I was finding books and records 
on how to be successful, or how to achieve your goals, how to use the basic 
laws of the universe, or how to become rich. 

 
As I read and listened, these explosive new ideas seemed so helpful and 
inspiring. Like other people, I thought I could fit and adjust them into my 
Christian life and be a more effective Christian. The more I read and 
listened, the more I was captivated by the psychology and philosophy 
presented by men who seem to have mastered these laws. And I am sure 
there were many things which helped me in my personality and outlook. 
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Then God answered my longing heart and showed me what was wrong! 
These ways for achieving goals, success, fame, prosperity, riches – were all 
good. They were even built upon Scripture and the principles in the Bible! 
But here was the snare: I was beginning to accept “another way.” In 
developing these inner human powers I was using a “way which seemeth 
right,” but I was missing Him who is to be the way for me. 

 
What a glorious dawning has come! I have finally realized what is involved 
in the two trees in the Garden. In eating of the tree of life Adam was to 
become utterly dependent upon God for everything. Now when we receive 
Christ, He is to become our very Life, our Truth, our way – our everything. 

 
Alas, there are too many who have accepted Him, yet they have not realized 
what it means for Him to be their very life. They are still living by (that is) 
eating of the tree of knowledge. Thus in being independent of God, they 
actually are dependent upon knowledge – and it becomes their way of 
achieving. 

 
I thought I was a spiritual Christian fulfilling God’s will, but I really only 
wanted God to unveil His will so I could go out and do it for Him. That was 
just my trouble, I was even using the Bible as a book of ways for 
accomplishing God’s work. I thought I was dependent upon Him, but 
actually I was always moving out in my own human energies to work for 
Him. It was for Him, but I was doing it. 

 
At last I have seen what it means for Him to live, to move, to will, to realize 
His way through me. What simplicity! What rest! What a discovery! Just to 
enjoy living in Him. Now in a whole new way the words I speak, the places 
I go, the whole of my life has its source in Him – it is all of Him. 
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2 
 

Beware! Lest You 
Be Spoiled! 

 
 
 

You Can Achieve Your Goal in Life. Order this 
dynamic tape series and discover the principles 
which have helped thousands of people become 
more successful.  

...famous author and psychologist presents 
ten proven ways you can overcome failure 
and discouragement. Your continued 
happiness depends on how well you learn 
to use these basic principles. 

In these tapes you have a sure-fire method for 
gaining prestige, wealth and fame. Listen 
to…describe the step-by-step formula that 
helped him turn $100 into a $35 million fortune.  Here in modern recorded form are the 13 proven 

steps to personal riches. These practical, 
money-making ideas, principles and methods will 
change your outlook and mold your thinking.  

Should a Christian Eat from this Tree? 
(Four advertisements from a success magazine) 

 
In this chapter we are taking a bold step, yet a most necessary one to expose the 
subtle snares of human philosophy and psychology. With gentleness, honesty and 
straightforwardness we must warn God’s children to beware lest they be deceived 
and spoiled by a system of metaphysics which is presently invading and 
captivating many minds. While the world exploits its goods in a boastful manner, 
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there are even servants of the Lord who have, we hope unwittingly, developed a 
like refined and Christianized approach for the church. 
 
Reading material on most every bookstand is slanted to exploit the desire in men to 
achieve, to be successful, to be prosperous, to influence people, to be popular and 
to have magnetic personalities. The late A. W. Tozer warned: “This mania to 
succeed is a good thing perverted. The desire to fulfill the purpose for which we 
were created is of course a gift from God, but sin has twisted this impulse about 
and turned it into a selfish lust for first place and top honors. By this lust the whole 
world of mankind is driven as by a demon, and there is no escape.” 
 
It cannot be denied that scores and hundreds have read and practiced these laws of 
personality and become a success. Even careless, defeated Christians have found 
their attitudes and habits revolutionized! By listening to these success tapes and 
reading books, they have become positive in their outlook. Through knowledge 
about their own makeup and personality they have become winsome and 
personable. Often what they thought was the offense of the Cross was discovered 
to be simply the offensiveness of their own disagreeable personality. Others have 
discovered what seemed to be the secret formula of happiness. Indeed these basic 
laws will work wonders for anyone who will use them. But... there is something 
wrong! What is it...? 
 
From the very beginning, when Adam turned to his own way, God’s great 
controversy with man has been over his insistence on being independent of God. 
God has uniquely designed man as a container to receive and express Himself. 
This means God will come into man to be his very life – occupying, willing and 
fulfilling His purpose through him. 
 
Like Adam, modern man has determined to develop his own human powers so he 
can fulfill his own way, his own goals and designs. Now too often we have 
assumed that these goals are always bad, evil or debauching. On the contrary, they 
are very often religious, philanthropic – really good. But they are objectives which 
the natural man is seeking to realize through his own efforts, his own powers. 
 
To the undiscerning individual, the knowledge gained from the tree of knowledge 
we have pictured may be good, helpful and even give a real boost to successful 
living. That is exactly what the tree of knowledge has always been: good, but it is a 
substitute, a way for us to excel on our own without God. 
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Consider how this was the real issue when Satan tempted our Lord in the 
wilderness. Though a perfect man, our Lord had a soul and body just as you and I. 
It was possible for Him to act from the soul, that is, from Himself. Satan tempted 
Him to satisfy His essential needs by turning stones to bread; to secure immediate 
respect for His ministry by appearing miraculously in the temple court; to assume 
without delay the world dominion destined for Him. Perhaps you are inclined to 
wonder why he tempted Him to do such strange things. 
 
You might feel that Satan should have tempted Jesus to sin in a more flagrant or 
outright manner. But he did not; he knew better. He only said: “If thou art the Son 
of God, command that these stones become bread.” The subtle implication was 
this: If You are the Son of God You must do something to prove it. Here is a 
challenge. Some will certainly raise a question as to whether Your claim is real or 
not. Why do You not settle the matter finally now by coming out and proving it? 
 
The whole object of Satan was to get the Lord to act for Himself, that is, from 
Himself. But the Lord Jesus absolutely repudiated such action by the stand He 
took. 
 
In the Garden, Adam acted from himself and for himself – all apart from God, and 
this was the whole tragedy of Adam. 
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D Recently during a morning Bible session the director of the YMCA 
where we were meeting, slipped into the service. Though I did not at 
that time know him, I recognized that he was immediately enthused 
and seemed to be receptive to the laws and principles I was 
explaining. I learned later that he had been presenting some of the 
very same principles to the men and boys in his Y membership. For 
almost an hour his was undoubtedly the most enthusiastic face in the 
audience. I knew he was being carried along by the “Christian 
philosophy” I was sharing. But I also felt sure he did not, then, realize 
I was setting forth the false “tree of knowledge” that I might contrast 
it with God’s provision of Christ as our “tree of life.” It was only as I 
proceeded to show how all of these laws and principles, which seemed 
so good, could become the most deceptive substitute that a noticeable 
change came in his expression. 
 
Through the years I have watched this same initial enthusiasm in 
others. Men are always eager to learn the ways for successful living, 
but they are not usually interested in the way which God has given. 
They will embrace a philosophy of life but not the Lord Jesus as the 
Person who becomes our life. Even when preachers present from the 
Bible the ideals, principles, ethics and laws for full and successful 
living – there will be an amazing acceptance as long as Jesus Christ 
and His Lordship are by-passed or ignored. He becomes the crucial 
issue! The very moment the conscience and heart are confronted with 
His rightful claim to govern the life, a strange wall of resistance 
develops. Men will rejoice in receiving more and more knowledge, 
laws, principles, and patterns for successful living, but they will 
studiously avoid the One, whom God has given, who alone can 
implement and operate these laws in real fruitfulness. It is true men 
will make some progress in using these principles on their own, but 
only for a brief period. God has so designed everything that it will 
only function as Christ becomes all and all in life. 
 
That noon as this director invited me to have lunch with him I found 
myself in a most enlightening situation. I guess I had never before 
realized that a religious man could have “another Jesus” – one who 
merely demonstrated these principles and laws in successful living. I 
also realized this man had “another Bible.” By that I mean he used the 
Bible merely as a book of knowledge wherein were hidden principles 
necessary for solving life’s problems. Perhaps our fellowship together 
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J 
helped him to see that Jesus Christ was God’s answer, but I know I 
was helped to see, as I had not seen before, that… 

 
 

3 
 

The Bible Is So Often  
Improperly Used 

 
 
 
 
When Satan slipped into the garden to turn Adam and Eve aside, he could not 
accomplish his design without the help of something that was seemingly very 
good, necessary and important. We know that God wanted Adam to live from the 
tree of life, a tree which actually represented God, Himself, as all that was 
necessary for accomplishing life’s true goal and purpose. But Satan was there 
enticing man to accept knowledge, not as God would impart it from Himself, but 
as it could be received through this “other tree” – the tree of knowledge. 
 
Let me emphasize just how good and how deceptive this offer still is today. We 
might paraphrase it in this word picture: In my mind’s eye I can almost see Satan 
holding out the Bible and saying, “Here, let me show you the underlying principles 
of life; in this Book you will uncover the hidden patterns for successful living; let 
me help you search out the deep purposes and meaning of life.” 
 
How strange this sounds to us! We can hardly imagine that Satan would suggest a 
substitute way – that of using the Bible differently than God intended. Yet he is 
actually holding out the Bible as the “tree of knowledge” for fallen man to use in 
running his own life and realizing his own pursuits. We must hasten to say, just 
here, that God has never intended for His children to use the Bible thus; rather He 
has purposed that through His Word He might reveal Himself in Jesus Christ. It is 
by revelation that the written pages are to become the Living Word and thus truly 
become the “tree of Life” by which we live spiritually. So it is God who uses the 
Bible to speak forth “bread by which we are to live.” It is true the natural man will 
use it as natural bread, but God intends that the Spirit quicken it into “living 
Bread.” 
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Without realizing it there are, perhaps, hundreds of psychologists and philosophers 
who are using the Bible wholly as a book of basic principles. Without the 
illumination of the Spirit it is mere natural bread. And we fear there are even 
pastors and Christian workers who have fallen into this same snare: they would use 
the Scriptures for presenting Christian philosophy, principles, laws. They feed the 
mind natural bread, but they have not honored the Holy Spirit nor allowed Him to 
use His Word to reveal Jesus Christ as the Spiritual Bread who alone can meet the 
need. 
 
As we have pictured in the diagram, the spiritually enlightened will not use the 
Bible but rather allow God to use His Book for revealing Jesus Christ as all that 
one needs. Basically the question is this: Does God want to give us wisdom, 
knowledge, peace, comfort or joy? No, God actually does not want us to seek for 
nor does He want to give us any of these. He designs only to give us His Son and 
in Him all things are freely shared. It is true that down through the centuries and 
even today, many wearing natural blinds have turned to the Bible as a book of 
comfort, instruction, wisdom and peace. But if they received anything spiritual, it 
was the Spirit imparting Christ to them. Anything else was merely a feeding upon 
natural bread which may have had its own helpful effect. 
 
In the diagram we have pictured how the natural mind will use the Bible as a 
source of knowledge. All across our land there are many who are boldly 
proclaiming that all their principles, methods, practices for successful living are 
found in or based upon the Scriptures. They will unashamedly insist that the laws 
for achieving honor, fame, riches and peace of mind are from this wonderful Book. 
There are countless thousands who have never bowed their knee to the continuing 
Lordship of Jesus Christ, thus allowing Him to become their daily Bread – the 
sustaining source of all wisdom and knowledge. What is even more alarming is 
that today among God’s own children there are those who have fallen into this very 
snare: they are using the principles and patterns they have discovered in the Bible 
as the means for achieving their own “noble” ends. 
 
It must be acknowledged that natural men have always enjoyed using the Bible for 
their comfort, strength and guidance. To them it may seem quite shocking to imply 
that their Bible is merely a source book. They see nothing wrong in using this 
Book for the unveiling of principles, the unveiling of patterns, the unveiling of the 
hidden purposes of life. All of this, they are sure, will help them to be more like 
Christ. And, as we have pictured they have built upon a wrong foundation. We are 
not to be like Him, but rather to allow Him to live His life in us. 
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What is the Bible to us? 
 

“The tree of knowledge” 

So we can live 
more like Christ 

The Bible…used as a 
source of knowledge 

Unveiling the 
purpose of life 

 

Unveiling the 
patterns for living 

 

Unveiling the principles 
for successful living 

“The tree of life” 

Christ lives His 
Life in us 

The Bible…becomes a revelation 
of Him.

Christ unveils Himself  
as the Purpose of life. 

 

Christ unfolds Himself as  
the Pattern for living 

 

Christ reveals Himself as the  
Principle for living 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May God apply the spiritual eye-salve to help us discern between that which is 
merely the tree of knowledge and that which is the tree of life. The great battle of 
the ages has never changed. It still centers in man’s accepting that which is 
seemingly good, necessary and important as a substitute for accepting God Himself 
– in Christ. It is alarming that multitudes of believers are deluded in living from 
“another source” than God. Many who have not discerned how they are living 
from the “tree of knowledge” are blindly dedicated to promoting principles, 
patterns and purposes which seem so good – even seem spiritual! Yet they have 
missed the proper foundation. If they are not living by a revelation, that is, living 
by a spiritual seeing as their source and dynamic, they are plodding on by the 
impetus of knowledge. The songwriter was making this distinction when he said: 
“Beyond the sacred page I see Thee, Lord.” How many get stalled on the sacred 
page. They do not meet Him, or find Him as the Living Revelation in those pages. 
All they receive is cold knowledge, life-less words. Jesus warned the religionists of 
His day: Ye…“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have 
life” (John 5:39-40). 
 
Now to be sure, there are hundreds in our fundamental churches who loudly 
proclaim that Christ is all we need, that He is completely sufficient, that Christ is 
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our only center and circumference. These have become very proper slogans. But 
perhaps many have only learned these nice phrases and echo them as a parrot 
would. It seems quite evident that the real significance of Christ as our all has not 
dawned, for in the very next breath they launch into extensive methods, means and 
programs for accomplishing the work of God; immediately they start to search out 
patterns and principles for doing things – all of which are simply good religious 
substitutes for Him. What a blessed hour of revelation to our hearts when we quit 
using things and allow Him to use us; when we cease looking for methods and 
allow Him to become the method in us; when we stop preaching knowledge and 
allow Him to display knowledge through us. Only then have we truly learned to 
reject all that issues from the “substitute tree” to find our all in the living tree. 
 
Finally, we conclude that blinded man may improperly use the Bible but all he 
receives is knowledge; yet, when God is allowed by His Spirit to breathe upon the 
Bible and use it first to quicken and then reveal Himself in Christ – men receive 
life. The tree of knowledge and the tree of life are so different! Would it seem too 
much to insist that God the Father is very explicit in His desire that we see only 
His Son as our sufficiency? As we shall consider in the following pages, if we 
miss the Father’s living revelation in His Son, we have missed all that really 
matters. 
 

 171



D A Pastor Writes: 
After forty years of searching to know more of God I have found the 
utter futility of man’s way and the glory of God’s way. I was like 
those whom Paul describes in 2 Tim 3:7 who are “ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” I passed through 
various phases, first becoming absorbed in the works of God, next in 
the marvelous ways of God, then in the purposes of God, etc. All the 
while I was blindly grasping, but could not realize I was spending a 
life-time searching out more and more knowledge which could never 
really satisfy. 
 

J 

Then through a very severe crisis I came to a new honesty with God 
and He unfolded to me what Paul actually meant in saying that men 
are “never able to come to the knowledge….” By their own searching 
men learn more and more knowledge (gnosis) but they are unable to 
come to full-knowledge. Here in the Greek Paul uses the word epi-
gnosis – which means a full knowledge. The little prefix epi showed 
me the difference. It means a coming upon – a knowledge which 
comes upon us from God as revelation. Since this epi-gnosis (full-
knowledge) is not grasped, but is given only to prepared hearts that 
can receive from God, we see the utter futility of man’s own efforts. 
He can learn more and more fragments and bits of knowledge, but still 
miss the truth. 

 
 

4 
 

Ever Learning,  
Yet Missing the Truth! 

 
 
 
 
In our learning we can search the vast universe and its structure, we can grasp 
more and more about the things in the universe, but we can do nothing more 
important than learn to know God in a full and living participation. Down through 
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the centuries the yearning pursuit of most every believer has been to really know 
God in a full-knowledge. 
 
But it is interesting to observe that religious men, as well as many believers, have 
settled for something less than this experiencing Him in reality or participation in 
Him. They have been stalled in some outer circle and missed the innermost circle. 
In the diagrams1 we have pictured man’s way of searching for this innermost 
reality (A to E); and then we have pictured God’s way of taking us through the 
Cross to a position in Christ. From this new position of participating in Him we 
can through a full-knowledge come to appreciate the Person, the purpose, the ways 
and the works of God. First we shall see man’s futile efforts to move in to the inner 
circle (A to E); then we shall see God’s provision for our living in Him and 
beholding all things new. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 
 

What 
 
 
 

The works  
of God 

B 
 
 
 
 

How 
 
 
 

The ways  
of God 

C 
 
 
 
 

Why 
 
 
 

The purpose  
of God 

D 
 
 
 
 

Who 
 
 
 

The person  
of God 

E 
 
 
 
 

Moving 
into  

God, 
Himself 

Man’s Way of searching out knowledge 

 
 
It might surprise us if we dared consider just how few of God’s children have 
actually pressed into that inner circle of a living participation in Christ. While it is 
true every believer has experienced a spiritual birth from above, yet many have 
stopped short of appropriating God as their very fullness of Life – stopped far short 
of a living participation in Him. Let us consider some of these outer circles where 
many get stalled: 
 
A. Have you ever met one who seemed completely absorbed in the works of God? 
All that really interested him was a deeper study and evaluation of God’s 
miraculous works or His glorious handiwork. It is quite normal to stand in awe and 

                                                           
1 The second diagram is, unfortunately, missing in the original. 
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wonderment at God’s majestic creation; in beholding all the glory and marvel of 
His design one can easily sense that he knows the One who made it all. While it is 
true God does speak through His creation and miracles, to stop with His works is 
to stop far short of knowing Him. This was the complaint of the psalmist when he 
wrote that God could only make “known His acts unto the children of Israel.” 
Their rebellion and unbelief hindered them from passing beyond this outer circle 
into a fuller knowledge. Those who will not accept the visible creation as the index 
finger pointing to the reality of the invisible God, will never move one step further 
in knowing Him. 
 
B. Have you ever met individuals who became engrossed in searching out the ways 
of God? The psalmist explains how much better it was for Moses than for the 
children of Israel. God “made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto the 
children of Israel.” How great a privilege it was for Moses to move behind the 
curtain of creation and behold the spiritual laws and principles which govern all 
God’s works! One who has enjoyed the what will surely appreciate the how even 
more. Once our eyes have become adjusted, we can see that God’s ways are 
written so clearly into the fabric of things, yet the requirement is still the same if 
we would move into the next circle: God requires an honest and believing heart or 
we shall see no more. It is just here that so many stumble. Many with a scientific 
mind become engrossed in the ways of God and for a whole life-time accumulate 
more and more knowledge of His ways, His principles and laws. Are these the 
individuals Paul groans over when he says: “…ever learning (more and more 
knowledge) yet never able to come to the full-knowledge of the truth.” Are the 
demands of complete honesty too great? To proceed further in knowing Him 
requires our rejoicing in all His ways – even rejoicing in those ways which seem to 
put us in a strait. 
 
C. Have you ever observed the philosophic mind which is continually asking why? 
Why? It is indeed necessary that we press beyond the works and the ways of God 
to understand the purposes of God. Why does He do things as He does? Could it be 
this was the deep yearning of the shepherd boy, David, as he gazed into the starry 
heavens and pondered: “What is man that thou art mindful of him …” David 
seemed to be filled with the deep longing to know why? Why, God, do You care 
for man; why are You mindful of him? Some would insist that God does not intend 
for men to know or understand His purposes, and they would recite the words of 
Isaiah 55:9 as proof: “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts (purposes) than your thoughts.” But this 
does not mean that God limits man; it merely reminds us that God does not allow 
man to discover these ways or purposes by his own searching. There are many 
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facts and bits of knowledge which man can acquire by search and discovery, but 
God reserves for Himself the giving of full-knowledge by revelation. 
 
D. Have you ever met the theologian who has spent a life-time searching through 
his vast library? In his years of research he has moved beyond the why to a study 
of who God really is in His Person. But he has become absorbed in his delight for 
searching out the attributes of God – His righteousness, holiness, 
unchangeableness, etc. In all this pre-occupation with more and more knowledge 
about God, you have an unexplainable sense that he has also fallen into, perhaps, 
the most subtle snare. He has spent his life in a dedication to know more and more 
about God and who He really is in His Person, yet you sense a lack in his life. He 
has knowledge that could fill libraries, yet Paul would insist “he is ever learning 
and has missed the full-knowledge of the truth.” Why has this happened? To 
proceed further into the inner-most circle demands a measure of honesty he has 
been unwilling to give. To know God objectively is learning more and more; to 
know God subjectively means to come into a living participation; it means to 
experience God in the Spirit in a most vital and living way. 
 
E. Dr. A. W. Tozer explained this inner-most participation in the reality of God in 
these words: “God happens to you.” By this he meant there was a transmission of 
divine reality to your life and spirit which utterly transcended words to describe. 
“God happens to you....” In that experience you knew you had passed beyond 
knowing the works, or the ways, or the purpose or the person of God. You had 
entered into a living reality. Henceforth you were participating in Him. 
 
One who has tasted of this participation can understand why Dr. Tozer insisted 
there was a difference between mere truths and the truth: 
 

In their search for facts men have confused truths with truth. The words of 
Christ, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free,” have 
been wrenched from their context and used to stir people to the pursuit of 
knowledge of many kinds with the expectation of being made free by 
knowledge. Certainly this is not what Christ had in mind when He uttered 
the words. Such truths as men discover in the earth beneath and in the 
astronomic heavens above are properly not truths, but facts. We call them 
truths, as I do here, but they are no more than parts of the jigsaw puzzle of 
the universe, and when correctly fitted together they provide at least a hint of 
what the vast picture is like. But I repeat, they are not truth, and more 
important, they are not the truth. Were every missing piece discovered and 
laid in place we would still not have the truth, for the truth is not a composite 
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of thoughts and things. The truth should be spelled with a capital T, for it is 
nothing less than the Son of God, the Second Person of the blessed Godhead. 
(From an editorial in the Alliance Witness) 

 
Finally we can appreciate what Paul meant by the truth in 2 Timothy 3:7. If men 
are ever learning and not able to come to the full-knowledge of the truth, it is 
because someplace they have become satisfied with mere knowledge. Above all 
we must clearly understand that it is not necessary to press from the outer through 
the various circles to the inner-most by a long devious pathway of search, 
obedience and patience. On the contrary, we must see how God has planned for us 
to come immediately into an intimate participation in full reality as we live and 
move and have our being “in Christ.” It is no wonder then, that the Chinese use the 
same word for truth and reality. To live “in Him” is to live in the truth, which is 
in the fullness of divine reality. Now we must see2 what it means to live in His 
viewpoint where we see not mere fragments of His works, His ways, His purposes 
or His person – but we enjoy the thrill of seeing them all in full-knowledge. 
 
 
We Can Now Appreciate the Ultimate Philosophy 
 
It was in his letter to the Colossians that Paul warned against that human 
philosophy which is after the tradition of men. What a snare it is for men to love 
wisdom, to learn more and more just for knowledge sake. Satan is little concerned 
when any man is learning about the works, the ways, the purpose and the person of 
God. That is one thing, but it is quite another thing to “see” as with spiritual eyes. 
Satan greatly fears when men move into inward illumination where all these things 
become living and there is a participation in their reality. He knows that in this 
illumined “seeing” there is a built-in power which implements and things become 
living and operative. 
 
We can better understand Paul’s earnest prayer in their behalf. Instead of being on 
the outside looking in, he prays that they may – so to speak – be on the inside with 
God looking out. 
 
 

                                                           
2 This second diagram is missing in the original. 

 176



God’s Way of Sharing Full-Knowledge 
 
We are asking God that you may see things, as it were, from His point of 
view by being given spiritual insight and understanding. We also pray that 
your outward lives, which men see, may bring credit to your Master’s Name, 
and that you may bring joy to His heart by bearing genuine Christian fruit, 
and that your knowledge of God may grow yet deeper. As you live this new 
life, we pray that you will be strengthened from God’s boundless resources, 
so that you will find yourselves able to pass through any experience and 
endure it with courage. You will even be able to thank God in the midst of 
pain and distress because you are privileged to share the lot of those who 
are living in the light. (Col. 1:9-12, J.B. Phillips trans.) 

 
Here is the difference. Paul is not preaching a philosophy, but rather a glorious 
position in Christ whereby all the essential elements automatically become 
operative in this new life. 
 

1. It is not something mental, but something living. He says: “this new life we 
live.” 

 
2. As we have pictured in the diagram,3 we are not on the outside looking in – 

with mere knowledge; we are “in Him” on the inside looking out. There is a 
“seeing” which has been made possible by our union in His death, burial, 
resurrection and positioning in heavenly places. 

 
3. We do not have knowledge or wisdom through our own searching. Paul 

says that in God’s viewpoint “we are given spiritual insight and 
understanding.” 

 
4. In this glorious participation “in Him” we enjoy seeing all things whole as 

perfectly related to Him and His intention. Instead of mere fragments we 
see and rejoice in His works, His ways, His purpose and His person. Yes, 
from the inside looking out things are so different. 

 
5. Finally, we have more than a philosophy; we have “in Christ” the power to 

perform. Others see this fruitage in our outward lives and it becomes a 
glorious testimony of reality. Thus He lives His life in us, and in this new 

                                                           
3 This second diagram is missing in the original. 
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life we are strengthened by His resources, triumphant no matter what 
comes. 

 
This Is the Ultimate Philosophy God Intends. 
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Section VIII 
 

 

The Ultimate  
Issue in Life 
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1 
 

All Creation Fulfills 
His Purpose Except... 

 
 
 
 
 
One beautiful morning a very strange conversation took place in the woods. While 
there were many who looked on and listened, there were just four voices heard to 
speak. A tiny white lily waved in the breeze by the trickling stream. High above 
her towered the branches of a gnarled old oak tree. 
 
“Are you not ashamed of yourself, little flower,” exclaimed the mighty oak. “When 
you see how big I am, do you not feel insignificant; while my branches spread far 
out in every direction, you fill such a small space in this world.”  
 
“No,” replied the lily. “We are both just what God made us. And to each of us He 
has given a gift: fragrance to me and strength to you.” 
 
“Where will your sweetness be a few days from now?” asked the oak scornfully. 
“You will soon wither and decay, and your grave will not lift the ground higher by 
a blade of grass. But I shall live on for years – perhaps even for centuries. And 
when I am cut down, I may be built into a mighty ship to carry men over the sea; 
or perhaps I shall be fashioned into a coffin that will hold the body of a prince or a 
king. Ah, little frail lily, what is your lot in comparison to mine?” 
 
Now while the oak was taunting the lily, a little brown squirrel sitting on the 
lowest branch of the oak had been most attentive to their conversation. Indeed he 
was quite impressed by the boasting of the mighty oak, but he was equally alert to 
the gentle confidence of the little lily as it spoke to the oak. 
 
“It is true,” replied the lily humbly, “that I am small and frail, and that I shall not 
live long. But if I live fragrantly I shall have added my small bit of beauty and 
enjoyment to the world. I shall then have filled the complete purpose of the One 
who sent me – my Creator; and that is all that really matters to me.” 
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Just then another listening ear could hold her voice no longer. It was the tiny 
raindrop whose voice burst forth announcing: “Please do not think me rude if I 
intrude, for indeed I am smallest of all; so very, very small beside the oak, yes, 
even small beside the lily or the squirrel. But I am sure I have learned the 
wondrous secret of living.” 
 
The tiny raindrop knew that every ear was tuned, for all were interested in knowing 
this secret. So she began, “When I am sent by my Creator on my long journey 
down to earth, I approach with just one thing in view: to fulfill His purpose in 
sending me. Oh, mighty oak, my life seems so very short as I wash your leaves and 
bark, and soak your thirsty roots. Oh, little squirrel, I love to wash your glossy coat 
of fur and, perchance, even to quench your inner thirst. Oh, lovely lily, I always 
hope that I can fall upon you to freshen and release your gracious fragrance. I love 
to be near you, for you also seem so content with fulfilling our Creator’s purpose. 
That must be why you are always looking up to Him.” 
 
At last the little squirrel was fully convinced, and it was time for him to speak: 
“Oh, mighty oak, beside you, I, too, have always felt so very insignificant until this 
morning. Suddenly I remembered that many, many generations ago one of my 
family planted a small acorn from which you grew. Is it not wonderful that our 
Creator placed this instinct within my breast that I too might fulfill His purpose in 
my being?” 
 
That morning as the meeting broke up, you could hear the mighty oak leading 
every member of the forest in this triumphant chorus: how wonderful to be alive, 
especially when you are alive to fulfilling the Creator’s purpose. 
 
 
Life’s Three-Fold Secret Unfolds 
 
Perhaps this little fantasy will help us probe into life’s three-fold secret. Really all 
the important issues of life are wrapped up in God and in knowing... 
 

1. why He has sent us,  
2. how He has designed us to function,  
3. when He is satisfied with our life. 

 
How amazing it might be if the whole inanimate creation could actually talk to us. 
Yet there is a sense in which it does talk – even as these voices in the woods have 
just spoken to us. How emphatically they seem to remind us that all things have 
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been created by God and sent forth to fulfill some distinctive existence. But the 
oak, the lily, the raindrop and the squirrel are like mere puppets who must 
necessarily reflect God’s glory, for they are without moral choice. Since they 
cannot actually ponder their origin, function or purpose, they cannot enjoy the 
same God-consciousness which man has been uniquely designed to enjoy. The 
power to appreciate, to enjoy, to sense satisfaction is reserved for man who alone 
possesses the faculties of mind, emotion and will. Nor can the inanimate creation 
understand its nature or inward makeup; it just functions according to built-in laws 
of nature in fulfilling its short span of existence. 
 
Being uniquely created in God’s image, man is far above the brute creation. Man is 
so designed that he can live with a continual God-consciousness – a sense of divine 
commission which the raindrop was picturing for us, a sense of proper function 
which the lily was describing, a sense of fully satisfying God – as these lived 
merely to realize His intention. 
 
Now the great difficulty in most of God’s children is that they try to know the 
fulfilling of this three-fold secret with either their physical, mental or emotional 
mechanisms. Neither the body, nor the intellect, nor the emotions have been 
designed by God for this special function of God-consciousness. This is why the 
majority of God’s children fall into despair and finally assume one cannot know 
whether he is satisfying God. What is wrong? They are using the wrong built-in 
mechanism, not the one which God wants to make operative. 
 
Is it too much of a fantasy – too unreal to insist that everyone should (even as we 
have pictured the lily and raindrop) approach life and all things with this 
overshadowing consciousness: that they know God has sent them into life with a 
specific mission to fulfill; that they know their proper function as God intended; 
that they know – even as Enoch of old seems to have known – that they please God 
and He is satisfied with their walk, devotion and dedication? 
 
Oh, dear reader, be sure that some “Big Oak” will try to overwhelm you and scorn 
your deepest longing to make this three-fold secret operative. Just remember that 
every Big Oak who lives “in the woods” where things are not always bright and 
clear is prone to evaluate things according to the flesh. All the man-of-flesh can 
ever do is compare others with himself; but the one who is inwardly exercised in 
his spiritual life enjoys a continual God-consciousness, knowing an inward sense 
of proper function, knowing a sense of divine destiny being fulfilled. 
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This is the ultimate issue in life. Shall we listen to the Big Oak and continue to 
flounder in the dark shadows of life, or shall we tune in to hear the One who made 
the Big Oak – and discover life’s full and true meaning? 
 
Whoever has truly uncovered this secret, can be assured he is enjoying the fullness 
of living with divine meaning and ultimate perspective. The following chapters 
have been selected or written to aid in the unfolding of this secret. 
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D The Father has purposed that all things should find their meaning and 
value in Christ.  
 

J But when man interprets life as related to himself it looks like this… 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

He Alone Makes 
Sense of Life 

 
 
 
 
Christ, as Alpha and Omega, makes sense of life. I might have a tray with all the 
letters of any alphabet jumbled up in it. If I know what the letters are, and I know 
what I want, I can put them in an order so that they make sense. They express 
exactly what I want to express. All that comes between “A” and “Z,” between 
Alpha and Omega, makes sense when it is put in its right place. There are many 
people today who cannot make sense of life at all. The struggle of many is to try to 
make sense of life: What does it all mean? What is the explanation of it all? It 
seems all a jumble, a confusion, an enigma. Jesus makes sense of life: He puts the 
jumble into proper order. 
 
That is the description of the divine design, the great purpose of God: to provide an 
explanation of everything. Yes, in Him we have the answer to our life’s problems; 
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in Him we have the setting in order of lives disrupted and confused. That was true 
of so many whose lives were all mixed up and confused, distorted and twisted, 
without any seeming design or pattern, meaning or explanation; they could not 
make sense of anything. 
 
And then they came to the Lord Jesus, and life made sense: a design, a pattern 
came in, and they came to realize what it all meant, what they were for. That is the 
testimony of those who are truly His. In the Lord Jesus, we have found a pattern, a 
design for life: we have found a meaning in life, an explanation of life. He alone 
can bring into life a clear pattern, a new understanding. In Him, as Alpha and 
Omega, we have all that we need to make sense. 
 
Let me repeat: Until you have your letters, your basic characters, there is no 
beginning, and there will be no sensible, meaningful end at all. Jesus just supplies 
that need – a beginning and a sensible end. He leads somewhere! When you and I 
at last reach the end, the end in glory, it will truly be a meaningful end, will it not? 
It will be an end that justifies everything, that gives meaning to everything, that 
explains everything. The thousand “why’s” of life-time will be answered, will all 
be explained. Why this experience and that? Why this sorrow and that? Why this 
disappointment and that loss? Why these strange ways in our life? It will all be 
answered in the end – and Jesus Himself will be the End! Yes, it will be a 
“sensible” end. We shall have no quarrel with God then, because Jesus will have 
put it all straight, and brought us to an end beyond our wildest expectations and 
altogether beyond our merits. 
 
 
Christ alone can give... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       meaning and order to life 
 

Z 

Finisher, 
Energizer,

Designer,
Creator, 

Beginner, 
Author, 
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Our Confidence Is Also in His Finishing… 
 
And Christ is the Last, the Omega, the end – in this sense, that, when He begins a 
thing, He finishes it. “The Lord will perfect that which concerns us” (Ps. 118:8). 
“He which began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:6). He finishes what He begins. And He is not only the Beginner and the 
Perfecter, but Himself the Beginning and the Ending – the Finish. God is working 
all things to the end that we should be “conformed to the image of His Son” (Rom. 
8:29). Christ stands so to speak, right at the end: and God is moving and working 
in us, His people, in relation to that One who stands at the end, that we should be 
conformed to His image. The servant of God cries: “I shall be satisfied, when I 
awake, with thy likeness” (Ps. 17:15). It is that likeness that is the end: Jesus 
Himself is the End. All things under Heaven’s government are working towards 
conformity to God’s Son. (T.A.S.) 
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3 
 

Why Does Humanity 
Exist? 

 
 
 
 
 

Norman Grubb answers: 
 

“Not to Become Something 
but to Contain Someone.” 

 
When I went to the Congo as a young missionary, I faced a very real question to 
which I sought an answer. What had I really to take to those people? What had I in 
myself? 
 
Mind you, I was an earnest young missionary. I was not short of consecration. I 
was not short of commitment. I had a continuing prayer and Bible-reading life. 
Jesus Christ had become my Savior. I knew that my life was to be Jesus Christ to 
other people. And yet I didn’t have what it took; I had the wrong idea of life. It 
became necessary to have some reorientations of my understanding of things. 
 
My concept of life had become distorted because I had been thinking, “There is 
love and faith and power and holiness in the Bible, and I’m sure God will kind of 
impart it to me somehow, so that I will become a loving person, a believing person, 
a powerful person.” I could not see for the life of me but that I should become 
something. 
 
This, then, was the first and greatest problem: a misunderstanding of what life is. I 
think we all start there. It is really a product of the fall: We interpret life as 
something that we live ourselves; so that even when we become born again of 
God’s Spirit, and saved through the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we still 
interpret life as something we are living now. We have a job to do, a home to run, 
and so we seek to live a life in contact with God through Jesus Christ, so we can 
get assistance and guidance and leadership from Him. 
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I had to discover that this was not life at all, rather that life is a total reverse of it. 
Life is not an assistance or an addition; it is a replacement. There is only one 
Person who really lives in the whole universe, and that is the living God Himself. 
He is the One who is the Three, who is self-giving love. He is the One who is the 
love of the universe. And we humans exist that we may be means by which He 
expresses Himself. Humanity itself exists to express Deity. 
 
In order to get that into focus, I had to go through stages of destruction, making 
room for construction. The initial stage, of course, is when we at last face the fact 
that we are sinners. We recognize that we are cut off from God, and that there is 
something that He did which we could not do, when He came in the Person of 
Jesus Christ and wiped out all the consequences of our sin with the shedding of His 
precious blood. 
 
When we come to Him we do not receive a past option, we receive a present 
Person who died for us. He comes into our hearts and there is born a love for Him 
that is not our love. The proof that we are redeemed is that the love in our hearts 
for Jesus Christ is greater than our love for ourselves. 
 
But because of the false concept of life that we have, even though we are born 
anew we still tend to think, “Now we have the Lord Jesus Christ. We shall live for 
Him and work for Him.” So once again we have to go down, not up, to learn 
another great lesson. We human selves do not do what we should do – that is true. 
But it is equally true that we human selves cannot do what we should do. We have 
to discover not only our guilt but our helplessness. 
 
 
We Come to a Second Crash 
 
As unredeemed sinners we come face to face with our guilt and our lost condition. 
As redeemed new men we have to discover our helplessness; so that instead of 
counting ourselves able to live the Christian life and to do the kind of good we 
ought, we find ourselves positively unable. So we have to come to a second crash. 
 
The first crash found us guilty sinners; the second crash finds us helpless saints, 
and it is a crash that is more difficult to recognize. I must come to a place where I 
find that life is not I living it, with God’s assistance and His partnership; rather it is 
He, an entirely other Person, living it, and I am the means by which He lives it as a 
replacement. 
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The simple surprise that God gave me in Africa was contained in the little phrase 
in the Bible, “God is love.” I saw that John was not saying “God has love,” but 
“God is love.” There is a big difference. If you have a thing, it is not you. I have a 
coat on my back, and if I take it off and give it to you, I am still here. Thus the 
New Testament does not teach that God has a thing called love which He gives to 
you. It says, “God is love.” 
 
If that be true, then love is a Person. If God is love, the only self-giving love in the 
universe is one exclusive Person. It is not what He has and gives you, it is 
something that He is. He is not a Person who gives something, but rather One who 
is something. 
 
I began studying further. I wanted power, and I discovered that the Bible teaches 
that Christ is the power of God. Not that Christ has the power, and utilizes it. He 
empowers a person because He is the Person; and all powers are manifestations of 
this one Person. 
 
I came also to study the word “life.” We often speak of “having” eternal life. But I 
find that Jesus did not say, “I have the life and give it to you.” He says, “I am the 
Life.” Life is a Person. I came to the end of my pursuit when I found the little 
expression in Colossians 3:11, “Christ is all, and in all.” And there I discovered the 
reverse of my outlook on life. 
 
I suddenly saw that the reason for the existence of humanity is not to become 
something, but to contain Someone. Not to become something built up by hard 
work; that is where our strains and stresses and guilt and condemnation arise. We 
are ashamed of ourselves; we ask, “Why am I not better?” We think that we ought 
to be changed, but we never change. What we receive is a new Person inside of us 
– which is quite a different thing. 
 
To become something means that I have to be built up. To contain something 
means that the container doesn’t matter, but what it contains is important. Thus the 
New Testament gives us the A-B-C of living the Christian life: it tells us that we 
are to be vessels. “Vessel” is a very simple and humbling word. A vessel has no 
other reason for existing than its capacity to contain. It can just be a cup or a pot. 
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The End of My Pursuit 
 
The basic lesson for time or eternity that we as humans are to learn is that we are 
vessels capable of containing God. The distortion of life that we got as a 
consequence of the fall makes it appear that life is “activity.” We like to live, to 
use our minds and wills. But the truth is that the secret of life is not activity, it is 
receptivity. Activity is only a product of receptivity. 
 
God is the invisible Person, the only real Person in the universe. He is the love, the 
life, the wisdom, the all; but being an invisible Person, He must have a means of 
manifestation. The whole universe manifests Him and shows forth His glory, but 
God is still a Person. And you cannot see a person just in light, or in music, or in 
color. You can see something of him, but you cannot see that he is a person. 
 
So God created persons to express His own Person by them. The basic purpose of 
us human beings therefore should be to become the vessels that contain Him. That 
means our permanent habit has to become receptivity rather than activity. 
 
Love always makes it as easy as it can. God is love, and He has made humanity as 
easy as He can. If life is not easy for us, it is because we are not quite right yet. 
And the easiest possible function a person can conceive of is the function of 
receptivity. You just receive what is poured on you; you just take it. Nothing else. 
 
If you look at nature, you see that a tree does not produce one leaf by activity. 
Vegetation receives. It has sunlight and moisture poured on it. What it receives it 
uses, but activity is only a product of receptivity. Thus did I begin to learn the 
basic secret of life. 
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4 
 

That Which Is Merely Related to Man 
Cannot Be Ultimate 

 
 
 
 
Perhaps no living man has ever possessed as much as King Solomon. In his 
greatest hour he had wisdom, knowledge, fame, riches, servants, great 
achievements, wives and cultural arts. But in evaluating all this he tells us: 
“Whatsoever my eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from 
any joy…then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and…behold 
all was vanity and vexation of spirit….” 
 
Is not this God’s most graphic way of proving to all mankind the utter futility and 
emptiness of all that “this world has to offer”? What could a natural heart crave 
that Solomon did not have? Over and over again throughout the book of 
Ecclesiastes we are reminded all this is simply one man’s desperate conclusion as 
he sees things “under the sun.” Everything that could bring enjoyment and 
satisfaction turns out to be empty and meaningless. Why? There must be some 
reason. 

 191



 
From the beginning of this book we have sought to establish one premise: only as 
the issues of life are properly related to God can we appreciate why we are here on 
this earth. It is proper relatedness that gives meaning, value, purpose and 
significance to life. Just for a moment consider that life comes in four dimensions 
and you will see how this must be true: 
 
First, what is the value of great length of life, if it has not been related to fulfilling 
the purpose God intends. To prolong life is merely a torture when its meaning has 
slipped. Last week I stood in the hospital by the side of a sweet little lady. She 
sobbed and cried out to God to take her home and away from such intense 
suffering – unless, unless He could fulfill something in all this. Unless her days 
could be related to Him, they were more than meaningless; they were sheer torture. 
 
Second, there is the breadth of life or how interestingly we live. But who can find a 
true devotion to life? Our devotion must be to the One who has given life. 
Throughout his days it seems as though Solomon is ever grasping for this devotion 
which will give interest to life. There is no inconvenience he would not suffer. 
There is no hardship he would not endure. There is no expense he would not 
involve himself in if it would just give life that proper devotion. But because he 
saw life only in relatedness to himself – it was empty and without interest. How 
different are the words of the apostle Paul who seems to have discovered the secret 
of right relatedness: “For me to live is Christ,” I hear him insist. Paul would be the 
first to explain how Christ gave breadth, for in every hour there was something 
new, something challenging and ultimate on the horizon. 
 
Third, there is the depth of life or how intensely we live. Solomon seems to 
represent a man who lived “all out.” When he saw something he wanted, he 
expended every energy to achieve that thing. He was a man of intense dedication: 
“…whatever my eyes desired I kept not from them,....” But herein we see the 
futility of man’s dedication to his own pursuits. God’s way is to move us out of our 
own into His stream of dedication. To be cut loose, detached from our own 
intensity of living and find ourselves alive only to His dedication; that is the 
proper relatedness in this dimension we call depth. Almost every week I smile at 
one of my close friends. As he wipes away the sweat from his brow I remind him 
again and again, “I’ve seldom watched a man with such intense dedication; friend, 
you’re eaten up with zeal – but what is it accomplishing in the scales of eternal 
values?” He only smiles and continues his torturous pace. To him it seems I am 
also “eaten up with zeal to achieve an objective.” But I believe the difference is 
that I live in the flow of His zeal. Then it is not ours, for we move with a sense of 
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finality. It is not our zeal but his zeal; “…the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall 
perform this.” 
 
Fourth, there is that dimension which might correspond more or less to the 
peculiar fourth dimension in space which is the purpose of life or why we live. 
Who can properly grasp this dimension until God helps one to see from His own 
vantage point. Solomon tried to explain it thus: “He has made everything beautiful 
in its time; He also has planted eternity in men’s heart and mind (a divinely 
implanted sense of a purpose working through the ages which nothing under the 
sun, but only God, can satisfy), yet so that man cannot find out what God has done 
from the beginning to the end” (Eccl. 3:11, A.N.T.). Surely this is the best 
conclusion of Solomon. He confesses to that mysterious gnawing in his breast. Oh, 
that he might fulfill his purpose in being. And it is true that no man by searching 
can ever find out “what God has done from the beginning to the end.” But wait! 
That does not mean God cannot unveil this purpose to one! Man’s futile searching 
is one thing; but God’s desire to reveal to those who are pure in heart is yet 
something else. “…the pure in heart shall see….” See what? There is no limitation 
with God; for He will share with man all that he can profitably receive. Once again 
we see how this fourth dimension of life’s purpose – like all the other dimensions – 
takes on meaning only as related to God. 
 
 

When our life is totally related          then we live for His pleasure and 
To Him in all four dimensions          satisfaction; and living in Him – we 

               also enjoy all with Him.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, let us turn away from Solomon to a man who seems to have discovered 
how to relate everything to God. It is Moses who starts that glorious 90th psalm 
with this anthem of proper relatedness: 
 

LORD, You have been our dwelling place and our refuge in all generations 
[says Moses]. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had 
formed and given birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting You are God. (Ps. 90:1-2, A.N.T.) 
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Here is a man who has “seen” with the help of the Spirit how all things have their 
source and relatedness to God. Moses tells us of his dwelling place – of his 
continual viewpoint in the very heart of God. This was his secret! So just a few 
verses later (v. 12) it is quite meaningful when he pleads: 
 

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
 
The word translated “number” is manah in the original and comes from the root 
meaning “to weigh.” We may therefore read the verse, “Teach us to place each day 
in the balance”; or, “teach us to weigh each day’s achievements on the scale of 
ultimate values.” How long we live is not nearly so important as how meaningfully 
we pass our days; how broad our life reaches out is not nearly so important as how 
much value it fulfills for God; how deep we send our roots down is not important if 
those roots are not “in Him” and His dedication; how purposefully we live is not 
significant if we have not found ourselves in the stream of His purpose. 
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D One Has Shared This Testimony: 
 

J 

For years I assumed that my life could show forth God’s glory by 
allowing Him to perform some miraculous feat or accomplish some 
outstanding work through me. I wanted to exhibit His power, might 
and authority in some spectacular way. I see now that all this while He 
has been waiting to exhibit His beautiful character in the routine and 
common-place experiences of life. No wonder I have been frustrated. 
I had my own expectation of how to show forth His glory and it was 
quite different from the way He had planned. What a change has come 
since I discovered… 

 
 

5 
 

How to Fulfill  
Life’s Highest Purpose 

 
 
 
 
One great purpose of the incarnation was that here, on earth, the Lord Jesus should 
show men what God is like. This was a task committed to Him by the Father, and 
in His last great prayer He was able to hand back that trust as completed – “having 
accomplished that which Thou gavest Me to do.” We are left in no doubt as to 
what was being considered, for He Himself explained it by saying, “I have 
glorified thee on the earth.” This does not seem to refer to His atoning death, for 
the words were spoken before He was crucified; it seems rather to speak of His 
daily life here on the earth, here among men. On this same earth on which we live 
and in similar human experiences which are common to us all, He was entrusted 
with the task of displaying the true character of God, and so showing forth the 
divine glory. He was given the task, and He could claim fully to have performed it. 
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Our Life’s Work 
 
Is it not true that we also have a life-work? Is there not also in our case some task 
which the Father has given us to do? A great deal of confusion exists about this 
very matter, with many and varied counsels as to what Christians ought to be 
doing. When we turn to the Word of God, however, there is no confusion, for the 
matter is clearly explained in the words, and illustrated in the life of the Son of 
God. His life’s work here on the earth, as a Man, was to glorify the Father. In 
essence, the same is true in our case: we also are called to glorify God here on 
earth. Should we desire further enlightenment on this matter, we are given help in 
the words of the Lord Jesus Himself, who described His successful living by 
reminding Philip that, “he that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” This was at 
least one phase of Christ’s life-work: to demonstrate personally the character of 
God, and to let men see how that character could be expressed in human 
experience. 
 
For us, also, the purpose of our redeemed lives here on earth is that the same 
glorious character should be shown to men – that Christ should be magnified in our 
bodies. Peter stressed the corporate nature of this revelation, saying that the elect 
race and royal priesthood of God’s people have been chosen “that ye may shew 
forth the excellencies of him who called you....” (1 Pet. 2:9). In Paul’s personal 
testimony, however, we have the more individual aspect of this same divine 
outshining, and we shall confine what we now have to say to the individual and 
personal. The words are familiar enough, that “Christ shall be magnified in my 
body, whether by life, or by death.” Quite clearly this represented the apostle’s 
supreme concern, that which, so far as he was concerned, was the most important 
thing of all, his “earnest expectation and hope,” the meaning of his existence and 
the cause for which he would gladly lay down his life. It was not just that Christ 
should be glorified in some general way, or vaguely in unseen realms, but there 
and then, literally in his own human body, there should be ample proof of the 
Lord’s greatness. 
 
We have used the word “task.” It should not be thought, however, that anything 
irksome was involved, or that it was a question of any job of work to be taken up 
or later laid aside. Christian living represented no burden to him. His was no legal 
drudgery of what you must or must not do. No, he thankfully claimed to have been 
delivered from anything of that nature. His life now had a rhythm, a meaning and a 
purpose; it had nothing in it of the burdensome or restrictive. On the contrary, there 
is much in this letter to the Philippians to prove that it was his sublimest joy, his 
constant source of heart satisfaction, to have the privilege of living Christ as well 
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as of talking about Him. The words do not refer primarily to his work as a preacher 
or teacher, to what we so often call “ministry.” Of course such work is ministry. It 
is our chief and most important ministry. But the emphasis is not on good works, 
but on a quality of life. 
 
 
Wrong Ideas of Glory 
 
We must beware of wrong ideas or expectations when we consider this magnifying 
of our Lord. We need always to consider Him. There were, of course, events in His 
public ministry when it was obvious that God’s glory was being revealed. When 
the sea waves, in their tumultuous fury, were silenced at a word, then there could 
be no question about the powerful presence of God. When the Lord Jesus stood at 
the tomb of Lazarus and with a simple word of command called the dead man back 
to life and to the outside world, then everyone marveled, as well they might. There 
were many such acts of power in the course of Christ’s ministry which truly 
glorified the Father. But it was surely not of these that the Lord was speaking when 
He affirmed that those who had seen Him had seen the Father. So much of His life 
was occupied with the simple, ordinary things, the humdrum, the obscure and even 
the menial, and it was in these daily affairs of human experience that the Lord 
Jesus claimed to have glorified the Father on earth. So much more of our lives is 
occupied with these same things: here, then, is a sphere of opportunity in which 
Christ can be magnified in our bodies. 
 
We have our own ideas of glory, and they are often wrong. There was an afternoon 
when Jesus sat, travel-stained and weary, hungry and thirsty, by the side of Jacob’s 
well. Most people, and many Christians among them, would not consider that such 
a condition could possibly glorify the Father. They would reason, God is not like 
that! There were no outward evidences of glory in that dusty Traveller with His 
simple request for a drink of water from the well. That day He did no sensational 
miracle. He gave no sign from heaven. Yet in that tired body there was such a 
manifestation of the Father’s grace and goodness that the Samaritan woman 
became completely transformed. She caught a glimpse of heavenly glories, even 
though the medium of the vision was the human body of a humble Man tramping 
along Samaria’s dusty highways. Such a story makes us echo the apostle’s prayer 
that “Christ may also be magnified in my body.” 
 
What a lesson for us, then, not to be striving for that which gratifies our idea of 
what is glorifying to God, but to be content for Him to reveal Himself through us 
in every circumstance. We must never fall into the mistake of imagining that the 
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circumstances and difficulties of life, the apparent contradictions, the humbling 
trials or the mundane trivialities, are hindrances to spiritual usefulness, nor to think 
that only when we are freed from such distractions can we properly fulfill our 
“ministry.” No, this is our ministry, as it was Christ’s; this is the thing which He 
has given us to do: to let men see what He is like, for He is always glorious. 
 
 
Only One Thing Matters 
 
For Paul, there was only one consideration worthy of attention, and that was the 
glorifying of Christ in his body. What happened to him personally was of very 
small consequence. He did not say, “I must at all costs live,” nor did he say, “I 
must on no account die.” Alas! that, so often these and even unworthier selfish 
considerations are given so much weight! To the apostle, the important thing was 
not what happened to him, but whether Christ was being magnified while it 
happened. Prosperity or adversity, comfort or suffering, even life or death – these 
were not the important alternatives. The really vital question was as to whether, in 
that human body of his, something of Christ was being revealed, to God’s glory, or 
whether, on the other hand, there was only shameful failure. His concern and his 
hope was that “in nothing” should there be that in his life which would fail to 
magnify Christ. Neither he nor we can affirm that those who see us see the Father, 
or see Christ. There would be an element of presumption, or something worse, if 
we did. Yet we ought to be able to know that, in seeing us, men see something of 
Christ. Not only in the great moments of spiritual exaltation, but in the ordinary 
affairs of our daily existence, people should meet Christ when they meet us. 
 
“For to me to live is Christ” is only possible because Christ Himself lives in me. 
This, of course, was the secret of the manifestation of the Father’s glory in His 
Son. The Lord Jesus Himself explained His own claim by adding “…the Father in 
me.” (John 14:10-11). It was not that He was trying to give them an exhibition, to 
demonstrate something which would give people an impression of what the Father 
was like. It was the Father abiding in Him who did the works. And how else can 
we show men what Christ is like? The secret for us is the same as the secret of 
Christ’s fulfilled task – it is the secret of the indwelling. 
 
There was a “supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ” for Paul, and that made it 
possible for Christ to be magnified in him. It was a supply which was always 
available, but only appreciated and appropriated as and when the apostle came to 
know his need. Life is meant to bring a succession of discoveries of our need of 
Christ, and with every such discovery the way is opened for a new inflow of the 
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supply. This is the explanation of so much that we cannot otherwise understand – 
this plunging of us into new tests where only a fresh supply of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ will meet our need. And as our need is met, as we prove the sufficiency of 
Christ to meet our own inward need, so there can be a new showing forth of His 
glory through us. 
 
The supply is also described as the answer to the supplications of praying friends. 
We often do not know how best to pray for one another. The Philippians found this 
difficulty in the case of Paul. It seems that they had prayed for his release from 
prison, and so were perplexed, because it looked as though their prayers had not 
been answered. But they had. True, he was not released from prison, but that was 
not the real objective of their praying. That objective was – or at least should have 
been – that Christ might be magnified in Paul’s body. And there is abundant reason 
for believing that, in spite of the prison, or perhaps better because of the prison, 
Christ was magnified in him. “As always….” were his words. It may be in 
preaching, it may be in silence; it may be by mighty works or it may be by terrible 
sufferings; by life or by death, what matters, so long as the glory of Christ is seen 
in him? 
 
There is, of course, one great difference between the Lord Jesus and all others. In 
our case – even in the case of an apostle Paul – there is our own old life which will 
always obscure the Lord’s glory if it is given the opportunity. If people meet me, 
they will not meet the Lord. It may be a nice “me” or it may be an unpleasant 
“me,” but if they only meet me I shall have failed of my life’s vocation and they 
will get no true blessing. Our consolation is that the Spirit who supplies our new 
inward life is also the Spirit who can make real in us the delivering work of the 
Cross. When self is dealt with by the Cross, when faith lays hold of the abundant 
supply of the Spirit, then, and then only, can Christ be magnified in our bodies, and 
we also accomplish that which the Father has given us to do. (H. F.) 
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Jesus said to Mary:      Paul said:    David said:   
 

“One thing 
is needful!” 

“…This one 
thing I do…” 

“…One 
thing have I 
desired…” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 
 

What Is the Ultimate 
Issue in Life? 

 
 
 
 
These statements quoted above point our thinking to this question: what is the one 
imperative thing – above all other things – most needful in life? The answer we 
give to this question is most revealing. As we shall see, it uncovers our heart 
attitude toward life, unveils our purpose in living, describes our highest conception 
of God and reveals our relationship to Him. 
 
What answers do we get? The ordinary man of the street will almost invariably 
reply: “For me, the one most needful thing is to find happiness and the fullest 
enjoyment of life.” Another who has allowed some small impact of religion upon 
his life will quote: “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Eccl. 12:13). But 
such answers will not satisfy many believers. They will hasten to correct: “Oh no, 
the one most needful thing in life is to be “born again.” Others will add: “and be 
momentarily ready for the rapture.” 
 
Again, I recall an elderly woman whose testimony in church one evening revealed 
her limited conception of life’s true purpose when she said, “My highest aim is to 
make heaven my home.” What was more alarming, the great majority in that 
congregation seemed to give unanimous consent: this was also their highest goal in 
life! 
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But with Mary, with Paul or with David, there was something much higher, 
something much more ultimate which was the imperative issue in life. Each of 
their statements seem to carry the very same undertone. Though on the surface 
each statement refers to something quite different, yet there is the same attunement 
to the ultimate pitch. 
 
First, it seems quite clear that with Mary, with Paul or David the one thing most 
needful was not personal salvation from sin or hell, it was not the new birth, nor 
even to be separated from this world and be completely submissive unto God. 
However good and necessary these may be, every fallen son of Adam has one 
greater need which includes all of these lesser needs. Man needs, above all else, to 
see himself related to God for His pleasure, glory and satisfaction. There are 
thousands sitting in church pews every Sunday who would quickly testify to all 
that God has done for them, but just here they fall short of their greatest need. They 
have missed this most needful rectification which would relate them to God for 
Himself. 
 
It is not enough to see God and His working related to our welfare and blessing. 
When Calvary has accomplished its deepest, most thorough explosion within us, 
we begin to cry out with the apostle Paul, “This one thing I do….” What was this? 
He was reaching forth, “pressing toward” the fulfillment and realization in his life 
of that for which God had uniquely marked him out. Paul seems utterly 
overmastered with this one thing: that God may find pleasure and satisfaction in 
him through the fulfillment of this high calling. With Paul we conclude the 
ultimate issue in life is that realization which satisfies Him. He was completely 
God-related. 
 
Second, it seems that Mary, Paul and David had found how life’s true meaning and 
fulfillment could be realized. Since they must be related to Him, for Himself – not 
merely for their own blessing and enjoyment – how could this satisfaction of God’s 
heart be accomplished? Jesus saw Mary sitting at His feet. In her giving attention, 
giving devotion, giving herself to Him, she was concerned primarily for His 
highest pleasure, His satisfaction – not her own. Martha was of course giving her 
time, her labors and her service for Him, yet Jesus insists: “Mary hath chosen that 
better part.” Mary was not giving something – but rather, was giving herself to 
Him. How much more satisfying to Him! 
 
Third, when we are truly fulfilling the one thing most needful, there is a full 
satisfaction for God, but there is also a participation by us in that divine 
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satisfaction. What is not sought by us is shared with us. This wonderful way of 
receiving and giving is the divine rule of action. 
 
Consider then, how David desired “…to dwell…to behold…to enquire…” (Ps. 27). 
At first reading it may appear that David’s desire was quite centered in his own 
welfare and enjoyment. For those who insist thus, we would agree that David, then, 
needed a rectifying in his desires. But it is also possible that David was more alive 
to pleasing the Lord than himself. He well knew that we are made for God. There 
are too many outbursts of praise and exaltation when he “blesses the Lord” and 
rejoices in His benefits – i.e. what God receives – for us to believe that David is 
primarily interested in “dwelling in His house, beholding His beauty and 
enquiring” all for his own satisfaction. 
 
No, it would seem to us that David desires all of this to bring satisfaction to God. 
There is a depth of meaning which must not elude us. In our delighting, God is 
delighted; in our being satisfied – God is satisfied. It works both ways in a mutual 
satisfaction. I prefer to believe this is what David would teach us in announcing so 
boldly: “One thing have I desired….” It is what Paul is echoing: “This one thing I 
do….” It is what Jesus is telling Mary: “One thing is needful….” And we are being 
caught with the same yearning: 

 
Oh, to belong to Thee, 
     Just for Thyself; 
To find all our delights, 
     In delighting Thy Heart! 
To press for the goal; 
     Of satisfying Thee, 
To have fulfilled, 
     That one thing most needful. 
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